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A Message from author Liz Million! 

 
I thoroughly enjoyed my visit to Grangetown Primary! I 
was fortunate enough to meet lovely arty children from 
each year group and involve them in drawing 
workshops. They visited me in the library in small 
groups and helped me to produce some fun characters 
for my new Tall Ships children's book. The sailors and 
captains and even maggots were great and will be 
featuring in the story about Jack Crawford, a local hero 
from the olden days.The book has been commissioned 
by Sunderland library services and will be printed and 
sold next Summer! I'll be popping back to the school 
next year to show the children what i have done with 
their drawings and to get their feedback about the 
story. Thanks kids - you all did so well! Liz Million 
 

Messy Play Underway!  

 
After a very busy first week we've really found our feet 
and had lots of fun exploring messy play! Some of our 
favourite activities are edible paint and play dough, 
porridge oats and of course beans and spaghetti. We 
like to plan activities based around the interests of our 
children from the previous week as well as a selection 
of new activities. As it is almost Christmas we have 
had Christmas decorations to investigate, the tinsel 
was a big hit with our babies! Join us on the 12th of 
December 1.30 until 2.30 for our last session this year. 
Thanks, The Messy Play gang, Charlotte, Angela and 
Belinda.  

 
 

 

Grangetown Bake-off! 

 
Miss Tose’s group have really enjoyed learning about 
various different celebrations this half term. We 
particularly enjoyed learning about birthdays! During 
that week we took part in the ‘Grangetown Bake off’! 
To begin, we made a shopping list of ingredients we 
needed to make our celebration cake. We then made 
an order on ASDA direct and had our ingredients 
delivered to school- how handy! We all took part in 
making the cake (it was a delicious Victoria sponge!) 
and decorating it. On the Friday, our judges tasted 
each key group’s cakes and thought they were all 
delicious! Although our group’s cake didn’t win, it did 
taste super delicious! We all took a piece home in a 
special party bag. During that week we also enjoyed 
baking and selling cakes for Children in Need! Miss 
Tose and Ms Crooks  
 

Year 1 Post Office Visit  

 
To start our topic ‘The Jolly Postman’ we went on a 
walk to the post office. We bought stamps which we 
used to post letters to our families. Some of the 
children posted their letters inside the post office and 
some posted them in the post box just outside. We 
bought first and second class stamps so that we could 
see the different in price and the time that it takes for 
the letter to arrive. We were very excited to meet a 
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postman on our visit! Whilst we were there, we looked 
at the different items that you can buy in the post office 
and talked to the staff about the tasks which they do 
every day. The children were extremely well behaved, 
as usual, and were great ambassadors for 
Grangetown. Miss Stell and Miss Beetham. 
 

Paris, je t’aime! 

 
Year 5 have been using their French lessons to learn 
more about one of the most beautiful cities in the 
world. Following on from their literacy work based 
around the novel ‘Rooftoppers’, which introduces them 
to the city, they have been looking at famous 
landmarks and monuments. They have also been 
creating a 3D effect skyline which they will describe in 
French. Très bien les enfants!  
 

Let’s Celebrate 

 
This half term our new topic has been all about 
different celebrations. We started by looking at 
Halloween and read the stories Funny Bones, The 
Gingerbread Man and Room on the Broom and used 
these to enhance our provision. The children really 
enjoyed making potions, buying items from the 
Halloween shop and carving our own pumpkins. The 
following week, we started to look at Bonfire night and 
the story behind this. Through this mini topic we also 
talked about firework safety and what important things 
we must do to stay safe during this time. The children 
really enjoyed making pretend fireworks in the finger 
gym and making bonfire pictures using straw blowing. 
We continued our celebrations topic by looking at 
birthdays. It was Guy's (our class ‘friend’) birthday on 
the Friday so we discussed how old he was and talked 

about the months of the year and when/ how we 
celebrated our birthdays. We really enjoyed using the 
cloud dough to make birthday cakes and working in 
the writing area to make cards and invites. The final 
few weeks will be the start of our Christmas 
celebrations where we have lots of exciting writing and 
creative opportunities planned. Mrs Hanlon 
 

Oliver Jeffers 

 
This half-term Year 2NS have been learning all about 
the author and illustrator Oliver Jeffers. Oliver Jeffers 
has been an author for 13 years and has written lots of 
amazing books. We really loved reading the story The 
Way Back Home. We made predictions about what 
would happen in the story and wrote our own versions 
using a story map. We added lots of adjectives to 
make the story sound interesting. Another story we 
enjoyed was How to Catch a Star. We wrote 
persuasive letters to the Star asking him to come down 
and play. We also created art work using colour and 
shading in the style of Oliver Jeffers. We are now 
looking at the story Lost and Found which is all about a 
lost Penguin. To finish the topic off we’ll write our own 
adventure story. We have really enjoyed this topic and 
have been discovering lots of other stories by Oliver 

Jeffers that we love. Miss Stabler 
 

Any Dream Will Do 
The Year 6 topic for this half 
term is ‘Any Dream Will Do’ 
and links to the Christmas 
musical of Joseph and His 
Technicolor Dreamcoat.  As 
well as being busy learning 
the songs for the show the 
children are using the story 
in other subject areas.  In 
English, the children have 
written poems about colour 
and have rewritten the story 
from the viewpoint of 
Joseph’s brothers.   They 

have written a newspaper article and an explanation 
text about Egypt.  In Art and Design Technology, the 
children are making dream catchers and practising 
their weaving skills to make a piece of fabric, which will 
be turned into a wall hanging.  In Geography, the 
children are learning about mountains and using this 
knowledge to produce a presentation in ICT.  Miss 
McLoughlin.  
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The New Wear Crossing  

 
The Year 6 children visited the site of the New Wear 
Crossing to learn more about Sunderland’s newest 
landmark.  The children travelled to the Pallion side of 
the River Wear and found out how it is being built.  
They saw pictures of how the site has changed over 
the past few years.  They held some of the fabricated 
tubing, which makes the outside cables of the bridge 
and the strong metal piping that goes inside of these to 
strengthen the bridge.  They learned how the bridge is 
constructed and where some of the materials have 
come from. They considered the benefits the new 
bridge will have to Sunderland and the roles of the 
many people involved.  They then went onto a viewing 
platform to view the impressive bridge in more detail.  
Back at school, the children watched the report that 
was on BBC’s The One Show explaining more about 
the bridge.  The children enjoyed the visit and learned 
a great deal and we are all looking forward to finding 
out what the bridge’s new name will be and being able 
to travel over it in Spring 2018. Miss McLoughlin 
 

Year 5 - Never ignore a possible! 

 
For the second half of the Autumn term, the year 
5 topic is “Never ignore a possible” which is a 
quote taken from the book that the children are 
reading - Rooftoppers by Katherine Rundell. They 
have completed lots of different types of writing, 
including writing diary entries and formal letters 
written in character. As part of their topic, they 
have also been studying the French impressionist 
Monet, using a range of different medium to 
create their own art work including watercolours 

and pastels. For our science, the children have 
carried out a number of different experiments 
including testing for water resistance and using 
force metres to investigate friction. Mrs Millican 
 

Learning about Parliament  

 
The children in Years 4-6, took part in an assembly 
where they learned about what parliament is and what 
voting is.  The Year 6 children then took part in two 
workshops.  The first workshop was about how political 
parties are formed.  The children worked in groups to 
write a manifesto, created a party name and wrote a 
persuasive speech to persuade the other children to 
vote for them.  The children had lots of very good 
ideas for what they would do if they were an MP.  The 
second workshop involved the children learning about 
the time line of democracy and parliament in the UK.  
They had to sort cards into date order and match the 
description to it.  This allowed the children to learn 
about suffragettes and consider the voting age.  The 
children shared their views about if voting at 16 years 
old was a good idea or not.  The children had an 
enjoyable morning and learnt a great deal. Miss 
McLoughlin 
 

Topic Update - Once Upon a Bicycle  

 
This half term Year 1 are reading the story ‘The Jolly 
Postman’. During this topic we have learnt that the 
Jolly Postman meets lots of traditional tale characters 
and we have had lots of fun reading stories about 
them. We have read Goldilocks and made delicious 
porridge, Hansel and Gretel and made the Wicked 
Witch’s green tea as well as Jack and the Beanstalk 
and we have just recently planted our own magic 
beans. We are currently helping the Jolly Postman by 
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designing him a vehicle that matches the season and 
we are excited to build our designs.  Next week we are 
going to be investigating enormous footprints – who 
could they be from? Miss Beetham 
 

Settling Saxons and Vicious Vikings 

 
This half-term Year 4 are reading a fabulous book 
called Arthur and the Golden Rope. The book is set in 
a small Icelandic village and is about a young boy 
called Arthur who is the unlikely hero. He needs to set 
out in search of the Norse gods to help save his poor 
village. We are using this book to lead our topic so our 
geography lessons are about Iceland and what makes 
it the land of ice and fire. The children have already 
created their own volcano. Our English lessons have 
largely been inspired by the book and children have 
created some fantastic role play scenes. Our history 
topic is about the Anglo Saxons and Vikings, and how 
they invaded and changed Britain. The children have 
even worked together to turn everything they have 
learnt into their own website! Miss Hunter. 
 

Backhouse Park Y5LM 

 
Recently, Mrs Millican’s class visited Backhouse Park 
as part of a local community clean-up organised by 
ICOS (International Community Organisation 
Sunderland). The children had a wonderful time - with 
their gloves, litter pickers and bin bags - litter picking to 
help make the park a clean and safe environment for 
all. They learned all about recycling, listening well and 
asking really interesting questions. The children then 
had a great time creating woodland collages using 
leaves, twigs and grass. Mrs Millican 

Scary Disco! 

 
Our Friends of GPS group once again pulled out all the 
stops, organising an amazing Halloween Disco to raise 
funds for the school and – of course – provide a fun-
filled event for the children. Even though the children 
got changed just before the disco started, the 
costumes and make up were still amazing! 
 

Parent and Carer Consultations 
During November, we held our 
autumn term consultation days.  
Parents and carers had the 
opportunity to meet with class 
teachers to discuss how the children 

are getting on in school and share any information 
from home. These days are invaluable because they 
strengthen the links between school and home, 
enabling us all to work together to support our children. 
As usual, we had a very high turnout. Thank you once 
again for your continued support. Ms Cole. 

 
 
 
 
 

D a t es  f o r  yo u r  D i a r y!  

 
 
 

Mon 11
 
Dec: EYFS to Gala Theatre - Mrs Claus’ Kitchen 

Mon 11 Dec: Y5/6 singing & poetry with Marty Longstaff 
Tues 12 Dec: Y1 to Whitley Bay Playhouse - Cinderella 
Tue 12 Dec: Family Learning Graduation, SoL (PM) 
Wed 13 Dec: Joseph performances 2.00pm & 4.30pm 
Thurs 14 Dec: Violinist Assembly 10.15-10.45am 
Thurs 14 Dec: Y2 Parents Workshop, 1.45pm-3.30pm 
Thurs 14 Dec: Group of Year 5&6 children out at Literacy 
Workshop with Marty Longstaff 
Fri 15 Dec: EYFS Nativity 9.30-10.30am 
Fri 15 Dec:Y1 Parents’ Workshop 11.00am-12.00pm 
Mon 18 Dec: KS2 Christmas Party 
Tues 19 Dec: KS1 Nativity 2.30-3.00pm 

Tue 19 Dec: Stay & Play - Jan Nursery starters (3.45-4.30pm) 
Wed 20 Dec: EYFS & KS1 Christmas Party 
Wed 20 Dec: Whole School Christmas Lunch 
Thurs 21 Dec: Group of KS1 children - Ashbourne Lodge 
Fri 22 Dec: Carol Service, St Aidan’s Church 12.15-
1.00pm – parents & carers welcome. 
Fri 22 Dec: School closes at 1.00pm – please collect your 
child from St Aidan’s Church at 1.00pm. 
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