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What a magical Harvest Festival! 

 
Many thanks once again to all of you for the 
overwhelming response we received at Harvest 
Festival. The hall was full with proud parents and 
carers who thoroughly enjoyed watching each class 
sing a special Harvest song. Our School Council 
confidently introduced the assembly and each class. 
The Harvest tables were full with your donations of 
food which were collected by the Salvation Army.  
Baskets of fresh food were also taken to Ashbourne 
Lodge, by Foundation Stage children, who shared 
some songs with the residents there. Both 
organisations were extremely grateful and pass on 
their thanks. By Ms Cole. 
 

Meet our new Year 4 Teacher 

 
Last month we featured Miss Cummings, Miss Hunter 
and Miss Staw, all of whom joined us as teachers in 
September. This month, we meet Miss Edokpayi, who 
joined us after half term as our new year 4 teacher (as 
you know, Mrs Taylor has started her maternity leave). I 
know that you will join me in warmly welcoming Miss 
Edokpayi to Grangetown – she has enjoyed her first 
week, all has gone well, and the children have been 
lovely – they’ve worked hard, behaved impeccably and 
have helped Miss Edokpayi settle in. Next month our 
Newsletter will feature our new support staff.  
 

BBC Ten Pieces! 
Year 5 were very lucky to be the 
class chosen to visit Sunderland 
Empire Cinema for a special 
screening of the BBC’s Ten Pieces.  

 
The children listened to ten specially chosen pieces of 
classical music and saw many well-known celebrities 
talking about what the music made them think of. 
When we returned back to school all of the children 
were able to choose a favourite composer and they 
even asked to choreograph a dance to one of the 
pieces during our P.E lessons! By Miss Hunter. 
 

Kelsie’s Sponsored Hair Cut! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Year 6 evacuee day! 

 
On Thursday 23rd October it was the harvest festival 
and year 6 evacuee day too. When it was time for year 
six to perform their World War two act some children 
had some words to say individually we all sang Run 

O c t o b e r  2 0 1 4  

GRANGETOWN NEWSLETTER  

Kelsie (age 8, year 4) writes: My Hair donation to 
the Little Princess Trust. The Little Princess Trust 
is a charity providing wigs for children suffering hair 
loss due to cancer and other illnesses. I’ve been 
thinking that I could make a child with no hair happy 
by giving them some hair so they will live a better life. 
When I thought of that idea I was just thinking that 
the little children with no hair might be getting bullied 
by people saying unkind things. My hair is 23 
centimetres long – but on 22

nd
 November I am 

getting 10cm cut off! Please sponsor me so together 
we can put a smile back on a little girl’s face.” Mr 
McAnaney writes: This is a very deserving cause. If 
anyone would like to make a donation to Kelsie, you 
can do so through the school office, or via Just 
Giving.com    We also have sponsor forms available. 
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Rabbit Run and said the Dig for Victory poem. When 
we were singing the song and saying the poem we did 
actions to help us remember the words. To go with our 
costumes we made gas masks boxes out of a net of a 
cuboid and identity labels. In class we also wrote a 
postcard home as if we were evacuees and made 
identity cards. By Lucy and Poppy (year 6 pupils). 
 

Year 3 step back in time! 

 
The children visited the Great North Museum to learn 
more about fossils, which they had been learning 
about in Science.  They attended a workshop where 
they able to hold fossils which were over 300 million 
years old.  The fossils included an ammonite, sea 
urchin and a shark tooth.  They even held fossilised 
pooh of a hairy mammoth!  The children then visited 
the rocks and fossils gallery in the museum, where 
they saw minerals and crystals.  The children also 
enjoyed looking at other exhibits including the model of 
a T-Rex and models of wild animals.  The children had 
an enjoyable day and their behaviour was excellent. 
By Miss McLoughlin. 
 

Our Show Racism the Red Card Day  

 
On the 6th October ‘Show Racism the Red Card’ came 
in to Years 5 and 6 to teach us about racism. John 
Anderson (ex Newcastle United!) did a football session 
with us. We had 4 teams - our team won! It was great 
fun. On the afternoon Richard Offiong (Durham City 
FC), came in to teach us more about racism. We 
played a game and completed a workshop together 
which everyone enjoyed! By Daniel and Sean (year 6). 
 

 

Fruits, colours, and days of the week! 

 
One month ago Grangetown welcomed a new school 
year and only a few weeks later, it seems unbelievable 
the progress that our pupils have made while learning 
Spanish. Year 4, 5 and 6 are becoming experts at ‘Los 
días de la semana’ (The days of the week) and, little 
by little, they are improving their verbal skills. They 
have also been working hard in their new Spanish 
notebooks where we write down vocabulary, grammar 
and the lyrics of the songs that we learning. Year 3 are 
doing a great job while learning fruits and big numbers 
not only orally but also in writing: Veinte, treinta, 
cuarenta….can you continue counting by tens up to 
100? In addition we have been busy exchanging 
activities and challenges in relation to our new topic 
with children from Burscough Village Primary School in 
Lancashire and St Pauls Primary School in Ryhope. 
Year 1 and 2 are making great progress and proof of 
that is their enthusiasm and perseverance while 
learning greetings and colours through songs such as 
“Buenos dias” (Y1), “Hola, ¿Qué tal?” (Y2) or games 
such as “El detective español” (the Spanish detective) 
or “Las cartas” (the cards) that help us remember how 
to ask and answer about colours using: “¿Tienes una 
carta roja?” (Have you got a red card?) All this hard 
work should be rewarded so for this reason we have 
just chosen the first winners for our ‘Premio’ (prize) 
that gives children the opportunity to get a certificate 
and a treat. What are you waiting for? If you are ready 
to work hard, learn and try your best, one of them will 
be yours. ¡Hasta pronto! By Miss Rodríguez 
 

Niall’s Mile – Spooktacular! 

A great time was had by all at our annual Niall’s Mile 
event.  We had a fantastic turnout from parents who 
came along on Friday 24th October for a fun run on 
our school field. The sun was shining for us and 
children, parents and staff got into the spirit with their 
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spookiest Halloween costumes. Once again we thank 
the SAFC Foundation of Light for organising the event 
at our school as well as all the parents for your 
continued support. The money raised will support a 
worthwhile cause. By Miss Booth. 
 

Our Amazing After School Clubs! 

 
Our vast range of clubs has got off to a flying start 
again this year. They have an important role to play in 
enriching our curriculum.  We have a wide selection on 
offer this term ranging from Grangetown’s Got Talent 
to Fitness Attack and Tech Club. All clubs have been 
extremely popular this term with only a few spaces 
available for Big Games (Wednesday night) and Cross 
Stitch (Tuesday night).  If you are interested in either 
club please ask at the school office for more details. 
Well done to all the children who have attended clubs 
so far. Remember to keep it up as your place is in high 
demand! Thank you to all staff members for helping to 
put together a comprehensive selection of after school 
clubs. There really is something for everyone! Mrs 
Bracknall and Mrs Taylor 
 

Tennis Taster Sessions 
Children from Reception to Year 4 
enjoyed a tennis taster session with 
coaches from the Puma Tennis 
Centre. The children had a half an 
hour slot in which they learned a 
variety of skills and played games 
and rallies with each other. By the 
end of the session the children had 

built their confidence at controlling a ball on the racket 
and they learnt how to work together. It was extremely 
enjoyable and the coaches were very impressed with 
the talent in school. Watch out Andy 
Murray…Grangetown has some tennis superstars in 
the making! Mrs Bracknall 
 

Early Years out in the Community 
On Thursday 23rd October, we walked 
up to Ashbourne Lodge care home to 
give the residents a lovely afternoon, 

letting them listen to our fabulous 
singing.  We had fostered links with 

Ashbourne Lodge during one of our previous visits to 
Backhouse Park.  The residents were overjoyed 
listening to our Harvest songs and when we sang 

some other familiar songs, everyone began to join in.  
Everybody was so welcoming and we can’t wait to visit 
again at Christmas time. 
 

Our Housestead’s Roman Visit – by Nadine (year 4) 

 
Nadine Mullen (year 4) writes: Year 4 went to 
Housestead’s museum because we were learning 
about the Romans. We went to meet a Roman soldier 
and we learned lots of new things and had so much 
fun. We went on a really big coach trip. It was an hour 
and a half away and I even fell asleep. When we got 
there I was so excited. After that we walked up a very 
steep hill. When I got to the top I was so tired my legs 
were aching. At the top of the hill we saw a man with 
weird clothes on, he turned out to be a Roman soldier. 
He asked us questions to see what we knew and 
discussed the army to see who wanted to be in the 
army. The soldier showed us coins, metal armour and 
a weird dress called a tunic. Then we all dressed up as 
little mini Roman soldiers with a hat and tunic and a 
belt. We all went outside and we got a shield a rubber 
sword/spear. We were fighting and throwing spears at 
the Roman soldier. Then we started marching to the 
words sinister and dexter which means left and right in 
Latin. After that we all went in groups. The front row 
was putting the shields in front of them and the rest 
were putting them on their heads. I put mine on my 
head. We handed all of our equipment in like our 
clothes shields and swords/spear. Later we walked to 
Hadrian's Wall and took some pictures next to it. 
Finally we walked down to the bus and I was asleep all 
the way back. My favourite part was meeting the 
roman soldier. 

 

Year 5 and 6 RNLI workshop 
In mid-October, years 5 and 6 had a 
water safety workshop with RNLI. Two 

life guards explained what we were going to learn 
about. First of all they told us the four different flags 
which, related to water safety. Yellow means that there 
is no danger in the water. The Red flag means that 
there is danger in the water and you are forbidden to 
go in. The black and white flag means that only surfers 
and boats without motors may go in the sea, and a 
windsock is used to alert people that no inflatable’s are 
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 Our new After School Care Club. 

 An enjoyable, safe and nurturing 
environment for your child, 
encouraging healthy eating, fun and 
eco-friendly activities. 

 £4 per session – fantastic value! 

 3.15-5.45 Monday to Friday. 

 It’s simply Incredible!  

 Places available NOW! 
 

allowed in. We enjoyed the workshop and learned a lot 
of important information. By Abdul and Josh (year 5). 
 

Working with St John Ambulance 
Year 6 had the opportunity to 
work with St John Ambulance 
recently. They learned how to 
help someone by being able to 
put them into the recovery 
position, how to perform CPR 
and what to do if someone is 
choking. The children enjoyed 
the bandages session and they 
ended up having a cast put onto 
their finger! The whole class 

passed their Student First Aid and received a 
certificate. Well done year 6! By Mrs Millican 
 

Year 5 explore ‘The Story of a River’! 

 
Year 5 have been working extremely hard this half 
term, learning all about rivers so as part of their topic 
We visited Harehope Quarry near Frosterly, and were 
met by an expert from the River Wear Trust who talked 
to us about the river and then took us down to 
Harehope Gill to do some measurements. The children 
got into the river and measured how wide it was and 
how deep it was. They even used dog biscuits to 
measure how fast it was flowing! The children went 
river dipping and identified a wide range of wildlife in 
the river. The children had a fantastic day and learnt 
lots about our local river. By Miss Hunter. 
 

Our ‘Roman’ Trip to Backhouse Park 
Recently, Year 4 visited 
Backhouse Park, for an 
outdoor Numeracy nature 
trail, linked to our cross-
curricular learning of 
Roman numerals. We all 
had a great time and it 
was fun to take our 
learning outside! Thomas 

said ‘We collected leaves and other things linked to 
our maths work. The teacher’s put a Roman numeral 
on the whiteboard and we had to go and find that 
amount.’ Katy said ‘I enjoyed our trip to the Park. 
There were lots of fun challenges that were hard but 
exciting. It was fun learning about Roman numerals.’ 
By Mrs Bracknell. 

Eden Camp – dark & scary (we loved it!) 

 
Year 6 had a great visit to Eden Camp, is a museum in 
North Yorkshire. It was linked to our history topic 
WWII. We visited lots of different huts which had been 
set up differently. My favourite was hut 4 which was 
like The Blitz. It was really dark and scary and we all 
screamed! Another good hut was the blackout where 
you couldn’t see anything in front of you. We had a 
really good time and are looking forward to writing our 
recounts. By Jake F and Jake T.  
 

INCR-EDIBLES! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

D a t e s  f o r  y o u r  D i a r y !  

 
 

Mon 10 Nov: Class 2C to Toby Carvery. 
Mon 10 Nov: Reception eye tests. 
Tues 11 Nov: Yr 6 working with BigFoot (drama). 
Tues 11 Nov: Class 2H to Toby Carvery. 
Fri 14 Nov. Children in Need. Non-uniform - 50p 
donation please. The theme is Super heroes! 
Mon 17 Nov: Yr 6 working with BigFoot (drama). 
Thurs 20 Nov: Northumbria Police – anti-bullying 
workshops years 1-6. 
Fri 21 Nov: Flu vaccinations years Rec-year 6. 
Tues 25 Nov a.m. SAFC Family Learning graduation. 
Wed 3 Dec: Yr 3 to Sunderland Museum. 
Mon 8 Dec: Yr 6 working with BigFoot (drama). 
Mon 8–Fri 12 Dec: 2 teachers visiting from our China. 
Tue 9 Dec a.m. Yr 1 to Gala Theatre, Durham. 
Fri 19th Dec: Carol Service St Aidan’s 12.30-1.15. 
Fri 19th Dec: School closes 1.15pm for Xmas break – 
please collect your child at St Aidan’s 1.15. 
Mon 5th Jan: School reopens for Spring Term. 

 

Dates for Christmas events (parties, Nativity etc) 

will be set very soon! 


