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Namaste! Welcome to our Nepali friends! 

 
This week it has been our great pleasure to welcome 
our friends from our partner school in Nepal.  Once 
again, Sangeeta has travelled to Sunderland, 
accompanied for the first time by a colleague - 
Apekshya.  They brought Christmas decorations made 
by the Nepalese children to hang our tree, as well as a 
range of cultural gifts.  In assembly, they presented a 
short film and some photographs showing the impact 
of the earthquake on their school and on the country 
as a whole. They passed on their thanks to the 
children, staff and families of Grangetown for the 
tremendous support shown to them following the 
devastating events earlier in the year. They also taught 
some of our children a dance, which was performed for 
the whole school, with the children wearing beautiful 
traditional Nepalese costume. Mrs Cole. 
 

Elf – our Magical Musical! 

 
Last week, as a culmination to our topic ‘Lights, 
Camera, Action’! the year 5 children - supported 
brilliantly by the school choir, performed the magical, 
musical show 'Elf'. The children worked extremely hard 
learning lines, practising dances and singing songs - 
and it was all worth it as the show was a huge 
success! Thank you so much to all parents and carers 
who helped and supported with line learning and outfit 
making. The children were brilliant and made us all 
very, very proud! Mrs Miller and Mrs Millican. 
 

 
Kindertransport Art Project 

 
The Year 6 children have been working with a local 
textile artist and Sunderland Library on the 
Kindertransport Art Project.  Kindertransport is when 
Jewish children from Germany were evacuated to 
Britain just before the start of the Second World War.  
Many of these children never returned home to 
Germany or saw their parents or relatives again.  Many 
years after the war ended these children, now adults, 
made squares for a quilt that reflected their feelings 
and experiences about this. To commemorate 
Holocaust Memorial Day in January, the Year 6 
children thought about the experiences and feelings of 
these Jewish children and designed their own square 
for a quilt.  The squares have been taken away by 
Louise the artist and she is going to sew them together 
and the finished quilt is going to be displayed in the 
library in the city centre in January.  The children will 
be visiting the library so they can see their completed 
piece of artwork. Miss McLoughlin 
 

A Christmas Carol – East End style! 

 
The children visited Holy Trinity Church in the East 
End to see a performance of ‘A Christmas Carol’ put 
on by The Canny Space Theatre group. The show was 
performed by one person, an actor called Chris Cade. 
He played the part of Scrooge as well as narrating the 
story.  The children in the audience were given small 
roles to play.  Josh was a man trying to collect a 
charitable donation from Scrooge and Tamzin was one 
of the Cratchit children.  The show was enjoyable and 
it was made more special being set in the historical 
Holy Trinity Church.  We ended the performance by 
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singing some Christmas Carols, which got us all in the 
Christmassy mood. Miss A McLoughlin. 
 

Year 1 on Tour – Durham! 

 
Year 1 went on their travels this half term, all the way 
to the Gala Theatre in Durham, to see Cinderella – “Oh 
yes they did”! Here’s what the children have written (all 
by themselves): We got picked up outside of school by 
a big bus. We walked very sensibly to the bus and took 
a short journey to Durham. When we got there we 
watched the show eating our sweets that we took with 
us. Some parts of the show were really scary 
especially when the massive bear was running around 
the theatre. Afterwards we headed back to the bus, we 
were so tried but we had an amazing day! 
 

The Very Hopeless Camel! 

 
On Tuesday this week, Foundation Stage and Key 
Stage 1 performed their annual Nativity. The hall was 
quickly filled with eager parents and carers waiting to 
see their child ‘shine’. This year the story followed a 
hopeless camel that kept getting the other camels lost!  
After leading them to the wrong places on several 
occasions, the camel got it right in the end and found 
the place where the Special Baby had been born. All of 
the children - ranging from 3 to 7 years old - had a part 
in the play and they all gave a spectacular 
performance!  Anton played a fabulous ‘Hopeless 
Camel’ and Lexi-Grace and Millie as his two sidekicks 
were amazing! The narrators did a fabulous job of 
telling the story and spoke clearly with lots of 
confidence.  Well done to all of the children - you made 
your teachers, parents and carers very proud (and 
brought a tear or two to our eyes!) FS & KS1 Team 
 

 
 

Year 1 on Tour (again!) – Asda! 

 
Year 1 have just finished their topic of ‘It’s Party Time!’ 
and we have had such fun! The children planned a 
party for Hugless Douglas and it was a great success. 
We made decorations and party hats in our art lessons 
and planned the food in Design Technology. The 
children even wrote their own shopping lists and we 
went to ASDA to buy the food. On the day of the party 
the children brought in their own bears from home to 
join in the dancing and games. 
 

Year 3 travel back in time! 

 
In early December, both year 3 classes participated in 
a Bush Craft Day as a part of our Stone Age topic. The 
children learned about how important fire was to the 
people in the Stone Age, how hunting was part of their 
everyday lives and they even had a chance to 
understand how to build shelters, taking into account 
the materials that would have been around. The 
children engaged in hands-on activities, discussions 
and demonstrations about how to make fire and even 
had a go themselves using flint. We created cave art, 
using ash and coloured dyes. The children were really 

Did you read our updated Uniform Policy – it offers 
choice & flexibility following our recent consultation 
with parents & carers. What do you think? 
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able to show off their creative side and behaved 
impeccably throughout the day. Miss Edokpayi. 
 

Amazing progress in Spanish! 

 
Though it’s only the end of the first term, it is already 
incredible to see how much progress our children are 
making in Spanish. Year 1 pupils continue having fun 
while learning colours through actions, games, and 
songs. How do you say’ blue and pink’ in Spanish? 
Year 2 are doing a fantastic job while counting by tens 
up to 100 with our  friends ´Los números mono´: What 
numbers are ‘Veinte’, ‘sesenta’ and ‘cien’ in English? 
Year 3 pupils have been working hard while classifying 
fruits according to gender (masculine and feminine) 
and number (plural) with ‘Las Super Reglas’. Is ‘La 
manzana’ masculine (Súper O) or feminine (Súper A)? 
Year 4 pupils are taking the first steps to learn the 
conjugation and they have been forming the 1

st
,2

nd
,3

rd
 

person singular of some regular verbs. What does ‘yo 
lucho’ and ‘ella lucha’ mean? Year 6 has been 
receiving the Christmas decorations from more than 30 
countries across Europe as part of the Christmas tree 
decoration exchange project in which our school takes 
part. We have been putting up the Christmas tree with 
all of them, we have cooked some traditional sweets, 
we have learnt about how Christmas is celebrated in 
other countries and if this wasn’t enough, our year 6 
children have been carrying out a special assembly to 
show the project to the whole school and carried out 
the countdown to Christmas lights switch on. ¡Bien 
hecho chic@s! ¡Hasta pronto!  Miss Rodríguez  
 

Year 2 welcome parents & carers! 
Recently, Year 2 held their Learning 
Workshop, and parents and carers were 
invited in to school to work with their child. 
We had lots of activities to complete including 
making a tree decoration of Rudolph, an 

angel tree topper, and salt dough decoration. The 
afternoon was a great success, and we would like to 
thank everybody that was involved – we really value 
your support! Miss Stabler and Mrs Young. 
 

A Festive Workshop for Year 5! 
On 1st December, year 5 parent and carers were 
invited to work with the children to create a 
festive decoration. Thank you so much to all 
adults who helped the children with their sewing 

skills. Children designed and cut out lovely hanging 
decorations. Pom-poms and sequins were then added. 
We're sure that these will look wonderful hanging on a 
Christmas tree! Mrs Miller and Mrs Millican. 
 

EYFS Christmas Craft Sessions 
Last week, EYFS 
held three 
Christmas Craft 
sessions. Parents 
and carers were 
invited in to school 
to work with their 
child. We had lots of 
different activities, 
including making a 

Christmas biscuit, a colourful tree decoration, a 
wonderful white angel and a Christmas card.  There 
was a great turnout and the sessions were a huge 
success. Thankyou for your support! We’re already 
looking forward to the next workshop. EYFS Team. 
 

Year 1 Christmas Craft Afternoon 

 
Recently Year 1 held a Christmas Craft session where 
parents and carers were invited in to school to work 
with their child. We had lots of different activities to 
complete including decorating a Christmas biscuit, a 
Christmas bauble, lanterns, wreaths, Christmas Cards 
and a stand up Santa. There was a great turnout and 
the afternoon was a huge success. We would like to 
thank everybody that was involved and we are looking 
forward to the next workshop.  
 

Year 6 work with Parents & Carers 
The children worked with parents, and 
carers, making a range of Christmas 
decorations, including a Christmas wreath, 
Christmas tree and a Santa Claus.  

Everybody had an enjoyable afternoon and 
the children loved having their parents and carers in 
school and working together. Miss A McLoughlin 
 

Children & Parents have fun in Year 3! 
We made a range of different crafts including 
decorated biscuits, Christmas wreaths and 
egg cup penguins. The children had lots of 
fun working alongside their parents, 

grandparents and carers. Thank you to everyone who 
attended - we had a really fun afternoon! Miss Fraser. 
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This is the best value childcare in 
Sunderland - just £4.00 per session (3.15-
5.45), with a healthy snack & lots of fun 
activities included! Please book at the school 
Office, or ring us on 5537647. 

D a t e s  f o r  yo u r  D i a r y !  
 
 

 
 

Fri 18 Dec. 12.30-1.15. Carol service St Aidan’s Chuch, 
Ryhope Rd - all welcome. End of term - please collect 
your child - St  Aidan’s 1.15pm. 
Mon 4 Jan. School reopens – Spring Term. 
Wed 6 Jan. Yr 1 Walkwise Project (Road Safety) 
Wed 13 Jan. Phototronics – School Council photo. 
Mon 18 Jan. Staff Training Day – school closed. 
Tues 19 Jan (p.m.) Class 3E to Sunderland Library 
Wed 20 Jan. Yr6  – to City Library - Kindertransport 
Exhibition (based on yr 6 artwork). 
Wed 20 Jan (p.m.) Class 3F to Sunderland Library 
Thurs 28 Jan. SAFC Family Learning session 1. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Year 4 – Aurasma Experts! 

 
For their parents and carers’ workshop, year 4 first 
made a Christmas card, then showed-off their 
technological skills by adding a special video message 
to the cards, using one of our favourite iPad apps - 
Aurasma. Thank you for all of your support - 
everybody had a great afternoon. Miss Hunter  
 

Southmoor Year 10s work with GPS Year 5 
The Southmoor pupils made a 
presentation about healthy eating. We 
looked at the different food groups. I was 
shocked when they told me that there were 

71/2 spoons of sugar in an energy drink! We drew our 
own 'balanced' plate of food onto a paper plate. It was 
a really good lesson. By Kai (year 5). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

INCR-EDIBLES!  

 
 
 
 
 

Christmas Concert 
On Wednesday this week we held our annual Christmas Concert in school.  Our talented musicians and singers 
entertained us with a variety of songs and musical pieces.  We assembled a Grangetown Orchestra and enjoyed 
listening to the stringed music of violins and cellos as well as the brass section with their cornets and P-Bones. For 
the first time, Mrs Mapplebeck taught the children a Christmas piece in which all musicians played together. It was a 
great success.  Our talented actors from Year 5 performed songs from Elf, ably accompanied by our Key Stage Two 
choir.  To round it all off, Miss Rodriguez and children from Year 4 presented a Spanish Christmas song.  It was a 
pleasure to listen to our talented children perform – we are all very proud of them!  Well done to the staff who worked 
hard supporting the children, and a special thank you to Miss Edokpayi for organising it all! By Mrs Cole 

GPS Christmas Concert Wows Audience – such Talented Musicians! 

We would like to wish all of our families a Happy 
Christmas, & very best wishes for 2016. Thankyou 

for all of your wonderful support during 2015. 


