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A Reception Adventure! 

 
Reception had an amazing time at Hardwick Park! The 
journey was quite long but we enjoyed spotting horses 
out of the window! When we arrived, we were met by 
one of the park helpers called Leigh. She took us to a 
huge yurt where we left our packed lunches. After that, 
we went off to our fairytale workshop. The workshop 
was absolutely fantastic! We went hunting for the big 
bad wolf, made three little pig houses, made trolls out 
of clay, climbed Jack’s beanstalk and explored the 
giant’s castle! The afternoon was left for us to explore 
the park. We walked for miles and were extremely tired 
when we got back to school. A fantastic day was had 
by all! Miss Tose and Miss Lambton.  
 

Walkwise – Year 1 are keeping safe! 

 
Recently, Year 1 have been enjoying a weekly 
Walkwise session all about road safety. We have 
learnt the green cross code and we practised using 
this when out of school on our trip. We now know to 
stop, look, listen and think before crossing any roads. 
We enjoyed going on walks in our local area and 
looking out for any traffic passing by. The children’s 
behaviour was fantastic when out of school and they 
have all demonstrated their ability to cross roads safely 
with an adult. Miss Stell and Miss Beetham.  

 

Year 1 welcomes mams, dads and carers! 

 
In Year 1, we have been reading the story of ‘The 
Lighthouse Keeper’s Lunch’. We have looked at 
lighthouses and what the role of a lighthouse keeper 
was. For our parents’ workshop, we made lighthouses 
with our parents and carers. We had a fantastic turn 
out for our final parent workshop of the year – it was 
the best turn out yet! The children thoroughly enjoyed 
working with their parents/carers to create their 
lighthouses. They even added a light to the top to give 
it a real lighthouse effect! Thank you to all of the 
parents and carers who came to the workshop - your 
continued support this year has been appreciated and 
it has meant that we have been able to work in 
partnership all year giving your children the best 
possible experience. Miss Beetham and Miss Stell.  
 

Discovery Work Event 

 
The children attended a Discovery Work Event at the 
Stadium of Light.  This allowed them to see the 
different types of careers and opportunities that will be 
available to them when they are older. At the event 
there were a range of employers and tutors from local 
colleges and from Sunderland University. The children 
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visited the South Shields Marine School stand where 
they used a virtual reality headset to explore the inside 
of a ferry. They visited the City of Sunderland College 
stand where they had the chance to try hairdressing 
and beauty activities. They also learned about how 
DNA is made and interacted with robots.  The children 
met police officers and their horses and learned about 
their jobs. The children had an enjoyable day and 
found out a great deal about a range of jobs and what 
they involve. Miss McLoughlin.  
 

Sea Less Plastic - Beach Visit 

 
Year 6 had a fantastic day at Roker beach as part of 
the Sea Less Plastic Project. The first activity involved 
the children being a beach scavenger. They were 
given a list of objects that they had to find on the 
beach, such as the shell with the most stripes or a 
piece of driftwood. The second activity involved 
making the smelliest liquid they could using the natural 
objects on the beach and seawater! They then had the 
challenge to build the most interesting sandcastle 
display that they could. After lunch, the children 
headed to the rocks, where they got the opportunity to 
explore the habitat of rock pools and the creatures that 
live there. Miss McLoughlin. 
 

Woodland Wonders! 

 
This half-term we started a new topic about traditional 
tales. We introduced the topic by bringing to life the 
story ‘The Enormous Turnip’ using props and masks. 
We used a strategy called ‘Talk for Writing’ to make a 
story map to help us use and remember the story 
language and structure. We linked the turnip to maths 
where we weighed objects and compared to see if they 
were lighter or heavier. We then started to look at the 

story ‘Little Red Riding Hood’ and again used a story 
map to rehearse the story. We made Granny’s house 
in the role play area and made medicines and juice in 
the water and messy tray to make her feel better. Mrs 
Hanlon – Nursery.  
 

Year 4 explore Mining history! 

 
Year 4 visited Beamish as part of their topic ‘Choices 
and Changes’ and as part of their Science Sound 
topic. On the morning, they had a workshop which was 
all about different musical instruments. They met at the 
village band hall where they learnt that miners spent 
their free time playing instruments as it cleared out 
their lungs, clogged from working in the mines. Some 
of the instruments were rather strange, like the postal 
horn which was used to signal that road blocks needed 
to be opened quickly for the postal rider to be let 
through, and the jaw horn which is a metal instrument 
placed in the mouth and small metal arm is twanged. 
They also listened to the hooter which was used to 
signal the beginning and end of shift for the miners. 
One group then visited the farm where they looked at 
how life has changed over time and were particularly 
fascinated by the laundry equipment. The other group 
visited the town where they visited the dentist, and 
were horrified at the dental equipment which would 
have been used. The children had a fantastic day and 
tried out lots of new things. Miss Hunter. 
 

Coast to Coast! 

 
In Y2, our topic this half term has been is all about the 
beach! We have looked closely at some beaches 
around the UK, and compared these to the beaches in 
Australia. Year 2 have had a fantastic trip to Hendon 
Beach, for some ‘rock-pooling’ activities. While there, 
we looked closely at our coastline and what we could 
find at our local beach. Back at school, we completed 
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a diary entry in English about our day and in Maths we 
drew pictograms showing what we found at the beach. 
Miss Donaldson and Miss Stabler. 
 

Vive la France! 

 
For the first time at Grangetown Primary School, 
everyone came together to celebrate all things French. 
We had a fantastic day! Our children enjoyed dressing 
in the colours of the French flag and we started the 
day altogether listening to native speaker, Nathalie 
Paris, telling us a wonderful story. The day was spent 
tasting typical French food, playing boules, singing 
songs, and learning lots about French culture, 
including finding out more about French artists and 
composers, the French revolution and our own 
interactive version of the Tour de France! We were 
thrilled to have pupils and staff from Southmoor 
Academy helping us to make the day a huge success! 
We finished the day sharing what we had done and 
enjoyed. Bravo tout le monde! Mrs Blackett. 
 

Our Trip to the Seaside (and on the Ferry!) 

 
As part of our seaside and pirates topic, the children in 
Year 1 have been learning about lighthouses and 
boats. We couldn’t wait for our last trip of the year to 
the seaside! All of the children in Year 1 climbed on 
the bus, packed lunches in hand and off we went to 
Whitley Bay. We arrived at St Mary’s Lighthouse and it 
was very foggy but we brought the Sunderland sun 
with us and it lightened-up, giving us perfect viewing 
weather. We climbed all of the way to the top of the 
lighthouse. It was very high up and the boys and girls 
were very brave. When at the top, we looked out at the 
sea and we even spotted a seal! We learnt about the 
job of a lighthouse keeper. We then dressed up as 
workers from a lighthouse in a fun workshop. We all 
found a lovely spot of grass to eat our lunch on. After 
lunch, we were met by Mrs Blackett. The children 

ordered their ice-cream to her in French and she 
translated it to the ice-cream man. To end our busy 
day, we got the bus to North Shields and got aboard 
the ferry. The children were brave enough to sit 
outdoors upstairs. They held on tightly as the ferry 
sailed across to South Shields. We finally met our bus 
back in South Shields and went back to school. It was 
an excellent day and the children displayed brilliant 
behaviour at all times. Miss Beetham and Miss Stell.  
 

Yr 6 workshop with St. John’s Ambulance 

 
The children had a great day working with Eric, an 
instructor from the St. John’s Ambulance, learning 
about basic first aid skills. The day began with the 
children learning what to do first if someone has an 
accident – this is called doing a ‘primary survey’.  As 
part of this, the children learned how to check if a 
person is breathing and how to safely place a person 
into the recovery position. They then learned about the 
‘secondary survey’, which involves keeping someone 
calm and monitoring them for any changes. On the 
afternoon, the children learned what to do if an adult, 
child or a baby was choking, how you can help 
someone who is having an asthma attack and what to 
do if a person has a nose bleed. The final part of the 
day involved the children learning how to stem blood if 
a person is cut and how to put a bandage on correctly.  
The children enjoyed the day and have learned a lot of 
new and important skills. Miss A McLoughlin. 
 

Traditional Tales with Miss Tose! 

 
Miss Tose’s class have been looking at two fantastic 
stories this half term - ‘The Three Little Pigs’ and ‘Jack 
and the Beanstalk’. To begin the topic, we took a trip to 
Hardwick Park and took part in a fairytale workshop. 
We had a fantastic day and really enjoyed climbing 
Jack’s beanstalk to the top of the hill! Once we were 
back at school, we focused on the Three Little Pigs. 
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We made houses, rewrote the story and even had a 
builder’s yard in the classroom. One day, we came into 
school to find a huge beanstalk had grown! We found 
lots of evidence to suggest a giant had been in our 
classroom! We then planted our own beans and grew 
our very own beanstalks. We have all thoroughly 
enjoyed this topic! Miss Tose. 
 

Jack & the Beanstalk with Miss Lambton! 

 
This half term Miss Lambton’s class have been 
reading the stories ‘The Three Little Pigs’ and Jack 
and the Beanstalk’. We took part in a fairytale 
workshop at Hardwick Park, and had a lovely day 
discussing different fairytales - we really enjoyed 
making houses for the Three Little Pigs out of sticks. 
After the workshop we focused on the story ‘The Three 
Little Pigs’. We retold the story through hot-seating and 
investigated which materials would be best to make a 
house with. One day, we came into our classroom to 
find a giant beanstalk! We enjoyed discussing who 
may have been in our classroom before planting our 
own beans outside. We have learned about what 
plants need to grow and have enjoyed looking after our 
beanstalks and watching them grow! Miss Lambton. 
 

Mighty Mayans! 

 
Year 5 have looked closely at the Mayan civilisation 
this half-term. We examined who they were and how 
their civilization was created. We learned about their 
way of life including how their civilization developed 
over time, their religious beliefs and their daily life. In 

our literacy lessons the children read ‘The Chocolate 
Tree’ by Linda Lowery. They then wrote a creation 
story based on a Mayan myth. As part of our Art and 
Design Technology lessons, the children examined 
Mayan artefacts and in particular the ceremonial 
masks – then they created their own – they’re 
amazing! Mrs Bracknall and Mrs Miller.  
 

Out in the Wilds! 

 
As a wonderful ending to our Raging River topic, the 
year 5 children took part in a fantastic visit to 
Harehope Quarry in Weardale. Here the children were 
able to use all of their geographical skills including 
measuring the depth, width and velocity of two 
different rivers – Bollihope Burn and Harehope Gill – 
so that they could compare them. Children had the 
opportunity to look at different features in the 
landscape and also took part in a rivers quiz where 
they demonstrated their fabulous understanding of the 
different vocabulary associated with parts of the river. 
We all had an amazing day! Mrs Millican. 
 

What a fantastic GPS Book Fair! 

 
The Book Fair was in school recently, and what a 
fantastic turn out we had! Children from all across 
school got the chance to visit and browse the selection 
and then return to buy any books they liked. We would 
like to say a big thankyou to all who bought books from 
the fair, because the more books bought the more 
books we earn for school. Miss Stabler & Miss Hunter. 
 
      
      
      
      
      
    
       

Our next Newsletter will be published 
on Thursday 19th July, and will feature: 
 The Wizard of Oz! 

 The Empire Dance! 

 Year 6 Memories 

 Year 4 Nepal-inspired project 

 GPS compete in SoL World Cup Tournament! 

 Health Week 

 Summer Concert…and lots more! 
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