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                   Our new Facebook pages! 
                    @Nurserygrangetown 
              

                    @Grangetownprimary 

 

Welcoming our new staff! 

 
In September we welcomed several new staff to 
Grangetown. They’ve all settled-in well, and they’ve 
had a fantastic first half-term. Our new class teachers 
are Miss Beetham (Year 1), Miss Lambton 
(Reception), Miss Edwards (Year 3), and Miss 
Donaldson (Year 2). Our new Teaching Assistant is 
Miss Henry (year 3). Also, we welcomed Mrs Blackett, 
teaching French across years 1-6 - in just half a term 
Madame Blackett has successfully introduced and 
established French, and the children are thoroughly 
enjoying learning a new language. Thankyou to all 
parents, carers, children and staff for making our new 
staff so welcome. 
 

Harvest Festival 

 
We held our annual Harvest Festival assembly in 
school on Thursday 19

th
 October and once again we’d 

like to say a huge thank you to you all for your support 
and kind donations. Each class performed a song or 
poem with a Harvest theme, introduced by the School 
Council. This year, the children were dressed as 
characters linked to their songs, so we had 
scarecrows, Victorian school children, World War II 
evacuees and even creatures from space! The food 
which was donated has been kindly received by the 
‘Soul Kitchen’ food bank, situated in Bede Tower.  Our 
Key Stage 2 school councillors were invited to visit to 
help prepare packages to be given out to local people. 
Thank you once again for your generosity. Ms Cole. 
 

 

              

 
Shadow Puppets in Year 3! 

 
We had a special visitor in year 3 recently - Pui Lee, a 
very talented freelance artist – who showed us how to 
make our very own shadow puppet show. The children 
worked in groups to create their own characters and 
design their own storyboards. Linking with our topic, 
the children used their knowledge of shadows and light 
sources to help create their puppets. Myself and Miss 
Henry were very impressed with the finished products - 
the children worked very hard and proved that they 
had lots of creativity in the way they designed, scripted 
and performed their very own shows! Well done Year 
3! Miss Edwards. 
 

World War 2 Day for Year 6! 

 
The children had a great day to celebrate their topic 
‘Keep Calm and Carry On’. The day started with the 
children dressed as evacuees and singing Run Rabbit 
Run in the Harvest assembly. They wore their 
gasmask boxes which they had made in a Maths 
lesson. Back in class, the children made an identity 
card and then made a Union Jack flag to celebrate the 
end of the war. On the afternoon, the children tasted 
some typical wartime food. This included Spam, jam 
sandwiches, fish paste sandwiches and jelly and fruit.  
They also tasted a sandwich filling from the war which 
was made from carrot, cabbage and chutney. The 
children ended the day singing wartime songs in their 
music lesson with Mrs Bryant-King. The children really 
enjoyed the day and we would like to say thank you to 
all the parents and carers who helped the children with 
their fantastic costumes. Miss A McLoughlin. 
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Our ‘Out of this World’ Space Day! 

 
To end our space topic, ‘Out of this World’, both Year 5 
classes had a space-themed day where they could 
come to school dressed up and take part in lots of 
space related activities. There were aliens, astronauts, 
NASA workers and Men in Black to name but a few. 
The costumes were amazing! We started our morning 
with the Harvest Festival and Year 5 sang their own 
lyrics to the Star Wars theme! The children then 
completed an activity in class where they had to 
interview an alien. The alien had come down to Earth 
and had abducted the Year 5 teachers and left them 
with a tattoo on their arm. We had to find out what the 
alien wanted and why he was on Earth. We recorded 
the interviews on the iPads and one person acted in 
role as the interviewer and the other person was in role 
of the alien. In the afternoon the children completed an 
astronomy quiz before watching a live video of Tim 
Peake in space. He discussed how different life was in 
space and how they could even play ping pong with a 
water bubble. After that we completed some of our 
own astronaut tests before finishing the afternoon 
trying dried space food. The dried ice-cream was 
definitely a firm favourite! Y5 had a fun-filled day - an 
enjoyable way to end our first topic. Mrs Bracknall.  
 

C’est de quelle couleur? 

 
This month, an update on how our Year 1 children are 
getting on in French. Madame Blackett was pleased to 
learn that year 1 had already had an introduction to 
French when they were in reception. The children were 
very keen to tell her some words that they already 
knew. This month, a snappy song has helped us to 
learn numbers 1-10. We can also talk about how old 
we are. Our favourite theme this month has been 
colours and Madame Blackett has been very 
impressed with our pronunciation. We have played lots 
of games to help us to remember the names of the 

colours. We have played a memory game to try to 
work out which colour has been taken away and 
beanbags and tennis rackets have also been used in a 
team game to see which team could bring back the 
right colour first. Bravo year 1! À bientôt! Mrs Blackett. 
 

Broomhouse Farm Fun for Year 3! 
Earlier this month, Year 3 
had a fantastic day at 
Broomhouse Farm. We 
were welcomed by Ruth, 
who then took us round the 
working farm. It was a 
lovely autumnal day. All of 
the children held a hen and 
even picked some eggs 
fresh from their hut!  We 
visited the pigs and were 
fortunate to see some new 

born piglets - they were adorable. The children had a 
fun afternoon in the Forest Adventure (even Miss 
Henry, Miss Edwards and Miss Cole had a turn on the 
zip line!). A big thankyou to the Farm for inviting us. It 
was an excellent day, and we’re very proud of the way 
the children behaved. Well done Y3! We’re looking 
forward to returning in Spring. Miss Edwards. 
 

NASA Astronaut Visits GPS! 

 
To end our topic ‘To Infinity and Beyond,’ year 1 have 
enjoyed a space themed afternoon. The children 
completed challenges to see if they have what it takes 
to be an astronaut. We designed moon biscuits and 
had lots of fun making alien spaceships with paper 
plates. We were shocked when an astronaut appeared 
during story time. We think he came to try some of our 
delicious biscuits. He told us all about what it is like to 
work at NASA. Miss Stell and Miss Beetham. 

 
 
 

 
  
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

EYFS Open Event – Wed 1st Nov 5-6pm 

 
After the half-term holidays we are inviting in 
prospective families who are looking for a Nursery 
or Reception place either now or in the future. Our 
open night will be between 5-6pm and will be full of 
fun Halloween activities. If you know any families 
who this may interest please let them know. They 
will be able to come and have a look around our 
unit and meet our Foundation Stage team.  
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EYFS visit Seven Stories 
We had a wonderful time on 
our trip to Seven Stories! 
They had a bear exhibition 
and we took part in a special 
bear workshop! We got to 
dress up like bears and roar 
as loudly as we could! We 
read the book ‘Otto the Bear’ 
and learnt all about his 
special journey. In the gift 
shop we bought our own 
class Otto bear because we 

loved him that much we wanted to give him a special 
home! Upstairs there was a dark bear cave and the 
bedroom from the book ‘Can’t you sleep little bear?’ 
We really enjoyed role playing characters from the 
story! Foundation Stage Team. 
 

I’m Not Afraid of The Dark! 

 
Year 3’s first topic of the new school year has been 
‘I’m Not Afraid of The Dark’. As a science lead topic, 
the children have been learning all about light and 
dark. We have been looking at natural and artificial 
light, identifying different light sources and looking into 
how shadows are formed. In Art, we have been 
recreating Van Gogh’s painting ‘A Starry, Starry Night’- 
we think they’re even better than the real thing! We’ve 
also been learning how to create shadow puppets. In 
English we read The Tunnel by Anthony Browne, and 
we worked very hard to plan and write our own story. 
We have also been studying a main character in the 
story so that we can plan and write our own diary 
entry. Miss Henry and I are very proud of the children 
and how hard they have worked.  Miss Edwards. 
 

Connor Cowan’s Beamish Diary Entry… 
Dear Diary…We went on a trip to 
Beamish. When we got there we were put 
in groups. We went in a house with a 
woman and a cat which was very cute. 
Then we looked in the toilet in the garden. 
We went in a sweet shop and he let us try 

the hot sweets. They we went to another place and we 
saw a horse. We saw smoke with the coals. It was like 
a chimney. When we went in the mine it was filthy and 
dirty. When we got out of that place we raced Miss 
Donaldson up the stairs it was so fun. Miss Donaldson 
went the long way and Miss Duggan went the other 
way. Then it was home time. We went on the bus back 

to school. When we got to school we ate some sweets 
and then went home. From Connor (Year 2). 
 

Year 2 Trip to Beamish 
As part of our Time 
Traveller’s topic, Year 
2 enjoyed a trip to 
Beamish. During this, 
the children were fully 
immersed in what life 
was like during the 
Victorian times. We 
walked around the 
town and got to go 

inside some of the old shops. The children particularly 
enjoyed visiting the sweet shop. We then went to the 
village and looked at the Victorian houses and some 
children even got to sit on an old toilet! Lastly, we took 
a trip down an old mine and found out how dark it was 
down there. The children behaved excellently during 
the trip and were a credit to Grangetown. Well done 
Year 2! Miss Donaldson and Miss Stabler. 
 

Victorian Day – a trip back in time! 

 
To end our Time Traveller’s topic, Year 2 had a 
fantastic Victorian Day. The children dressed up and 
took part in a fun-filled day, including singing ‘Food 
Glorious Food’ as part of the Harvest Festival. 
Costumes ranged from chimney sweeps, servants to 
pick-pockets, and all of the children looked fantastic! 
As part of the day, the children got to make Florence 
Nightingale lamps and also played a range of Victorian 
games including ‘Squash the Pig.’ The children have 
all really enjoyed learning about what life was like in 
the Victorian times. Miss Donaldson and Miss Stabler 
 

Marvellous music at Grangetown! 
This half term the children 
have been working hard in 
music, producing fabulously 
creative work. Y1 have 

explored the instruments of the orchestra. Y2 have 
studied Victorian sounds, making and performing their 
own ‘Street calls’. Y3 have listened to ‘weather music’, 
using a variety of instruments to create weather 
sounds. In Y4, the children have created cold ‘arctic’ 
sounds. Y5 have been on a space journey, listening to 
The Planets Suite by Holst, learning how to play ‘A 
Space Odyssey’ and they’ve even composed their own 
‘Star Wars’ lyrics! Y6 learned about the importance of 
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the radio in World War 2. They have learned to sing a 
song by Vera Lynn, composed their own morale 
boosting lyrics and communicated with each other 
using the short and long sounds of Morse code! 
Fantastic work by all. Mrs Bryant-King. 
 

Year 5 hit the Toon – The Centre for Life! 

 
Rebecca and Emelia write (year 5MB): On the 2

nd
 of 

October the whole of year 5 went to the Centre for life. 
We were so excited we couldn’t wait to get there! It 
took around about half an hour for the journey. Our 
first activity was in the Brain Zone. There was lots of 
scientific things to do here, and we even got to drink 
water from a toilet (don’t do this at home!). After the 
Brain Zone we went into the Dino Jaws exhibition, 
where there were a lot of robotic dinosaurs - they were 
very realistic and moved and roared like real 
dinosaurs! It was very scary! We got to touch some 
real dinosaur poop! Then we went to the planetarium 
where we saw all of the star constellations in our 
galaxy. Finally we went on the 4D motion ride. This 
was very scary but lots of fun at the same time. We 
had a great day out and learned loads that really 
helped us out with our topic ‘Out of this World’.  
 

#Hello Yellow! 
Here at GPS we think that 
mental health and wellbeing is 
are vital. Staff and children took 
part in World Mental Health Day 
to raise awareness of the 
importance of this issue, 
particularly in young people.  We 
were invited by our Counsellors 
from IMPACT North East to join 
in with the ‘Young Minds’ 
campaign ‘Hello Yellow’.  This 
involved wearing an item of 
yellow clothing for a small 

donation. The school was awash with brightly coloured 
t-shirts, socks, hair ribbons etc and it certainly 
brightened up our day. Sharon, Jenny and Rachel, our 
Magic Listeners from IMPACT led assembly. Sharon 
reminded children that sometimes we may feel a bit 
sad or we may notice our friends feeling sad. She 
reminded us all how to look after one another and be a 
good friend to try to help. As well as reminding us 
about this important message, the school also raised 
£111.20 which will be shared between ‘Young Minds’ 

and the Sunderland Young People’s Mental Health 
Group. Thank you once again for your support and 
kind contributions. Ms Cole. 
 

‘Joseph’ comes to GPS! 

 
In the half term leading up to Christmas the children in 
Y4, 5 and 6 will be working on a performance of 
Joseph. Everyone will be involved and all of the 
children are very excited to get started! Open auditions 
were held in Y5 and Y6 for the main parts and I was 
overwhelmed by the children’s enthusiasm and the 
quality of their acting and singing. After hours of 
deliberation the parts were decided: Narrators: 
Shauna, Aiyesha, Dominic, Martins, Renad & Olivia 
Joseph - Katie; Potiphar - Areeb; Mrs Potiphar - 
Grace; Butler - Ryan; Baker- Hannah; Lively lad - 
Jack; Jacob - Luke; 11 brothers: Ellie, Emma, 
Kenzie, Mia, Dylan, Adrians, Ben, Noah, Amelia, Billy 
& Blayne. Thank you to everyone involved, I hope you 
have a fantastic time preparing for the show! Mrs 
Bryant-King 
 

In Next Month’s Newsletter 
Meet our new School Council, Football Update, Swim 
City, Trip to St Aidan’s Church, Halloween Disco, 
Topic Updates from across the school, Yr 6 visit the 
new Wear crossing, Circus Club….plus lots more! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

D a t es  f o r  yo u r  D i a r y!  

 
 

 
 

Mon 30th Oct: School re-opens, 8.50am. 
Wed 1st Nov: EYFS Open Event – 5.00-6.00pm. 
Thursday 2nd Nov: Halloween Disco, 3.30-4.30. 
Fri 3rd Nov (9-10am): Baby Boogie, 0-3s welcome! (it’s FREE!) 
 

 

See our Weekly Update, & our website for  
more dates. Also, see Twitter and our two  

Facebook pages for photos & news. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

A Message from Mr McAnaney 
Two HUGE thankyous to make! Firstly, on behalf of 
all of all GPS staff, a big thankyou to all parents and 
carers for the fantastic way you have supported your 
child(ren) during the first half term. You’ve helped 
your child make a winning start to the new school 
year. Secondly, I know all parents, carers & children 
will join me in thanking our talented and             
hardworking staff team, for their incredible 
commitment and dedication – as always they have 
‘gone the extra mile’! Everyone – enjoy your half-
term break – see you on Mon 30

th
 October. 

 


