
www.grangetown.sunderland.sch.uk 

 

Year 4 – our TV Stars! 

 
Did you see year 4 on BBC Look North?! They were 
brilliant. We were all so proud of our new TV Stars! 
The children decided to use their Spanish speaking 
skills to wish Gus Poyet congratulations on reaching a 
Cup Final at Wembley. When Sunderland appointed a 
Spanish speaking manager, we just knew that we had 
to get in touch. Year 4 sang a song, wished the team 
good luck for Wembley, and even made Mr Poyet 
some special greeting cards. The Echo featured the 
story, and then we got a phone call from BBC Look 
North and Radio Newcastle! Year 4 rose to the 
challenge and made their TV appearance really 
special – well done year 4! We’d also like to thank their 
teacher Mrs Taylor for supporting this project 100%, 
and of course we’d like to thank our very special 
Spanish teacher – Miss Rodriguez – for inspiring our 
children. A huge well done to year 4! 
 

We celebrate San Valentín 

 
February has arrived and with it lots of fun, games and 
activities in our Spanish lessons. The little ones have 
been practicing feelings, greetings, colours and have 
also started to learn numbers from 10 to 20: ‘Once, 
doce, trece, catorce…’ Can you remember them?  
Our KS2 children have been trying their best at 
learning basic grammar skills, fruits and parts of the 
face‘¡Bien hecho chicos! ‘and  if this wasn’t enough, 
we have  also celebrated ‘San Valentín’ with some  
 
 

 
games and music. To sum up a month full of energy 
and enthusiasm, we have given lots of prizes with ‘Los  
Súper tickets de rifa’ and Year 4 has had the 
opportunity to send a special good luck message in 
Spanish to Gus Poyet and Sunderland Football Team. 
What more could we ask for? I am really proud of you 
‘¡Fantástico chicos!‘ ‘Hasta pronto!’ Miss Rodríguez    
 

Red and White Day – Ha’way the Lads! 

 
Today – Friday 28 February – we are celebrating 
Sunderland reaching Wembley, with a special Red & 
White Day. Everyone was invited to wear red & white, 
and we had red & white biscuits plus Gus Poyet Red 
Champagne available at playtime! Come on 
Sunderland! See more pictures on the back page of 
this newsletter. To see these photos in full colour, go 
to our website. Good Luck to Gus and the Lads! 
 

Valentine’s Disco! 

 
We love a good boogie here at Grangetown, and 
Valentine’s Day gave us another excuse to get 
dressed up and hit the dance floor. The DJ organised 
games, and our parents group sold juice and hotdogs. 
Everyone thoroughly enjoyed themselves – after a day 
of hard work in school, this was the perfect way to use 
up all of our energy! We’d like to thank the volunteer 
parents who organised the event – another great job 
by PATHS! 
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Writing Award Collection 2 

 
We recently congratulated out latest group of Writing 
Award winners. Every half-term our teachers choose 
children who are showing special effort and 
improvement in their writing. We then create a book 
out of their writing, and publish it at a special Book 
Launch event. Each winner receives a certificate and a 
pen or pencil. The Book Launch for this group will be 
on Wednesday 12 March at 2.55pm. Well done to the 
following children: 
Y6: Travis & Natasha Y5: Spencer & Miya  

Y4: Radhi & Kayleigh  Y3: Lucy & Roman  

Miss Cole’s group: Cameron  Y1/2G: Renad  

Y1/2H: Amelia & Dominic  Y1/2S: Rhys, Emma & 
Rebecca  

Reception: Lexi   

 

Year 4 meet cockroaches and rats! 

 
Linked our Home Sweet Home topic, we had a visit 
from Zoolab. Zoolab brought in a variety of animals 
ranging from a rat to a salamander! The children were 
fascinated and so engaged learning about the animals, 
their habits and habitats. Since the visit we have 
written about our 3 favourite animals and wrote facts 
and information about them. They managed to include 

great detail such as a cockroach has 2 brains and can 
live for up to 2 years inside a freezer! We were very 
lucky to have the workshop and gained a lot of new 
knowledge! By Mrs Taylor. 
 

Early Years say ‘Gung Hay Fat Choy’ 

 
We thoroughly enjoyed our visit from a Chinese artist 
Lip Lee, where we all learned about the Great Race, 
sang songs and we learned how to say `hello` and 
`happy new year`. We also made an animal mask of 
one of the animals from The Great Race. We carried 
out races outdoors, linked to the Great Race and 
looked at ordinal numbers in Numeracy. We also made 
our own ribbon wands and we have been ribbon 
dancing with these outdoors, developing our gross 
motor skills.  We enjoyed tasting a range of different 
Chinese foods and we used the chopsticks to eat the 
noodles and prawn crackers. The children have also 
had a fantastic opportunity to make several Chinese 
treats. We made fortune cookies, Chinese noodle 
chocolate and the very sticky dragon beard candy. 
 

Year 5 Chinese New Year 

 
"Kung Hei Fat Choy"  Year 5 had a fabulous time 
celebrating Chinese New Year.  We started the 
session by learning the hand signals for counting from 
1 to 10. Then we learnt how to count from 1 – 10 in 
Chinese then we progressed onto writing the Chinese 
characters 1- 10. We finished off our session by 
playing lots of number games.  We were very 
impressed with the children as they worked really hard 



www.grangetown.sunderland.sch.uk 

Dates for your Diary 
Mon 3 March. Early Years (N,R) Dance Family Learning  
Tues 4 March. Skipping session (pm), Yr 4. 
Thurs 6 March. World Book Day 
Mon 10 March. Living Eggs arrive in EYFS 
Wed 12 March. 2.55pm Book Launch – Writing Award 
Thurs 13 March. Anti bullying - KS1 Butterflies. 
Mon 17 March. Year 4 visit the Museum (pm) 
Mon 17 March. Chris Connaughton Year 6. 
Thurs 20 March. Anti-bullying - Butterflies. 
Week of Mon 24 March -    Parent Teacher Meetings: 
Mon 24 March. Miss Stabler & Miss Hough –set classes– pm 
Tues 25 March. Miss Stabler & Miss Hough –set classes– all 
day. Mrs Mitchell’s Key Group / Mrs Taylor / Mrs Collins & 
Mrs Miller / Ms Cole. 
Wed 26 March. Miss Tose’s Key Group. 
Thurs 27 March. Miss Booth’s Key Group / Miss McLoughlin  
/ Mrs Millican / Miss Grainger’s set class. 
Thurs 27 March. Anti-bullying workshop - KS1 Hedgehogs  
Thurs 3 April. Anti-bullying awareness KS1 Hedgehogs 
Fri 4 April. School closes 1.00pm for Easter Holiday. 
Tues 22 April. School reopens for Summer Term. 

 

especially with the pronunciation which was very tricky. 
Mrs Miller and Mrs Collins  
 

Chinese New Year in KS1 

 
To celebrate Chinese New Year, children in Key Stage 
One took part in many exciting activities. We starting 
by looking at the story ‘Naming the Years’ and then 
acted it out using costumes and props. We used our 
‘Talk for Writing’ strategy to retell the story and then 
changed the ending so that the cheating rat didn’t win! 
On Wednesday we were very lucky as we had a 
special visitor working with us. Lip Lee, who grew up in 
China, helped us to start our celebrations by telling us 
all about Chinese New Year. He created origami 
animals to help tell a traditional Chinese tale. The 
children were captivated and enjoyed guessing what 
animal he was going to create next. We learnt all about 
why dragons are significant in China and some of us 
got to take part in a dragon dance. After that Lip Lee 
spent time with each class to help us make traditional 
Chinese crafts. The children used a variety of 
materials to help them make a concertina dragon in 
which they later named and used to perform a short 
story to the rest of the class. They also chose an 
animal from the ‘Naming the Years’ story and 
decorated it with lots of bright, eye-catching colours. 
We had a thoroughly enjoyable week learning all about 
another culture; their customs and celebrations. Key 
Stage One  
 

Year 6 say: “Xin Nian Kuai Le” 
Xin Nian Kuai Le! To celebrate 
the Chinese New Year, children 
in year 6 learned about the story 
of the Willow Pattern. They wrote 
different sentences – statements, 
exclamations, questions and 
commands – based around the 
characters from the story. They 
then made their own books and 
wrote their own stories of the 

Willow Pattern. We then read the story about the 
Chinese Zodiac and looked at how each year is names 
after a different animal. The children then retold the 
tale from the horse’s point of view as this year is the 
year of the horse. In maths, we learned all about 
tangrams – an ancient Chinese puzzle. We used the 7 
shapes to work out how to make different pictures and 
even made up some of our own. By Mrs Millican. 

 

Chinese New Year in Year 3 
To celebrate Chinese New Year, 
the children watched a PowerPoint 
display which told the story of how 
each year is named after a different 
animal.  They cut out and decorated a Chinese dragon 
which had loops for its body.  They coloured in a mask 
of a horse and made a Chinese red wallet.  In Maths 
they made Chinese New Year animals and figures 
using tangrams.  Tangrams are shapes that made 
from lots of other shapes.  They also used a copy of 
the Chinese alphabet to write their name.  The children 
had a great time completing all the activities. Miss A 
McLoughlin – Year 3 
 

Year 4 Chinese New Year 

To celebrate Chinese New Year we completed many 
activities, beginning with the traditional New Year 
story, about the animals crossing the river. We looked 
at red as a lucky colour and created lucky red 
envelopes, although, rather than adding money we 
included a special message for a relative. We also 
decorated them with Chinese symbols and messages. 
Year 4 also looked at introducing yourself and created 
signs with Chinese greetings on. Finally, to end the 
week, and because we are in the year of the horse we 
decorated horse pictures and used art straws to make 
them dance and move. By Mrs Taylor. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



COME ON SUNDERLAND!  


