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A Visit from the Chicks! 
On Tuesday 24

th
 April, 

tiny eggs were dropped 
off at GPS in their 
incubator. The children 
watched carefully to 
see any signs of 
cracking and lots of the 
children watched the 
chick cam at home. By 
Friday, 7 fluffy baby 
chicks had hatched! 
The children have been 
extremely sensible 
looking after the chicks 

and taking care of them, making sure they are well 
watered and fed. Lots of the children have been very 
brave and have held the chicks. The children made 
such a strong bond to the chicks that it was only fair to 
keep some of them. We are keeping 3 of the 7 chicks 
in Y1 until they are ready to transition to the outdoors. 
The children are very excited and we hopefully will be 
collecting their eggs in no time! Miss Beetham. 
 

Year 2 Dancers shine in Festival! 

 
On Thursday 29

th
 March, a number of Year 2 children 

attended the Foundation of Light Dance Festival at 
City Space. Throughout the day, the children took part 
in some dance related activities, before learning a full 
dance routine to a song from the film ‘Trolls.’ All of the 
children had a fantastic day and their behaviour was 
impeccable. Well done Year 2! Miss Donaldson 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

Ahoy me hearties!  

 
We are thoroughly enjoying learning about Pirates and 
the seaside! We began our topic by holding a pirate 
breakfast where we ate foods such as ‘pirate gold’ and 
‘dead man’s fingers’ – who knew they were so tasty?! 
We held our parent workshop and invited everyone to 
come into school dressed as pirates – all of the 
parents and children made so much effort and their 
costumes looked fabulous! We played games such as 
‘walk the plank’ and we even had water balloon 
cannon balls! After our exciting trip to South Shields 
and Souter Lighthouse, the children wanted to learn 
more about Lighthouses. We looked at the story of 
‘The Lighthouse Keepers Lunch’ and made our own 
lighthouses, made circuits using batteries/bulbs and 
made Mr Grinling a nice sandwich. Miss Tose  

 

Year 4  Skipping Superstars! 

 
After weeks of practise, Year 4 went to Thornhill to 
compete against four other schools in a skipping 
festival. The skipping festival was broken into three 
parts: the individual skills, the long rope skills and the 
skip dance. All of the children competed in their 
chosen skill and were absolutely incredible! When it 
came to the skipping dance, the children were a little 
nervous as it was extremely tricky but once again they 
were fantastic. Lots of our children were awarded gold, 
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Messy Play at GPS – Free! 
 

Great fun for you & your little one! 
 

Every Tuesday 1.30-2.30 
 

Age from birth – 4 
 

Book your place by ringing 514 0101 
 

For more information & photos see 

Facebook: @NurseryGrangetown 
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silver and bronze medal certificates in Grangetown’s 
most successful year at the skipping festival. Mr 
McAnaney even had to do a special awards ceremony 
in the class as there were so many certificates to give 
out. The children were absolutely brilliant and most 
importantly, they all had a wonderful time. I hope that 
the children continue to work together, practise and 
enjoy their new skipping skills. Miss Hunter.  
 

Lost Landscapes and Learning 

 
As part of our Lost Landscapes and Learning project, 
we worked with Rio to look at how and why land use 
changes over time, and how we can collect and use 
information to help us to understand the past. We 
looked at a range of different types of maps and 
discussed their purpose. The children located 
Sunderland and then focused on local landmarks – 
including Galley’s Gill, where the children will be 
visiting later this term. We created our own ‘wallpaper’ 
maps in groups and compared them to an 1850 map of 
Sunderland. During their afternoon session, the 
children had a wonderful opportunity to work with two 
retired shipbuilders (Fred and Tommy), who currently 
work for the Sunderland Maritime Heritage on Church 
Street East in Sunderland. We watched a video from 
the early 1900s about life in the Shipyards, then we 
had a Q&A session asking our visitors what it was like 
for them working in the shipyards They told us all 
about their experiences and helped the children to 
understand how important it is to know about our past. 
Mrs Millican & Mrs Miller. 
 

On va jouer! 

 
We have been enjoying learning all about toys in 
French in year 1. Miss Stell’s class have been looking 
at toys old and new in their topic work so we decided 
to do the same in French. First of all, we learned the 

names of some toys in French and then we looked at 
which toys were traditionnel and which were moderne. 
The children had some interesting reasons why 
particular toys should be in each category. We finished 
off the lesson by trying out some of the more traditional 
toys, which proved to be a big hit!    
 

Our exciting visit to Souter Lighthouse! 

 
 

Recently we visited Souter Lighthouse and South 
Shields beach. We all had a fantastic time! First we 
visited Souter Lighthouse where we learned about the 
purpose of a lighthouse. We also made telescopes to 
see if we could see any pirate ships! Then we went on 
the minibus to South Shields beach where we wrote in 
the sand, made sandcastles and explored the concept 
of filling and emptying water out of the holes we had 
dug. As always, Miss Lambton, Miss Tose and Mrs 
Hanlon were so impressed by the children’s fantastic 
behaviour.  Early Years Team. 

 

Raging Rivers! 

 
 

We have a very exciting topic this half-term – Raging 
Rivers. The children will be learning all about the 
features and journey of a river. In Literacy they will be 
writing an explanation text about the water cycle, a 
leaflet giving information about rivers, a debate about 
damming rivers and they will write some poetry. In 
Science they will make their own version of the water-
cycle using a plastic sandwich bag. In Art and DT the 
children will be working in groups to make a 3D model 
of a river. To finish off our topic the children will have a 
fieldtrip to Harehope Quarry where they will be 
following the journey of a river and identifying the 
features. They will also be carrying out some practical 
investigations when they will measure the width, depth 
and velocity of a river. Mrs Miller, Mrs Bracknall & Mrs 
Millican. 

 

http://www.grangetown.sunderland.sch.uk/


See this in glorious colour at: www.grangetown.sunderland.sch.uk  

Pirates! 

 
This half term Miss Lambton’s class have been 
learning all about Pirates and the seaside. We’ve 
enjoyed transforming our wooden play equipment into 
our very own pirate ship! During our topic we have 
learned all about the role of a pirate, the parts of a 
pirate ship and have made our own treasure maps. We 
have also looked at a poem called ‘Meet the Pirates’ 
and enjoyed writing our own poetry. Recently we held 
our pirate theme parent workshop where we threw 
cannon balls, walked the phonics plank, wrote 
messages in a bottle and created our own port holes. 
Miss Lambton and Mrs Dobson would like to thank 
everyone who attended the workshop. Miss Lambton. 
 

Ahoy me Hearties!  

 
This half term we started a new topic about pirates. 
We introduced the new topic by becoming a pirate and 
bringing to life the story ‘Pirates love Underpants’. We 
have been making treasure maps and role playing 
what happened in the story. We then went on a visit to 
Souter Lighthouse and the beach and pretended to be 
pirates at the lighthouse and dig for treasure at the 
beach. We used pirate coins and treasure to solve 
mathematical problems, count up to 20 and sort into 
groups to give to different pirates to correct amount of 
treasure. We continued the pirate theme by focussing 
on the story ‘Pirates in Pyjamas’. We dressed in role 
on the Monday and finished the week by having a 
pirate party, eating the food we had made using visual 
instructions. We are really enjoying this topic and the 
great links to our enhanced provision. Mrs Hanlon. 
 

Southmoor Taster Day for Year 5 
Earlier this month, 
year 5 had a 
fabulous opportunity 
to visit Southmoor 
for a ‘taster’ day. 
The children divided 
into three groups 
and took part in a 

number of different lessons including maths, literacy, 
French, history and music. The children even had their 
lunch at Southmoor, in the dining hall. The children 
had a fantastic day and now have more of an 
understanding of what it will be like when they move to 
secondary school in 2019! Mrs Millican. 
 

A Journey Through Time! 

 
Y1VS have had a fantastic start to their new topic ‘A 
Journey through Time’. We’re learning about old and 
new toys. We were excited to receive a delivery of toys 
from the past and couldn’t wait to explore them. We 
investigated to see what the toys were made from and 
compared them to what our toys are made from now. 
We have also looked at what makes different toys 
move, and created our own teddy bears with moving 
arms and legs by using split pins. The children have 
been asking some fantastic questions about toys of the 
past and even carried out their own research with their 
family members. We can’t wait for our trip to The 
Discovery Museum for our toys workshop! Miss Stell  
 

Year 3 on tour - Broomhouse Farm 

 
Year 3 were invited back to visit Broomhouse Farm in 
Durham to see what a working farm looks like in the 
Spring term. We were able to visit the pigs and the 
piglets, collect eggs and see the tractors. In the 
afternoon we took part in the forest trail, where we had 
to find small doors around the forest. We then had to 
match up the animal behind the door with the puzzle 
sheet each group had. While taking part in the trail we 
were able to have a turn on the zipwire. Because we 
were so well behaved we were able to try out all of the 
slides and swings in the forest. All of the children were 
very brave and tried, even though some of us were a 
bit nervous! We all had a great day at the farm and 
represented the school brilliantly. Miss Fraser. 
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Radiant Rainforests in Year 4! 

 
 

Our new topic is a fantastic science and geography 
topic where children are learning all about rainforests. 
We are reading a brilliant story called The Explorer 
which is set in the Amazon. The children have used 
atlases to locate countries around the world which 
have rainforests and they have produced some 
incredible explanation texts which talk about the four 
layers of the rainforest. The children are looking at how 
to sort and classify animals, and they will be creating 
branching databases to help with this. The children are 
also in the process of using the Comic Life app to 
create an interactive book about the rainforest. They 
will make their book interactive by adding pop up 
sections, lift the flap boxes or linking videos using QR 
codes. We have lots of exciting activities coming up 
over the next half term. Miss Hunter 
 

From Farm to Fork! 

 
 

This half-term our topic is ‘From Farm to Fork’ and we 
have been learning all about farmers growing fruits 
and vegetables. We read ‘The Little Red Hen’ and 
decided to make our own bread, just like she does. We 
walked to ASDA to buy the ingredients and when we 
got back to school, we made the bread. The children 
even made their own butter by shaking up cream! It 
was delicious! We have recently used fruit to create 
yummy smoothies. Miss Beetham. 

The Big Dig! 

 
This month, the year 5 children have had wonderful 
time, working with CEED to create our wildflower 
meadow. On the first day, they measured out the size 
of the plot, then dug up the grass and turned the soil 
over. On the second day, they spent the morning re-
digging over the soil again, in the afternoon they 
planted the flower seeds - ensuring that we had the 
correct mix and 'shushing' the seeds to 'tickle' them 
into the soil. We are all excited to see what the 
wildflower meadow will look like when it begins to 
germinate and grow. Thank you very much for our 
wonderful volunteers who came to school to help us. 
Mrs Millican 
 

Sensational Singing! 

 
This half term has seen the return of Grangetown’s 
fantastic Choir. Children form years 3-6 are invited to 
join and they meet once a week on a Thursday 
lunchtime. The Choir have lots of exciting things to 
prepare for in the summer term, including trips to sing 
in public and learning the songs for our upcoming 
summer musical. The children have been working very 
hard learning to sing in harmony and using their voices 
to practice different singing techniques which require 
lots of skill and team work! Everyone is having a 
fantastic time and already our school choir sounds 
fantastic. We have talent in abundance and can’t wait 
to show off some of our songs later in the term. 
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
    
       

Dates for your Diary 
 
 

 

 
 
 

Mon 14-Fri 18 May: Y6 SATs Week (with free daily Breakfast!) 
Tue 15 May: Y1VS to the Discovery Museum (Newcastle) 
Mon 21 May: Y5 to Galleys Gill (Deptford, Sunderland) 
Wed 23 May: Y5/6 Hit the Surf with RNLI! (Seaburn) 
Mon 28 May-Fri 1 June: Half-term. School re-opens Mon 4 June.  

 

See our website for all of our Summer Dates! 
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