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Our Amazing Christmas Concert! 

 
Lucy and Tamsin (year 6) write: Last Friday, the KS2 
children all performed in a Christmas Concert. The 
talented GPS musicians opened our wonderful show, 
playing their violins and cellos. As the school council 
narrated, the KS2 classes waited! Then the whole of 
KS2 led by the choir sang ‘Gabriel’. Year 3 took the 
stage and performed two wonderful songs: ‘Children of 
the World’ and ‘Come to the Manger’. It was then year 
5’s time to shine with ‘Stargazer’ and ‘Santa Claus is 
Coming to Town’. With some fabulous solos, the whole 
of KS2 sang ‘Lean on Me’. With our next performance 
we had to make sure the snowman didn’t melt under 
the lights! It was time for year 4 to sing ‘We’re Walking 
in the Air’ and ‘Light the Night Sky’. Then it was year 
6’s time in the spotlight! They sang ‘Rocking around 
the Christmas Tree’ and ‘I wish it could be Christmas 
Every Day’. It was then back to the choir – ‘Don’t Stop 
Thinking about Tomorrow’. To end our fantastic 
Concert, all of the classes together sang a Spanish 
song ‘Feliz Navidad!’ We had a wonderful time and 
would like to thank all parents and carers for coming 
along to support us! Have a nice Christmas!  
 

Ni Hao! 

 
Last week we welcomed 2 teachers from our Chinese 
link school. Sally and Miss Pan spent the whole week 
at GPS, observing lessons and learning about our 
school. They taught our children how to write some 
words in Mandarin, and told us all about life in their 
huge primary school – Shuiguohu School has 2000 
children! Our children gained insights into what it’s like 
to be a child in Wuhan, the city where our sister school 
is based. In the New Year we’ll be setting up some 
pen-pal links. All in all, the week was a wonderful 
experience, and we all learned so much about China. 

 

Whoops-a-Daisy Angel 

 
This week, Foundation Stage and Key Stage 1 
performed their annual Nativity. All parent’s and carer’s 
were invited to watch the performance and we had 
such a fantastic turn out, the school hall was full! This 
year the story followed a clumsy angel who was never 
given any important jobs to do until one day she is 
given the most important job of all, to lead Mary and 
Joseph to Bethlehem.  All children ranging from our 
youngest 3 year olds in Nursery, to our 7 year old Year 
2 children had a part in the play and they performed 
brilliantly on the day. All of the hard work and practice 
paid off and the children did themselves proud, 
speaking and acting confidently and singing 
beautifully. Well done to all and thank you so much for 
all of your continued support! By the FS & KS1 Team. 
 

Feliz Navidad! 

 
December has arrived and with it lots of activities and 
fun in our Spanish lessons. Year 4, 5 and 6 are doing 
a great job while learning basic Spanish actions 
through songs, games and different activities. Little by 
little our children are improving their Spanish and we 
are now becoming experts at forming the first person 
singular of the present indicative: Yo canto, yo como… 
… What about ‘saludar’ and ‘nadar’? Year 3 pupils 
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have been working hard while classifying fruits 
according to gender (masculine and feminine) and 
number (plural) with ‘Las Súper Reglas’. We have 
danced ‘El baile de las frutas’, we have played the 
game ‘El monstruo muy hambriento’ (The hungry 
Monster) with our special friends ‘El Ben’ and ‘La 
Emily’ and if this wasn’t enough, we have also learnt 
how to build sentences using colours. How do you say 
in Spanish: ‘The apple is red’ and the ‘The banana is 
yellow’? ;-) Year 2 are trying their best while learning 
school objects through our song ‘¿Que tienes en la 
mochila?’ (What have you got in your schoolbag?) and 
different games. Little by little we are learning how to 
say words such as: ‘El lapiz’ (the pencil), ‘la regla’ (the 
ruler) …. What about ‘el tajalapiz’and ‘las tijeras’? Year 
1 are having fun learning colours through different 
activities and they are doing such a great job that are 
ready to start our new topic: ‘Los numeros’ (The 
numbers). And to round things off, the whole school 
has had a nice time celebrating Christmas. We have 
learnt Spanish ‘Villancicos’ (Christmas carols), we 
have made some ‘Turron de chocolate’ in Year 4 
(chocolate nougat), we have been eating the twelve 
grapes to celebrate New Year’s Eve. We have also 
given some special presents with our ‘Super tickets de 
rifa’ to welcome Christmas. Is it not fantastic? Have a 
nice Christmas and ‘Feliz Navidad’.   Miss Rodríguez 
 

Our Bones and Skeleton Workshop! 

As part of their topic ‘Our Brilliant Bodies’, Year 3 
visited Sunderland Museum for a workshop about 
human and animal bones.  The children were given the 
opportunity to examine different animal’s bones, such 
as a fox’s jaw, a badger’s skull and a sheep’s ribs.  

They measured them and record what they looked like 
and what they felt like.  The children also learned the 
scientific names for the different bones of the body 
including the patella, phalanges and cranium.  The 
children used these names to sing the song ‘Head, 
Shoulders, Knees and Toes’.  The children had a great 
time and as usual their behaviour was excellent. By 
Miss A McLoughlin. 
 

Festive Fun! 

 
School is a magical place to be in the run up to 
Christmas and this year certainly did not disappoint!  
Every yeargroup organised a Parent Workshop, and 
parents/carers were invited into their child’s class to 
take part in a variety of Christmas crafts. The 
atmosphere was amazing and the children enjoyed 
welcoming their grown-ups into class. We had 
snowman biscuit decorating in Early Years, Monet 
calendars in Y6 as well as angels in Y4!  We would 
especially like to thank all of the parents who came 
along to support their child, it really means a lot. Merry 
Christmas! By Miss Booth. 
 

"When I grow up I want to be...” 
As we have been learning about People 
Who Help Us, who better to invite into 
our classroom than a real Fireman! The 
children wrote a letter inviting him to our 
school and prepared their own questions 
to ask him... he came into our classroom 
for the morning and we found out all 
about what it is really like to have such 
an important job! He brought his full 
uniform to show us and some of the 
children even had a chance to try it on... 
we couldn't believe how heavy his 

fireman boots were! He also brought in some smoke 
alarms and we tested them to check they were 
working. The Fireman taught us just how important it is 
to check our smoke alarm at home regularly. It was a 
great educational morning and now some of the 
children are hoping to be Fire Fighters when they grow 
up. By Miss Staw. 
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GPS Gymnasts! 
This half term year 2 and 5 have been 
taking part in weekly gymnastic sessions 
led by the Foundation of Light. The 
children have been developing a 
group routine to some classic pop hits 
including Fame and Take on Me. All of 
this hard work and effort culminated in a 
fantastic performance alongside other local schools at 
Sunderland University on Wednesday 10

th
 December. 

The experience began with a group warm up with 
hundreds of children working together to start their 
morning off with a bang. The schools then separated in 
to their teams and took to the floor to show off all of 
their hard work. It was a fantastic morning full of 
excellent gymnastic routines from all schools involved 
in the project, and big congratulations go out to year 2 
and 5 for everything they achieved this term in 
gymnastics and a big thank you to the Foundation of 
Light for including us in this project. Miss Cummings  
 

Anti-Bullying Workshop 

 
On Thursday 20th November we welcomed PC Hewitt 
and Rachel Laidler the Community Liaison Officer into 
school to deliver anti-bullying workshops.  Anti-Bullying 
Week is an annual UK event in the third week of 
November which aims to raise awareness of bullying 
of children and young people, in schools and    
elsewhere, and to highlight ways of preventing and 
responding to it. Each year group had a half an hour 
session with PC Hewitt and Rachel Laidler and they 
ensured the children were clear with the definition of 
bullying, how to recognise it and they then explored 
different types of bullying. Time was then spent 
discussing how to deal with bullying effectively. The 
children were very knowledgeable and discussed a 
variety of feelings in a sensible and mature way.  The 
workshop ended in a very unusual way… with the 
class teacher’s in handcuffs! The children found this 
hilarious and it ended a thoroughly enjoyable session.  
Thank you again to PC Hewitt and Rachel Laidler for 
their support. Mrs Bracknall  
 

Year 2H Christmas Craft Afternoon 
Recently Year 2 held a Christmas Craft 
session where parents and carers were 
invited in to school to work with their 
child. We had lots of different activities to 

complete including making a Christmas biscuit, a 
colourful hanging wreath and a Christmas card for our 
friends in Nepal. There was a great turnout and the 
afternoon was a huge success. We would like to than 
everybody that was involved and we are looking 
forward to the next workshop.  
 

Year 5 and 6 Girls Football 

 
When Years 5 & 6 went to Farrington to play football 
they were the best team in Sunderland, so off they 
went to Durham a week later for the regional finals! We 
travelled through to Ushaw Moor in Durham on a bus 
(the bus was smelly because we all had smelly football 
boots on!). In Durham we didn’t win, but we were very 
proud of ourselves anyway – we scored a goal in the 
2

nd
 match! We are all very thankful to Mrs Crooks for 

taking us in her spare time and in the freezing cold! By 
Maisy MacCormack, Year 5 
 

Fun for all the Family! 
Once again a great 
time has been had by 
children and families 
involved in this term’s 
Groundwork Family 
Learning.  Charlotte, 
the course leader 
writes…“We have had 
lots of fun over the 
past 6 weeks, 9 
parents and 10 
children have come 
along each week to 
get stuck into fun craft 

activities!  We have made beautiful pictures with 
leaves and craft materials, made our own bird food 
and decorated bird boxes.  The children even learnt 
about recycling in Sunderland and made a variety of 
crafts using recycled materials…including a monster!  
It’s been a great few weeks and I want to say a huge 
thank you to all of the parents for coming along.” 
Charlotte Simmons – Project Officer. The course was 
highly praised by our parents too… We have really 
enjoyed working, learning and spending quality time 
with our children.  Having the opportunity to socialise 
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School closes at 1.15 on Fri 19
th
 Dec. If 

you need child-care that afternoon,    
Incr-Edibles is available! It’s £4.00 for the 
1.15-4.00 slot. Please apply at the office. 

with other parents and children while being creative 
and generally getting messy has been great fun!” 
Anna, Evie’s Mum. Thank you for your continued 
support as without you we would not be able to provide 
such great experiences for our children. The course 
was provided by Groundwork North East and we are 
lucky enough to be offered the opportunity for another 
course next term for Year 2 and 3 children and 
parents. The six sessions will begin on Tuesday 20

th
 

January from 1-3pm until Tuesday 3
rd

 March. 
Foundation Stage Team 
 

Let’s Celebrate! 

 
Yr 1 have just finished their topic ‘Let’s celebrate’ – 
and we’ve have had such fun! The children planned a 
party for Hugless Douglas, made decorations and 
party hats in our art lessons and planned the food in 
Design Technology. The children even wrote their own 
shopping lists and we went to ASDA to buy the food. 
On the day of the party the children brought in their 
own bears from home to join in the dancing and 
games. To finish off our topic we looked at Christmas 
traditions and how different people celebrate 
Christmas. One tradition that happens is a trip to the 
theatre to see a Pantomime – so, on 9

th
 December we 

set off for the Gala Theatre in Durham to see Aladdin. 
We were all very excited on the bus and when we 
arrived we found our seats and settled in for the show. 
The children laughed and shouted all the way through 
and we even joined in singing some well-known songs! 
A great day was had by all and it was a lovely way to 
end our topic. Miss Stabler 
 

Working with SAFC! 

 
Once again we have had another fantastic course of 
Family Learning delivered by Sunderland’s Foundation 
of Light.  The children and parents had an exciting few 
weeks…one of the highlights for Kelsie in Year 4 was 
having the chance to create her very own game to 
teach to the rest of the group.  The sessions came to 
an end last week and the children and parents were 
invited to a graduation at the Stadium of Light.  
Michael the course leader called up everyone from 
Grangetown Primary to receive a medal and vouchers 
that can be exchanged for football tickets.  The 
children also got to meet Samson!  A huge thank you 
to everyone involved. Miss Booth 
 
 

Excellent behaviour & wonderful manners! 
To finish of our fantastic topic 
‘food glorious food’, Year 5 went 
on a trip to Asda. They went 
armed with their shopping lists 
and £5 budget. In groups the 
children bought all of the 
ingredients they needed to 
make their healthy pitta pockets. 
The children politely asked a 
member of staff to help them 
locate missing items. I’m very 
proud to say that their excellent 

behaviour and wonderful manners were commented 
on by a member of the public. Some of the groups 
actually managed to return to school with some 
change! A great time was had back in class when they 
made and enjoyed their pitta pockets. Some of yr 5 
may even be inspired to become chefs in the future! 
By Miss Hunter  
 

‘You’ve got to have Faith!’ 
This half term Year 4 have learned about 
different beliefs, including the Sikh religion. 
We launched our topic by visiting the local 
Gurdwara in Sunderland. We were made 

very welcome and we were shown around the different 
buildings before learning about the 5 K’s (Kesh, Kara, 
Kirpan, Kangha, Kashera) and the recent festival of 
Diwali. The children had plenty of opportunities to ask 
questions and to look at the different symbols. To 
finish off the visit they were given a snack and a drink 
in the dining room which they thoroughly enjoyed! The 
children then wrote a recount of their visit – they 
produced lots of excellent writing thanks to the visit 
and their hands-on experiences.  They also did some 
brilliant observational drawings of the different 
artefacts. By Mrs Bracknall. 
 

 

INCR-EDIBLES!  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

            Dates for your Diary! 
 
 

Also see our website & our Weekly Update! 
Fri 19th Dec: Carol Service St Aidan’s 12.30-1.15. 
Fri 19th Dec: School closes 1.15pm for Xmas break – please 
collect your child at St Aidan’s at 1.15. 
Mon 5th Jan: School reopens for Spring Term. 

 

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year to all of our 
families, from Staff and Governors. 

And…I know you’ll join us in saying ‘All the Best’ to 
Miss Booth – she gets married over Christmas, and 

will be Mrs Dolan when she returns! Congratulations! 


