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A ‘Blast from the Past’ for Year 2! 

 
Our topic in Y2 is called Blast from the Past.  The 
children are comparing life in the past to the modern 
day. We are reading a story called, ‘Daisy Saves the 
Day’, about a little girl who is sent away to work as a 
scullery maid. Through this story, we have been able 
to imagine what life was like for children 100 years 
ago.  The children have predicted and wrote their own 
ending to the story, thinking of brilliant ideas of how 
Daisy became heroic. We have also been writing 
letters home to her family explaining how hard life was 
as a child scullery maid.  We have looked at the toys 
children would have played with and begun to make 
our own hand puppets. In music the children have 
been learning Victorian street calls and practicing a 
song to accompany this. We will end our topic by 
visiting Beamish Museum where we will get to 
experience first-hand what life was like in the past. Mrs 
Dolan and Miss Stabler. 
 

European Day of Languages! 

 
We celebrated the European Day of Languages on 
Wednesday 26

th
 September. This takes place 

throughout Europe and it is a celebration of the 
languages we speak across the continent. We 
introduced our children to lots of ways to say hello. We 

 
talked about the fact that learning a new language 
opens lots of doors. We also took the opportunity to 
ask our children who speak English as an additional 
language to teach us how to say hello in their native 
languages. This was great fun! Mrs Blackett. 
     

All About Me! 

 
This half term we have started our new topic and have 

had a fantastic time getting to know each other and 

learning all about ourselves. We have collated hair 

colour, eye colour and our favourite things and made 

pictograms to represent our data. Last week we 

introduced the story ‘It’s My Birthday’ and planned lots 

of activities for our class pets (Steggy and Spiky) so 

that we could celebrate with them. We have also 

enjoyed learning all about our 5 senses and we had 

fun making popcorn and using our eyes, ears, nose, 

tongue and hands to test out all 5. We have also been 

talking about how we feel and how to deal with 

different feelings using the film Inside Out as a talking 

point. Next week we will be talking about our bodies 

and how to keep them fit and healthy. We have 

planned a trip to ASDA to buy ingredients for some 

healthy recipes. Mrs Hanlon.  

 

An ‘Elba Park adventure’ for Year 4! 

 
The Year 4 children had a fabulous afternoon today 
visiting Elba Park. Linked to our topic 'Awesome 
Adventurers', the children had the opportunity to go 
geocaching - which is very similar to orienteering. 
Working with a team from groundworks, we first looked 
at maps of the park and discussed how to read and 
follow them by using co-ordinates. In groups, we then 
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explored the park in search of treasure boxes which 
were hidden in different areas. Each box contained a 
picture of a woodland animal and gave the                 
co-ordinates of the next box to look for. We all had a 
wonderful afternoon exploring and discovering! 
 

Lost Landscapes and Learning  
The whole school had 
the wonderful 
opportunity to work with 
Rio from the Lost 
Landscapes and 
Learning project 
(completed by Year 5 in 
Summer Term). Rio first 
led a whole school 
assembly, to explain 
what the project had 
involved. Then, as part 
of a celebration day, he 

worked with each class to talk about our new 
wildflower meadow and discussed how we should look 
after it. Each class played different games – for 
example, a wildflowers quiz where they had to identify 
the flowers in the meadow and then play a game 
similar to 'corners' to help us to learn and remember 
the wildflower names. We really enjoyed it and look 
forward to seeing how our wildflower meadow 
develops! Mrs Millican. 
 

Stones and Bones 
In Y3VS our topic is about the 
Stone Age. We have been 
reading the story Stone Age 
Boy and have writing our own 
stories. Miss Stell has been 
very impressed with our 
fantastic ideas and beautiful 
handwriting. In science, we’re 
learning about rocks and soil. 
To find out about the layers of 

soil, we carried out an experiment. We collected a soil 
sample in a jar, filled it with water, and then shook the 
jar and waited for the particles to separate - we were 
amazed to see the results! Miss Stell. 
 

Stone Age Workshop 
The children in Y3 enjoyed a 
visit from Dr Jo Bath to learn 
about life in the Stone Age. We 
started by looking at a timeline 
of events. We then used 
pigments to create our own 
cave paintings using only our 
hands. In the afternoon we 
learnt about farming and 
looked at many replica objects 
such as tools and jewellery. 

We really enjoyed wicker weaving and making butter 
out of clotted cream. Miss Stell and Miss Tose. 

Hitting the Surf in Years 4, 5 & 6! 

 
Recently the year 4, 5 and 6 children were given the 
fabulous opportunity of 'hitting the surf' at Seaburn 
beach. After taking part in a safety talk - where they 
learned all about what the different flags mean and 
how to stay away from dangerous currents - they then 
changed into wet suits ready for the water. They 
divided into two groups, one group of children learning 
how to save others using rescue torpedoes - just like 
the lifeguards. The second group used body boards to 
paddle out into the sea where they surfed back 
towards the shore. The children had an amazing time 
and now understand how to keep themselves safe in 
the water. Mrs Millican. 
 

Wonderful woodlands!  

 
In Year 1 we have started a new weekly ‘woodland 
visit’. We’re very lucky to have a lovely area in our own 
school grounds that we can explore. Each week, 
children get their suits and wellies on and get ready for 
a full afternoon of woodlands. So far, we have 
explored the natural materials that we have found 
there as well as mixing mud with water to observe the 
changes. We even made some jelly to catch evil pea 
with! We are looking forward to watching the 
adaptations in the environment as the seasons 
change. Miss Beetham and Miss Lambton. 
 
  

 
 
 

NEWSFLASH! 
We have recently elected our new School Council! 
Read more about this, and meet the new Council 
members, in our next Newsletter! 
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Getting to know our new Nursery children! 
We welcomed our new 
Nursery starters and 
returning Nursery children. 
All children are settling 
well into our daily routines 
now. We began by 
learning what the golden 
rules are and where all of 
the toys belong. We then 
moved onto celebrating 
Birthdays and it was our 
class puppet’s 5th 
Birthday. We all made 
cards and made and 

decorated cakes for the occasion. Ziggy really enjoyed 
his party and we enjoyed taking turns with the party 
games. We have also been exploring our bodies and 
what our 5 senses are - our favourite activity was 
tasting different foods. Thanks to all of our parents who 
thought about wishes for their children by the end of 
the Nursery year too. Mrs Mitchell. 
 

I need a hero! 
 

Our first topic of the 
year is ‘I need a 
hero’ and it is 
focused on 
superheroes. The 
children have loved 
getting involved in 
our new topic so far, 
making their own 
superhero masks 
and wearing them in 
the role play area. 
Children were very 
excited when they 
found toilet paper 
covering the 
courtyard and they 
knew that only one 

villain could be responsible – evil pea! They made 
excellent wanted posters and displayed them around 
school. In woodlands, they made some jelly to capture 
evil pea and just as they expected, he fell for the trap 
and they caught him! Good riddance! We are very 
excited for our trip to the fire station to meet real life 
heroes and we can’t wait for our superhero themed 
day. Miss Beetham. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Out of this World!  

 
This half term will be having fun exploring the topic of 
‘Out of this World’. In this topic the children will be 
learning about the Earth, Sun and Moon, famous 
astronauts who travelled into space and 
how discoveries changed the way we think about the 
world. In Literacy we will be basing our work around 
the book ‘Cosmic’ by Frank Cottrell Boyce. We will be 
writing an email in character and also a diary extract.  
The children will also be developing their non-fiction 
writing through writing information texts and a 
discussion text. In Science they will learn about day 
and night. They will also look at what the moon is and 
why it appears to change shape in the sky. In Art/DT 
the children will be looking at marbling techniques in 
order to create their own planets and they will make 
origami stars. Mrs Miller and Mrs Bracknall. 
 

Courage and Conflict! 

 
Our current topic in year 6 is ‘Courage and Conflict’, 
focused on the Second World War.  The children will 
be learning about key events, including: how the war 
started, the Blitz, rationing and evacuation.  We will be 
reading the story ‘Letters from the Lighthouse’, which 
is set in Devon during the war. The children have 
written some superb work already, creating a blog post 
in the style of Rose Blanche – a young girl who travels 
through her German town during the war. They have 
also written a formal letter to the Mayor of Rose’s town 
demanding change. They have created propaganda 
posters and painted watercolour and silhouette 
pictures representing The Blitz. It has been wonderful 
that so many children have been able to go home and 
share their learning with their families. We have loved 
hearing the stories family members have about the war 
and the medals that have been brought in have been 
fantastic to share with the children. Miss Hunter and 
Miss McLoughlin 

 

Messy Play is on every 
Tuesday, 1.30-2.30. It’s for 
0-4s, and it’s completely 
FREE! To book a place,  
ring school on 514 0101. 
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Superheroes! 

 
This half term Miss Lambton’s class have been 
learning all about superheroes. To launch our topic we 
found our court yard coved in toilet paper and decided 
that Evil Pea was on the loose! To help catch him we 
made some fantastic wanted posters and character 
descriptions to help catch Evil Pea! We have also 
designed our own superhero, looked at their powers 
and have tested materials to see what would make the 
best cape. Whilst creating our own superheroes we 
have discussed what superpowers we have. Some of 
these included reading, colouring and dancing! We are 
looking forward to continue learning about everyday 
heroes. Miss Lambton and Miss Henry are very proud 
of Year 1’s attitude to learning. Well done Year 1! 
 

Year 3 visit the ‘Savage Stone Age’!  

 
What a fantastic few weeks we have had learning all 
about Stone Age Britain! To begin with, we thought 
about how far back in history the Stone Age was – and 
do this, we unravelled a ball of string on the field to 
demonstrate. Using the book,’ Stone Age Boy’, we 
have learnt all about life in Stone Age Britain; where 
they lived, their language, materials they used and 
clothes they wore. To find out about the Stone Age 
diet, Miss Tose managed to get hold of real Stone Age 
‘poo’ which we dissected and found fish bones, berries 
and seeds! In English, we have written a diary entry in 
the character of the ‘Stone Age boy’ and remembered 
to include interesting sentence openers. We will soon 
be learning about Stone Age homes and we will be 
building our own using clay and junk modelling 
materials! How exciting! Miss Tose.   

European Languages Day 

 
Year 6 visited Southmoor recently, to take part in an 
event to mark European Language Day, supported by 
students from the University of Sunderland. The 
children learned about the culture and geography of 
several counties, how to say basic greetings, and how 
to count up to ten, including Portugal, China, Norway 
and Russia.  They also practised writing some words 
in Arabic. They found out how the Russian alphabet is 
very different from our own and used it to write their 
own name. The children had a fantastic morning and 
enjoyed trying out the different alphabets and 
languages. Miss McLoughlin. 
 

The ‘Awesome Adventurers’ of Year 4!  

 
For our first half term, year 4 are basing their topic 
Awesome Adventurers around the wonderful book 
'Oliver and the Seawigs'. The book is about a young 
adventurer named Oliver who meets some fantastic 
characters while on a dangerous journey to save his 
parents. The children have already created some 
wonderful 'seawigs'  and they have been on their own 
adventure to Elba Park where we took part in a 
geocaching activity to find hidden boxes. In history and 
geography, we are learning all about Ernest 
Shackleton and his adventures to the Antarctic and in 
music the children are creating and performing an 
arctic adventure themed song. Mrs Millican. 

 
 
 
 
 

D a t e s  f o r  y o u r  D i a r y  
 
 

 

 
 
 

Wed 10 Oct: Hello Yellow Day (the children can wear 

yellow to promote & support good mental health for all). 
Mon 22 –Fri 26 Oct. Half-term break – a well-earned rest! 
Wed 31 Oct: Official photographer in school – individual & 

family group photographs (separate letter to be issued). 
 

See our website for all of our Dates! 
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