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GPS pupils shine as singer songwriters! 

 
On Monday 11

th
 December, a group of year 5 and year 

6 children had the wonderful opportunity of working 
with a local singer/songwriter Marty Longstaff as part 
of a Never Such Innocence project. The children first 
took part in a writing workshop which was to help write 
a song to commemorate the centenary of WWI. They 
focused on the RAF and the important part that they 
played during WWI. The children helped to create a 
very moving song entitled ‘Plane without a Pilot’ which 
they then practised and performed beautifully – 
alongside Marty – at Sunderland Minster on Thursday 
14

th
 December. Mrs Millican 

 

Born in a Barn! 

 
On Friday 15th December, EYFS took part in their first 
solo Nativity without KS1! This year the children learnt 
a new Nativity play called ‘Born in a Barn’. Some of the 
children had lines to learn, others had solo songs and 
dances! All of the children tried their very best and the 
show was an absolute treat. The children spoke so 
fluently, sang their very best and danced perfectly. The 
Foundation Stage staff are so proud of your children 
and we all held back tears at the end of the show!  
Well done to everyone involved! EYFS Team. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Year 5 Parent & Carer Workshop 

 
The children had a fabulous time during our parent 
workshop. We started off with a ‘Mystic Rose’ 
challenge. The children and parents had to predict how 
many lines would need to be drawn on a circle with 6 
points. They had to work in a systematic way to find 
that 21 lines were needed.  They then moved on to a 
harder challenge; this time looking at a circle with 12 
points. We found that 66 lines were needed. Once the 
difficult part was finished, we moved on to the fun part 
of the session -  making a Mystic Rose using a needle 
and thread. Look at our fabulous work! Mrs Miller, Mrs 
Bracknall & Mrs Millican 
 

EYFS went to the Panto – Oh Yes they did! 

 
We really enjoyed our trip to Durham Gala Theatre at 
the beginning of December. We heard Mrs Claus was 
in the North East and wanted to see her for ourselves! 
We loved travelling by bus from school, asking 
questions along the way. When we arrived, we could 
smell something cooking and wondered if this was 
coming from Mrs Claus’ kitchen! We were met by 
Widjit the Elf who guided us into the theatre to meet 
Mrs Claus. She was very busy in her kitchen making 
gingerbread men to enjoy. Unfortunately, Widjit wasn’t 
a very good help and we ended up helping Mrs Claus! 
What a fantastic show! We even had our photograph 
taken with the cast. Mrs Claus told us she would 
mention to Santa how well we sat for the show when 
she returns to the North Pole. EYFS Team  
 

December  2017  

GRANGETOWN NEWSLETTER  

Messy Play Update! 
Our 4 recent sessions of Messy Play proved very 
popular indeed. Our Messy Play Team – Charlotte, 
Angela and Belinda – did a fantastic job! We’re 
pleased to announce that Messy Play will be back in 
2018 – starting on Tuesday 23

rd
 January! See you 

then! 
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Go Go Joseph! 

 
The Christmas production this year was ‘Joseph and 
the Amazing Technicolour Dreamcoat’.  All of the Key 
Stage 2 children were involved in the show which was 
performed twice for family and friends. The children 
spent a great deal of time learning and rehearsing the 
songs and the actions to accompany the songs.  The 
children all looked amazing on the stage wearing their 
multi-coloured t-shirts. Even though the show was a lot 
of hard work, the children worked with enthusiasm and 
had a great time. See the back page for a full cast 
photograph! Miss McLoughlin. 
 

Joyeux Noël! 

 
In Key Stage 2, in our last week of term, we have used 
our new French skills to design and describe our own 
Christmas jumpers. We were able to describe the 
colour of the jumper and explain what was on the front. 
In Key Stage 1, we have been learning new words for 
things we see at this time of year. We have written 
them down and then enjoyed throwing them as 
snowballs to the other children who read them and 
explained what they mean. Madame Blackett is 
extremely impressed with how quickly all of our 
children have embraced French and is looking forward 
to the new year!   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cinderella! 

 
Year 1 had a fantastic time at Whitley Bay Playhouse 
for the pantomime ‘Cinderella’! We couldn’t believe it 
when those naughty sisters sprayed water at us. At the 
end, two of our children were invited onto the stage to 
take part in a competition to see who had the funniest 
laugh. We think we definitely won! As always, the 
children were impeccably behaved and fantastic role 
models for GPS. Miss Stell and Miss Beetham  
 

Year 1 parent workshop  

 
The children were thrilled to get the opportunity to 
invite their grown-ups into their class last week. They 
had lots of fun carrying out Christmas crafts together. 
The children (and adults) produced some wonderful 
pieces that they have now proudly taken home. 
Thanks to all of the parents and carers who were able 
to attend the workshop. Your continued support is 
greatly appreciated.  Miss Beetham and Miss Stell 
 

The Incredible GPS Circus Club! 

 
Circus club has gone very well this half-term. Along 
with some fun unusual games we have been exploring 
balance, a variety of juggling equipment and even a 
little comedy with 'the silly hat sketch'. At the end of the 
course, the children performed brilliantly for their 
mams and dads – everyone loved the show! Circus 
Club will be starting up again in the New Year (letters 
will be sent out on Monday 8

th
 January). A huge well 

A big thankyou… 

 
…to our Friends of Grangetown group for a fantastic 
Christmas Fayre, an amazing Raffle, & for all of the 
help given at our Christmas shows. We’re so grateful 
for the support of the Friends – they work so hard 
and make such a positive difference! Mr McAnaney. 
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done to all of the children who have taken part in 
Circus Club – you’ve all done a fabulous job! By Marty. 
 

The Grumpy Sheep 

 
Key Stage One performed their Nativity on Tuesday to 
the school and to their parents and carers. The 
children put on a great show called 'The Grumpy 
Sheep'. The children told the story of a very grumpy 
sheep that really did not want to go to Bethlehem to 
see the new born baby King. As they travelled they 
saw angels, Wisemen and merry travellers. The 
grumpy sheep grumped all day and all night on their 
journey. However when they arrived at the stable she 
felt very ashamed of herself and smiled her very first 
smile! The children did a wonderful job and we are 
very proud of their hard work. Miss Stabler. A note 
from Mr McAnaney – our KS1 staff took lots of 
fabulous photos of the children, in Nativity costumes – 
we will be turning these into a powerpoint which we will 
play in our foyer in the New Year – if you’d like to order 
a print, or you’d like an individual photo emailed, we 
are happy to get that organised. 
 

Year 6 Parent Workshop  

 
The children had a lovely afternoon when their parents 
and carers came for a Christmas themed parent 
workshop.  Alongside their parents and carers, the 
children completed a range of activities.  The children 
used their knowledge of reading co-ordinates in a 4-
quadrant grid to draw a Christmas tree.  The children 
made a Christmas wreath and a decoration to hang on 
their tree at home.  They also completed a Christmas 
word search.  The children really enjoyed having their 
adults in their classroom and working with them.  
Thank you to all the adults that were able to attend and 

we are looking forward to the next one in the spring 
term. Miss A McLoughlin 
 

EYFS Christmas Craft Sessions 

 
EYFS held three fantastic Christmas Craft sessions 
where parents and carers were invited in to school to 
work with their child. We had lots of different activities 
to complete including making a Christmas biscuit, a 
wooden tree decoration, designing our own Christmas 
cards and constructing a Christmas stocking. There 
was a fantastic turnout and the sessions were a huge 
success. We would like to thank everybody that was 
involved and would especially like to thank parents and 
carers for your continued support! EYFS Team 
 

Year 2 Parent Workshop 

 
Last Thursday, Year 2 held our annual parent 
workshop. Throughout the afternoon, we had lots of 
fun completing a range of fun Christmas crafts and 
activities. This included making wreaths, cards, and we 
even used crayons to melt our own Christmas 
decorations. Everyone had a fantastic time and the 
children's behaviour was outstanding as always. 
Thank you to parents and carers your continued 
support! Miss Donaldson and Miss Stabler 
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Christmas Concert – our amazing musicians Shine! 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The Cast of Joseph – All Superstars! 

We had such a treat last week when our young musicians performed for us in a special 
assembly. Children from Years 2-6 who take part in violin and cello lessons played a collection 
of Christmas classics in front of their parents and carers. We had songs such as silent night 
and jingle bells. The children narrated it themselves explaining the different techniques you 
learn when playing the violin. The performance started with our younger children who have just 
started to play the violin in September. They showed us how they pluck the strings. They then 
moved onto Y3 and 4 who showed us how the bow is used to play different notes. The 
performance ended with our older children who performed as a group with both the violin and 
cello. We are very proud of our children and the hard work they put into practising their 
instruments. A big well done! Miss Stabler. 

 

We’d like to thank all GPS families for the amazing support you have given school this term, 
and for the brilliant way you have supported your children. Positive and supportive home-
school links make such a difference, & contribute so much to the children’s learning! Have a 
lovely holiday, & we look forward to seeing you all again on Monday 8th January. For 
important dates, see our website, & check out Facebook here: School: 
@GrangetownPrimary, Nursery: @NurseryGrangetown); we’re also on Twitter: 
Grangetown_PS. Please note that school reopens 8.50 a.m. Monday 8th January 2018! 
 

 

Happy Christmas and All the Best for 2018, from all GPS Staff! 
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