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Happy Birthday Grangetown! 

 
This week we’ve celebrated the 10

th
 anniversary of the 

opening of our building. A range of exciting activities 
were planned by our staff, creating great learning 
opportunities in – for example - writing, history, maths, 
drama and art. The children enjoyed looking at photos 
of the rebuilding of Grangetown, and they have 
explored fashion and music from 2003. On Friday each 
class presented their work in a special assembly, and 
then we enjoyed a party and disco. All in all, a fantastic 
week, and a lovely opportunity to celebrate the many 
achievements at Grangetown over the past 10 years! 
 

Super Tickets de Rifa! 

One month ago Grangetown dressed up in red and 
yellow to welcome our second year of Spanish and, 
only a few weeks later, I am very proud of all the 
achievements that our children are doing during the 
Spanish lessons. We have been not only revising 

 
colours, numbers and greetings but also we have been 
practising new routines and vocabulary, basic 
grammar, sentence formation and writing skills. What 
more could you ask for? As you can imagine, we have 
had a lovely month full of fun and prizes thanks to our 
“Super tickets de rifa” Have you got yours? Don’t worry 
because the school year has just started and there will 
be lots of new prizes and opportunities waiting for you. 
¡Hasta pronto chicos y chicas! See you soon! Miss 
Rodriguez  
 

Year 4 Tudor Walk 
Recently Year 4 
took a walk 
around the local 
area to look at 
Tudor features of 
housing. We 
looked at images 
of Tudor houses in 
class and then 
tried to spot these 
on buildings near 
to school. The 
reason for this is 

because we have started to make our own Tudor 
houses using cereal boxes and mod-roc (plaster). So 
far we have designed how we would like our house to 
look and started to cover most of a cereal box in mod-
roc. We will be finishing these after half term and using 
them to write a detailed set of instructions. Mrs Taylor. 
 

Stories, Imagination and Me 

 
On Monday 7

th
 October we visited Seven Stories, the 

National Centre for Children’s Books in Newcastle.  
When we arrived, it was very busy, with other schools 
visiting from around the North east. We were met by 
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Richard, a member of staff from Seven Stories, who 
took us to the Enid Blyton Gallery.  It was amazing, 
with illustrations and manuscripts from some of Enid 
Blyton’s many books.  There were so many things to 
see and we had lots of fun in the interactive areas 
sliding down form the top of “The Faraway Tree”, 
driving Noddy’s car in “Toyland”, meeting in “The 
Secret Seven’s” garden shed or finding out what life 
would be like in the boarding school “Mallory Towers”.  
Richard read a chapter from “Five go on an Adventure” 
and he told us about each of the characters in “The 
Famous Five”.  We ended our visit by preparing our 
own story plan in the Creation Station.  We all had a 
great time and wish we could have spent longer 
looking around the other galleries! Ms Cole. 
 

Smashing Good Soup! 

 
This half-term we have been learning about autumn 
and harvest time. We have been very busy making 
houses for hedgehogs, picking blackberries for a tasty 
crumble and learning harvest songs.  We decided that 
we would like to make soup to keep us warm as the 
weather outside is getting colder and colder!  First we 
tasted different varieties of soup; we tried vegetable, 
tomato and chicken.  They were really tasty and we all 
voted which was our favourite.  It was a unanimous 
decision we liked the vegetable soup the best.  We did 
some research into different vegetables we could put 
in soup and made a shopping list.  The next afternoon 
we got wrapped up warm and walked to the 
greengrocer’s shop in Villette Road.  We found out lots 
of interesting things about vegetables and where they 
are grown and we bought the ingredients from our list.  
The following day we made a hearty vegetable soup 
which the children really enjoyed.  The children were 
so sensible on their way to the shops and were a real 
pleasure to take out of school for the afternoon.  Well 
done boys and girls.  By the Foundation Stage Team. 
 

Street Child! 
This term Y5 will be learning all 
about life during the Victorian era. 
We will be basing our learning 
around a book called ‘Street Child’ 
by Berlie Doherty.  The story is 
about a family during the Victorian 
times who end up in a workhouse and how Jim Jarvis 
(the youngest child) escapes from the dreaded 
workhouse and finds himself homeless. The story tells 
the tale of how Dr Barnado came to be. The children 
will be using this book as a stimulus for their writing.  
They will be writing diary entries, letters, story endings 
and lots more. We will be finishing our ‘Victorian’ topic 
with a trip to Beamish in December. Mrs Miller. 
 

Our Tudor Visitor! 

 
On Monday 21

st
 October yr 4 were visited by Gladrags, 

a company who complete music workshops. Hilary 
came to school dressed in Tudor clothing and talked to 
us about the various items she had on, including the 
type of hood (hat) she was wearing. Throughout the 
afternoon we listened to various pieces of music, had a 
go at singing these and even had the chance to play 
the tambourine. Year 4 also began to learn 2 types of 
traditional Tudor dance: The Clog Brawl and The 
Horse Brawl. The Clog Brawl gets its name as it was 
all about stamping and clogs were the perfect shoe for 
this. The Horse Brawl was named due to the shape in 
which it is performed – a horse shoe. During the 
workshop the children behaved impeccably and went 
home humming all of the tunes! By Mrs Taylor. 
 

Victorian-style Entertainment! 

 
Recently, Hilary from ‘Gladrags’ came in dressed in  
Victorian style dress and taught us about the Victorian 
Music Halls. First we learnt a song called ‘My 
Grandfather’s Clock’. Miss Holden played the tune on 
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her accordion and then taught us the lyrics. We also 
learned some other songs: ‘Daisy Bell’ which everyone 
played bells on, ‘Where did you get that hat?’ and ‘Ta 
Ra Ra Boom De Ay’. At the end of the afternoon, we 
sang the songs to Year 6. Then we took turns to tell 
jokes in front of an audience as this was a way of 
entertaining in Victorian times. Last of all we did some 
dances to ‘Where did you get that hat’ and ‘Ta Ra Ra 
Boom De Ay’.  At the end of the day we thanked Miss 
Holden for the wonderful afternoon.  We all had so 
much fun and learned all about Victorian music and 
entertainmen. By Elle and Kaitlin (Y5). 
 

Niall’s Mile! 

 
What a fabulous afternoon we had…and the sun came 
out (it rained the rest of the week!). The SAFC 
Foundation did a brilliant job, organising the walk, 
alerting the world’s media, and even providing a medal 
for every child! Thankyou to parents and children for 
your contributions, and for taking it all in your stride on 
the day. Well done everyone! 
 

Emergency Ward Year 6! 

 
On Monday 21

st
 of October, year 6 had St John 

Ambulance working with us to learn some first aid. 
This session started first thing in the morning with a 
lady called Marica. The children learnt a lot of new, 
important first aid techniques such as the recovery 
position, CPR they and what to do with minor burns or 
severe burns. The children found this very interesting 
as they got to actually perform these things on their 

friends. We performed CPR on manikins as it is too 
dangerous to perform on people that are not ill. The 
other thing that the children learnt was back blows and 
abdominal thrusts (the treatment for choking). 
Hopefully we will never need to use any of this first aid, 
but it is really good that we know it, just in case! By 
Ellie Taylor (yr 6). 
 

Football Update 

 
The new season of the Sunderland Schools Football 
Leagues has now kicked off. We have played four 
games so far this season. Results: Grangetown 0 v 1 
St Pauls, Grangetown 0 v 0 South Hylton, Grangetown 
0 v 1 St Cuthbert’s, Grangetown 0 v 2 Hastings Hill. As 
you can see results haven’t quite gone our way. All of 
our games seem to have followed the same pattern, 
evenly matched first halves and then Grangetown 
dominating the second halves. The team have played 
some really good football and created several good 
chances to score in all of our matches. With a little bit 
of luck in front of goal I’m sure we will start to score 
lots of goals and win matches. As always the team 
approach each game with a positive attitude and give 
100% effort. They are also fantastic ambassadors for 
our school, they can be very proud of themselves. The 
Squad: Ryan Taggart, Brandon Cheal, Dillon Redpath, 
Matthew Crozier, Cody Morrison, Layton Podd, David 
Little, Alex Achufusi, Connor Cassidy. By Mr B Newby. 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

See SAFC with GPS! 
 We now have a pair of season tickets for SAFC! 

 All children with 100% attendance entered into a draw 
(as long as parent signed permission slip) 

 14 home games left – plenty of opportunities to win! 

 There’s a ‘100% attendance window’ in the run-up to 
every home game! GO FOR IT! 

 Next game: v Southampton Wed 6 November: 3 days 
full attendance needed, Mon 4-Wed 6 Nov. 

 Then v Man City, Sunday 11 Nov, 5 days full 
attendance needed, from Mon- Fri 8 Nov. 

 Winner of 2 tickets for SAFC V NUFC was GRACE 
WRIGHT – WELL DONE GRACE! 
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Dates for your Diary 
  

 
 

Mon 28 Oct - Fri 1 Nov Half Term Break. 
Mon 4 Nov. School re-opens for everyone. 
Tues 5 Nov Y3 Tree planting at Low Hill Farm Wood. 
Thurs 7 Nov Harvest Festival Assembly (9.30). 
Wk beg Mon 11 Nov EYFS visits to  Backhouse Park. 
Fri 15 Nov Children in Need Day. 
Tues 26 Nov Y6 Height & Weight (9.15-10.15). 
Mon 2 Dec Y4 Parents Learning Workshop (1.30-3.00). 
Wed 4 Dec. Yr 5 to Beamish. EYFS to the Farm. 
Thurs 5 Dec Y3 Parents Learning Workshop (1.30). 
Mon 9 Dec KS1 Parents Learning Workshop. 
Wed 11 Dec EYFS Christmas Crafts (parents welcome) 
(9.15-10.30 & 1.15-2.30). 
Thurs 12 Dec. Sleeping Beauty – yrs 5 & 6 Christmas 
Show. Afternoon & evening. Parents & carers welcome. 
Fri 13 Dec EYFS & KS1 Nativity. 
Tues 17 Dec ‘The Snow Queen ‘production by Working 
Space Theatre (2.00-3.00). Children only. 
Wed 18 Dec EYFS, KS1 & KS2 Christmas Parties. 
Fri 20 Dec Christmas Service (12.30-1.15).   
Mon 23 Dec - Fri 3 Jan Christmas & New Year Break. 

 

No Limits Return to GPS 
This week saw the 
return of No Limits 
Theatre Company to 
Grangetown.  We 
always look forward to 
the work we do in 
partnership with the 
group and this year’s 
work got off to a great 
start.  Janet, the 
company director led a 
session with Ms Cole’s 
group, exploring the 
various ways in which 

we can become involved in the Performing Arts. The 
children took part in many activities including dance, 
mime and song as they began working towards 
achieving their “Discover” and “Explore” qualifications, 
which will be awarded by Trinity College, London.  The 
team were very impressed with the talent displayed in 
the first session and we are all looking forward to the 
coming weeks when we get to develop our skills 
further. Ms Cole 

 
No Limits Theatre wow Year 6! 

 
For the next six weeks, the year 6 children will be 
working with No Limits Theatre. On Tuesday, we 
joined in lots of drama exercises and learnt all about 
many different types of art – for example, mime, 
musical, dramatic, and operatic. The children worked 
with a partner and ‘sculpted’ each other into different 
shapes. We are really looking forward to the next 
sessions to come! Mrs Millican 
 

 Eden Camp with year 6! 

 
Recently, year 6 went on a day trip to Eden Camp in 
Malton, North Yorkshire. This was to help us in our 
topic about WW2 - Friend or Foe? It took us two hours 
to get there and as soon as we got there we all got into 
groups and headed off to hut 1 that was about the rise 
of Hitler and the Nazi Party. Then we went to hut 2 all 

about the home front. Later we went to hut 6 that was 
the music hall. WE had a great time singing ‘We’ll 
meet again’. Some children were very wet as they got 
squirted with water! After lunch we found out all about 
the u-boat menace - everyone really liked it but I got 
freaked out a little. Other favourite huts included: 
Britain Prepares, the Blitz, the street at war and 
women at war. At the end of the day we went to the gift 
shop and got on the bus to continue our 2 hour journey 
back home. By Alicia Crosbee Year 6  
 

Parent & Teacher Consultations Success! 
We had a superb turn-out for our recent Parent-
Teacher consultations – almost 100%. Thankyou to 
parents and carers for your support – this really does 
make a difference in boosting your child’s learning. 
 
 
 
Finally… 
 This week’s Weekly Update will be sent out to 
you on Monday 4 November. It will be online as 
of today (Fri 25 October). 

 Next Month’s Newsletter will feature a full 
report on our new Pen Licences initiative, our 
new Writing Award, & a School Council update. 

 Thankyou to all parents & carers for your great 
support this half-term – what a difference it 
makes to your child’s learning! Well done! 

 I know you’ll join me in thanking all of our 
amazing staff for their hard work this half 
term – they are ‘simply the best’! Well done 
to the brilliant GPS Staff team! 


