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Derwent Hill Adventure! 

 
This weekend, fifty two children from years 4, 5 and 6 
had the amazing opportunity to take part in a 
residential weekend at Derwent Hill in the Lake 
District. The children took part in some fantastic 
activities including a gorge scramble, canoeing on 
Derwentwater, completing high rope challenges and 
climbing or orienteering. The children all had an 
amazing time trying out new activities and challenging 
themselves to overcome fears. The behaviour and 
attitude of the children were excellent and we all had a 
fabulous weekend. Mrs Millican. 
 

We’re Polar explorers! 
Miss Tose’s group 
have delved into 
our topic linked to 
Antarctica. We 
have learnt all 
about penguins; 
what they eat, how 
they move and their 
lifecycle. We 
adopted a Gentoo 
penguin from 
Edinburgh Zoo and 
were really excited 
when our adoption 

pack arrived. We plan to write a letter to the zoo to 
introduce ourselves. During the last week of our topic 
we received a package from Antarctica. Inside was an 
Emperor penguin and it’s chick! We took them for a 
walk around our local area and made a local dish to 
eat- saveloy dips! We all thoroughly enjoyed this topic 
and will be sad to see our penguins return to 

Antarctica. Miss Tose. 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

We’re supporting Sport Relief! 
 

 
 

On Friday 23
rd

 March 2018 all of the staff, parents and 
children at Grangetown Primary School came together 
to help raise money for Sport Relief. Sport Relief helps 
to raise money to tackle critical issues affecting people 
across the UK and the world and we wanted to help. 
The children were invited to wear non-school uniform 
for the day and to run a mile for a donation to help 
such a worthy cause. We had a course set out on the 
school field and the children were encouraged to run 
or walk 6 laps which equalled a mile. We all completed 
a warm-up together to begin with before we had our 
countdown and then we were off. It was great to see 
parents, staff and children having fun, getting fit and 
ultimately raising money and awareness for the event. 
Thank you to all involved and for everyone’s continued 
support. Mrs. Bracknall. 
 

Meet our KS2 Gymnasts! 
 

 
 

Some of the children from our gymnastic club were 
selected to compete in the Sunderland Schools Key 
Steps gymnastics competition which was held at AAA 
sports in Southwick. We had a fabulous time 
participating in the floor and vault competition. The 
children also had the chance to try out their skills on 
the trampoline. I was very proud of all our gymnasts as 
this was the first competition for most of them and they 
all competed like true professionals – no hint of 
nerves! Mrs Miller. 
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Messy Play at GPS – Free! 
 

Great fun for you & your little one! 
 

Every Tuesday 1.30-2.30 
 

Age from birth – 4 
 

Book your place by ringing 5537647 
 

For more information & photos see 
Facebook: @NurseryGrangetown 
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Lost Landscapes and Learning 

 
This term, the year 5 children have started a Lost 
Landscapes and Learning Project. We began by 
having a fantastic visit to Rainton Meadows and last 
week continued the project by using aerial 
photographs and exploring the school grounds to 
decide where to create our wildflower garden. The 
children discussed where they felt it would be best and 
then helped to measure out three different areas. We 
also completed a wildflower investigation so that the 
children will be able to help design their garden. The 
following day, some of the children had the opportunity 
to work with CEED to help start to dig their garden. We 
will continue to create and prepare for our wildflower 
meadow after the Easter holidays. Mrs Millican. 
 

Dressing up for World Book Day! 
Our World Book 
Day happened a 
week later than 
planned due to 
the snow days but 
what an amazing 
day we had! 
Children came to 
school dressed as 
their favourite 
book character. 
We had 
everything from 
Harry Potter to 
Pinocchio. To 
start the day each 
class partnered 

up with another from across the school. The children 
took along their favourite book and shared it with their 
partner class. We then had an assembly where we 
looked at each other’s costumes and the winners of 
the costume competition were drawn. We had one 
winner from each class, who won a book. The rest of 
the day was spent enjoying stories and taking part in 
activities related to them. I would like to say a BIG 
thank you to parents and carers for your support. Look 
out for the Book Fair when they visit us in June which 
is another chance to celebrate reading. Miss Stabler. 

 

Y5 - Groundsworks – Recycling workshop 

 
The children had a fabulous afternoon on Monday 12

th
 

March when Michelle from Groundworks came in to 
work with them.  She started the session with a quiz, 
testing the children on which products they think were 
allowed in their blue recycling bin at home. The 
children were quite surprised to learn that black plastic 
could not be recycled. They also learnt the reasons 
and benefits of recycling. To finish off the afternoon the 
children reused a plastic milk bottle and made an 
elephant which they thoroughly enjoyed! The year 5 
children have made a pledge to use the ‘RIGHT 
rubbish, Right bin’ and we are encouraging all our 
families to do the same. To find out more about this 
campaign please visit www.sunderland.gov.uk/bluebin 
Mrs Miller and Mrs Millican. 
 

Pique-Niquons! 
 

 
 

In year 3, we were so fed up with the cold weather that 
we decided to transport ourselves to a sunny day in 
France! We put on our sunglasses and sun hats and 
off we went for a picnic. We have been learning about 
the things we might eat if we went on a picnic and, 
after drawing our own picnic rugs and food, we have 
been learning how to ask for food and how to say 
which foods we like and don’t like in French. This has 
linked very well to the topic of Food Glorious Food 
which year 3 are studying with Miss Fraser this half-
term. Bon Appétit! Mrs Blackett. 
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We’re Going Green! 

 
Year 1 have been learning all about recycling and 
looking after the planet. They looked at everyday items 
and discussed the materials they are made of. They 
also discussed why it is important that they do not 
litter. Y1 then got the opportunity to work with ICOS 
and spent an afternoon cleaning up Backhouse Park. 
The children worked in teams using litter pickers and 
safety gloves to remove litter from the ground. The 
children had a fantastic time and now have a great 
appreciation for looking after the environment. 
Backhouse Park is looking as clean as ever! Miss 
Beetham and Miss Stell. 
 

Brilliant Birdfeeders! 

 
Year 1 were so excited to hang their birdfeeders which 
they purchased from The Wetland Centre. We filled 
them with peanuts and went outside to choose a 
suitable place to hang them. We decided on the trees 
outside of our classroom as we know that birds like to 
sit on the branches and we are able to observe from 
our classroom window. We can’t wait to see how many 
birds pay a visit to our feeders. Miss Stell and Miss 
Beetham. 

 

The miracle of metamorphosis in Year 1! 

 
Year 1’s topic for this half term has been woodland 
themed – we’ve been learning about woodland 
animals. We were visited by five hairy little creatures – 
caterpillars! The children have spent time looking at 
the caterpillars using magnifying glasses and watching 
them change. They were amazed when the caterpillars 
changed into chrysalides! The children are now waiting 
patiently to see the first butterfly emerge. They then 
will release them into the wild. The children have loved 
watching the miracle of metamorphosis up close! Miss 
Beetham and Miss Stell. 
 

Our Exciting Wetland Centre Visit! 

 
Recently, Year 1 visited the Wetland Centre in 
Washington. The weather wasn’t on our side, but we 
still managed to keep a smile on our faces all day and 
we had a fantastic time. First we went on a minibeast 
hunt and sorted them into ones with legs and ones 
without legs. We then had a walk around the centre 
and were amazed to see ducks which had blue beaks. 
Once back in the warm we explored a map of the word 
and discussed where different animals live. We were 
so lucky to be able to explore different artefacts such 
as a swan’s wings and a turtle’s shell. Before heading 
back to school we bought a class pet and a birdfeeder 
from the gift shop. As always, Miss Stell and Miss 
Beetham were so impressed by the children’s fantastic 
behaviour. Miss Stell & Miss Beetham. 
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A Musical tour of the World with Y4 

 
This half-term Y4 have been doing a special ‘world 
tour’ in their music lessons. Linked with their ‘Wonders 
of the World’ topic in class, they’ve been investigating 
the different musical styles and cultures of various 
countries. They started with China, listening to their 
traditional music and discovering the musical 
instruments used and how they are played. Their next 
stop was India, where they listened to the sounds of 
the Sitar, Bansuri, Mridangam and Tabla drums. They 
even designed their own Karatalas (Indian bell 
cymbals). It was off to Africa next where the children 
played complicated Rhythm patterns using the Djembe 
drums and African percussion instruments. They were 
excellent at this and loved making a bit of noise! Our 
final stop was to Jamaica, looking at the style of 
Reggae music and the ‘Peace and Love’ lyrics of Bob 
Marley. The children even sang ‘Three Little Birds’ 
(Don’t worry) one of Marley’s most famous songs.  
Well done Y4! Mrs Bryant-King. 
 

Our Egg-Cellent Creations! 

 
We’ve had our annual ‘Egg Character’ competition this 
week. Our children have been busy with paint, glue, 
glitter and all manner of other bits and pieces, 
transforming their hard boiled eggs into a range of 
fantastic characters! Our School Council did a super 
job judging the entries. Congratulations to the winners: 
Joey, Lilly-Rose, Bella, Luca, Ellamay, Maisie, Jamie, 
Kamran, Max, Charlotte, Sandra, and Mia. There’s a 
full report, with photos, on our website (‘Events & 
Projects’). Well done and thankyou to everyone who 
entered the competition – you all did a great job! 

Year 6 and Chris Connaughton  

 
The Year 6 children had a fantastic day, working with 
the author and actor Chris Connaughton. The day 
began with Chris acting out a play about an actor 
being stuck at an airport and linked this to the story of 
Robinson Crusoe – who was stuck on a desert island 
for nearly 30 years. Chris used many props to bring 
the story to life, including sand, pieces of driftwood and 
giant shells. The story of Robinson Crusoe matched 
our class reading book of ‘Kensuke’s Kingdom’ by 
Michael Morpurgo. The children wrote a diary entry, as 
if they were Robinson Crusoe, describing waking up 
on the island after being shipwrecked. They also wrote 
a letter home to their parents, again in role as 
Robinson Crusoe. They thought about what 5 things 
they would take on a desert island and why. The 
children enjoyed a hot-seating activity, where they 
imagined that Chris, as Robinson Crusoe, had 
returned home and they were interviewing him for a 
newspaper article. They also asked Chris lots of good 
questions about his role as an actor and writer. Year 6 
enjoyed their day and picked up a lot of great tips 
about how to improve their writing. Miss A McLoughlin. 

 
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
   
       
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dates for your Diary 
 
 

 

 
 
 

Thurs 29 March 1.00pm: School closes for Easter hol 
Mon 16 April 8.50am: School reopens - Summer Term 
Thurs 19 April: Y4 Skipping Competition 
Thurs 19 April: Parent Workshop Reception CT 
Tues 24 April: Y5 Big Dig – wildflower meadow (in sch) 
Wed 25 April: Y3 to Broomhouse Farm 
Thurs 26 April: Y5 at Southmoor 
Mon 28-Fri 1 June: Half-term break 
Mon 14-Fri 18 May: Y6 SATs Week. 
 
 

  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For a full set of dates, please see our website 

 

 

Happy Easter to all GPS families! 
Thankyou for your fantastic support this term. 

Enjoy your holiday! 
See you on Monday 16th April! 
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