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Hear ye, hear ye! 

 
To celebrate the end of our Castles and Kingdoms 
topic, we were all cordially invited to a grand medieval 
banquet! We really enjoyed the preparations - we 
made invitations for each other, bunting to decorate 
the hall, crowns for the Royals and Knight’s shields. 
We researched about medieval banquets and explored 
what foods they used to eat and how it was different to 
our foods now. We all made suggestions on what 
foods we would like at the banquet and decided on the 
most popular by voting and making pictograms and bar 
charts. We made shopping lists and helped our 
teachers to make all the different foods for the banquet 
during the week. On the day, we came in our medieval 
attire and dressed as Queens, Kings, Princes, 
Princesses, Knights and we even had a couple of 
dragons! We danced, played games, enjoyed a 
fantastic feast and drank delicious mead (lemonade!)  
We had a fantastic day! EYFS Team. 
 

‘Riding the Waves’ – we Hit the Surf! 

 
Recently, a group of 26 year 5 and 6 children visited 
Seaburn beach to take part in a fabulous session of 
‘Hitting the Surf’. First, the children listened carefully 
about keeping themselves safe in the sea. They 
answered the questions very sensibly and showed a 
good understanding of what the different flags meant 
and how to help others in case of an emergency. The 
children then changed into wet suits and had a 
fantastic time in the water. They were shown how to  

 
run in seawater – like a chicken - and how to help 
people if they got into difficulties. The children also had 
an amazing time ‘riding the waves’ as they body-
boarded in the sea! Mrs Millican 
 

Hamsterley Forest 

 
Year 5 had a fabulous day at Hamsterley Forest, using 
high-tech Virtual Reality to learn about living things 
and their habitats. We started the day hunting for bugs 
in the forest. We then had to classify them and put 
them into the correct tray.  Next, we had to make our 
own bugs out of clay and twigs. After that, we had our 
lunch then walked up to a different part of the forest 
where we were met by a team of people working on a 
project called ‘In the eyes of the animal’. The children 
had to place these special helmets on to their heads, 
giving them a 360-degree cinematic experience in a 
fantastic 3D forest. The children had an amazing 
experience, fluttering like a dragonfly and jumping like 
a frog! To finish the day off, the children worked in 
groups to make dens out of branches. A great day had 
by all! Mrs Miller. 
 

Year 4 step back in time – Roman Britain! 

 
To finish off their Ruthless Romans topic and to say a 
huge thank you for their hard work over the half term, 
Year 4 took part in a Roman day on the last Friday of 
term. Every single member of the class transformed 
into a different Roman. We had patricians, goddesses 
and centurions. As part of the day, everybody made a 
Roman laurel wreath and their own Roman board 
game. Children also tried some Roman dishes, 
including porridge flavoured with salt and ham. The 
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porridge flavoured with honey went down much better! 
Year 4 had a fantastic day and everyone looked 
amazing. Miss Hunter. 
 

¿Que tiempo hace hoy? 

 
Year 6 are trying their best while learning ‘La ropa’ 
(clothes). We have had fun while learning the song 
‘¿Que ropa llevas hoy?’ and learning numbers in 
hundreds up to 1000. How do you say 200, 500 and 
1000 in Spanish? Year 5 continue learning about ‘El 
tiempo’ (The weather). We have created our version of 
the song ‘¿Que tiempo hace hoy?’ and we have been 
making sentences using seasons, days of the week 
and weather expressions. What does ‘En primavera el 
lunes hace calor’ mean? Year 4 have been learning to 
write “Las fechas” (the dates).We have had fun playing 
games and writing down our dates of birth. In addition, 
we have celebrated a birthday party while making 
cakes and guessing the dates of birth of our friends. 
Can you say: ‘What day is it today? ‘Hoy es el ….’  
Year 3 pupils have been trying their best while learning 
parts of the body. We have been singing the song 
‘Cabeza, hombros, rodillas y pies’ (Head, shoulders, 
knees and toes). Can you remember what does ‘mano, 
pelo and pie’ mean? Year 2 are doing a fantastic job 
while learning ‘Los opuestos’ (The opposites). We 
have played some choral repetition games and learnt 
the song ‘Para bailar los opuestos’ (Dancing with the 
opposites). We have also read the book ‘Los opuestos’ 
by Sebastian Garcia and created our own version. Can 
you say the opposite of ‘arriba, feliz and derecha’? 
Year 1 are having fun asking and answering questions 
about ‘La edad’ (The age) through some games and 
the song ‘¿Cuántos años tienes tú?’ (How old are 
you?)  How can you say in Spanish ‘I am six years 
old? ‘Yo tengo…’ ¡‘Hasta pronto!  Miss Rodríguez. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 4 Tennis Champs! 

 
In early May, some children from Year 4 went to the 
Puma Centre in Sunderland to represent GPS in a 
tennis competition. There were five other schools there 
too. The children were split up into two groups - the 
first group played a series of team games, racing with 
the ball balanced on the racket, batting accurately to 
get their ball in the bucket and rolling the ball across 
the court to try and knock down a can. The children 
encouraged each other and cheered on their team 
mates with great enthusiasm. While this was going on 
the second group of children were to play individual 
matches against other children, aiming to be the first 
player to get 5 points. Our children played brilliantly, 
and showed great sportsmanship, shaking hands with 
their opponent at the end of every match (win or lose) 
and they mixed really well with the other children from 
the different schools. At the end of the afternoon all the 
children were gathered to sit in their school groups to 
hear the results. The results were read out in reverse 
order, building up the tension between the schools 
until…first place was awarded to Grangetown! The 
children (and I) cheered, jumped around and were very 
pleased, we were all thrilled. A huge well done goes to 
all the children, not only because of the result but 
because their behaviour and sporting attitude. They 
did themselves and Grangetown proud! Well Done 
year 4 - Jude, Jack, Luke, Rewan, Mia, Emma B and 
Cloe. Ms Crooks 
 

Year 4 Romans head for Arbeia! 

 
As part of our Ruthless Romans topic, Year 4 visited 
Arbeia Roman Fort in South Shields. When they got 
there, we learned that the fort was a very important 
one as it was a supply fort. Supplies were grown and 
stored there, before being transferred to soldiers on 
Hadrian’s Wall. The children were transformed into 

Get Ready to Fiesta! 
It’s our 4

th
 annual Spanish Day on 

Thursday 16
th
 June! A fantastic day of 

Spanish language, culture, music, 
dance and storytelling is planned. The 
children can wear Spanish themed 
clothes and/or clothes in the colour of 
the Spanish flag. 
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archaeologists and they used trowels to dig through 
the sand for Roman remains - some children even 
found animal bones! Once they had completed their 
dig, the children were taken on a tour of the fort and 
saw the barracks where the soldiers would have lived. 
All of the children agreed they would have liked to 
have been a Commanding Officer with his large house 
and slaves rather than a legionnaire who had to share 
a tiny room with 7 other men. After touring the fort and 
seeing artefacts in the museum, the children created 
their own artistic frieze, inspired by the artefacts. All of 
the children had a fantastic day. Miss Hunter.  
 

Year 4 & Reception bluebell planting  

 
Year 4 and Reception spent an afternoon working with 
‘The Friends of Backhouse Park’ to plant new 
bluebells. The children were split into two groups (a 
mixture of Reception and Year 4) and were given the 
tools and equipment to plant bluebells. We were given 
tips about the way we should plant them to ensure the 
best growth and survival. Each group also got to play 
in the park and we were kindly given drinks. It was 
such a lovely afternoon - not only did the sun shine but 
the children worked together so well and behaved 
brilliantly. We would like to say a big thank you to the 
Friends of Backhouse Park, and Miss Wayman, for 
inviting us to come along and help.  
 

Exploring Nature with Year 1 

 
Year 1 recently took a trip to Backhouse Park to look 
at how the weather had changed and compare it to our 
last walk there in the Autumn term. We noticed lots of 
changes. The sun was shining and it was so warm we 
ended up taking our coats off and carrying them! We  

also noticed that there were lots of flowers and they 
looked so pretty. We decided that we prefer the Spring 
to the Autumn. Miss Moody. 
 

Mad Hatter’s Tea Party 

 
To end our topic of Alice in Wonderland Year 2 had a 
Mad Hatter’s tea party. We started the afternoon by 
watching Disney’s Alice in Wonderland. The children 
then put on their home made mad hats and we sat 
around a long table had had lots of delicious food 
including: cupcakes, crisps and biscuits. The children 
then watched the rest of the film with popcorn and hot 
chocolate. I would like to say a big well done to Miley 
and Kamil who won the mad hat competition. All 
children who took part put a huge amount off effort into 
their hats and they were all AMAZING! The children 
thoroughly enjoyed the afternoon. Miss Stabler  
 

Keep Kids Active! 

 
Cameron Hirst  & Jessica Robson (year 6) write: Year 
6 had a visitor, called Chris, from Keep Kids Active - a 
sporting program. Our first activity was dodge ball and 
we played different versions of it. The first version was 
the original after that we played the second version - 
Medic. Medic is where you pick a person from your 
team to be a medic and they can revive people when 
they get hit. We played football after that and we were 
separated into 4 teams. Then came handball, where 
we were still in 4 different teams. After lunch, we 
played tag rugby were we were playing normal rugby 
but we had tags and if they were pulled you had 3 
seconds to get rid of the ball. Soon after, we played 
dodge ball again but this was the second time. All of 
year six learnt how to work together as a team and 
how to cope with winning and losing. It was a fun and 
exciting day - however we were all very tired by the 
end! It was a great treat for finishing our Sats.  
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D a t e s  f o r  yo u r  D i a r y !  

 
 

 
 

You will get a full set of dates with this Newsletter. Some 
highlights are: 

Thurs 16 June: Spanish Day. 
Tues 28 June: Sunderland Empire Dance Festival. 
Fri 8 July: Summer Fayre, 1.30-3.00. 

Wb Mon 11 July: Health Week! 

Little Red Riding Hood 

 
Year 1 recently enjoyed a performance of the 
traditional tale ‘Little Red Riding Hood’, by local theatre 
company ‘No Limits’. There was lots of audience 
participation, which the children loved! This very 
special activity linked perfectly with our current topic - 
‘Story Time’. The children had an amazing afternoon 
listening to and joining in with the story and singing the 
songs. They especially liked it when the wolf chased 
Goldilocks! As this topic is now being brought to a 
close we can say that our learning experience has 
been a great success! We have engaged with a huge 
range of stories, developed our writing techniques and 
enhanced our drama skills. Miss Moody. 
 

The Palace Green Museum 

 
As a part of our topic ‘The Super Settlers’ we visited 
the Palace Green Museum in Durham to gain more of 
an insight into Anglo Saxon life. The children were able 
to look at and draw different artefacts, whilst guessing 
what they thought the object was and what it might be 
used for. To the delight of the children, they were also 
able to try on some of the items: the helmets were very 
heavy! Later in the day we looked at the Lindisfarne 
Gospels and learned about why they were important to 
the Anglo Saxons. We also had a try of creating our 
own front page using the same technique that was 
used by the monks at Holy Island. During the 
afternoon session the two year 3 classes came 
together to work in mixed teams to undertake different 
quizzes and activities. The activities were all based 
around what it would be like to live during the Anglo 
Saxon period for example guessing what different 
smells were and investigating armour.  To end our visit 
the children were all challenged to work in pairs to 
dress each other as a monk, in silence! This proved 
tricky. We really enjoyed the visit and were able to take 

a lot of interesting facts back to school with us and 
apply into our work. Miss Fraser. 
 

Nursery Parent Workshop 

 
Parents and carers enjoyed a presentation, all about 
what their children have been learning in Nursery 
lately. Then, children and parents got a chance to work 
together. The children were thrilled to take home some 
fantastic resources, including their own finger light to 
practise their name and numbers. Thanks so much to 
all parents who attended our sessions – we really 
appreciate your support. Mrs Mitchell. 
 

Mayan Magic! 

 
The Year 6 topic this term is ‘Mayan Magic’ and is 
about the ancient civilisation of the Mayan people who 
lived in Central America. We launched our topic by 
looking at artefacts, such as masks and statues, and 
we viewed a video about the Chichen Itza temple.   
During the topic the children will read Mayan myths, 
create their own myth and produce an information 
booklet about the Mayans. In History lessons, the 
children will learn about how the Mayans lived, what 
they invented and their beliefs. In art the children are 
designing and making their own ceremonial masks and 
will look at murals that have been discovered.  In 
design technology they will design and make a Mayan 
clay pot. Miss A McLoughlin. 
 

 


