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Fascinating Foula 

 
Just before Christmas, Y1 children took part in a 
balloon release.  The idea was to see how far a 
balloon from Grangetown Primary School could travel.  
The furthest response the children got was from a 
Primary School on the island of Foula – one of the 
Shetland Islands, 363 miles away!  It is the second 
most remote island in the United Kingdom. Foula 
Primary School has only 3 pupils, all boys, who are in 
Nursery, Y1 and Y5.  Our children found this 
fascinating and decided to forge links with the boys. In 
January, the children in Mrs Cole’s group researched 
life on the island and sent an e-mail to the school.  As 
a further investigation, they decided to see how long it 
would take a letter to arrive on the island by post, as 
the Headteacher of Foula had told us their post arrives 
by boat or plane, but that this is wholly dependent 
upon the weather conditions!  Over the next few weeks 
the children will be researching and learning all about 
Island life and staying in touch with the boys on Foula.  
Mrs Cole has even researched taking a trip to the 
island, watch this space for more details!  Why not 
take a look on Google Earth, to see just how far away 
and how small Foula is in comparison to Sunderland? 
By Mrs Cole. 
 
Snakes Alive! 

As part of our 
Year 1 topic 
‘Animals’, the 
children got to 
experience a 
variety of 

exotic 
creatures from 
a company 

called 
Discovery Zoo. 
Some of the 
animals that 
the children 

got to hold or touch included: a tarantula, a corn 
snake, a millipede, a blue tongued skink and a hissing 
cockroach. The children behaved very sensibly in a 
calm manner and asked lots of interesting questions. 

 
Are You a Bookworm? We Are! 

 
This year we are focussing upon reading in school.  
We aim to encourage our children to become 
successful, enthusiastic readers and instil in them a 
love of books and reading.  The staff have carried out 
an audit of the reading materials we have in school 
and we are currently looking at purchasing other books 
and resources to encourage the children to read as 
much as possible. We know that parents and carers 
play a big part in encouraging children to become 
successful, fluent readers.  It is vital that children bring 
their reading books back to school everyday so that 
they can practise their reading skills with staff or our 
parent volunteers. Try to spend a few minutes 
everyday sharing a book with your child, asking them 
what the book is about, or what their favourite part 
might be. It doesn’t always have to be a school reading 
book; our older children enjoy reading the newspaper 
and discussing local events.  Remember the library is 
free to join too, and there are always lots of activities 
going on. We know that you share our belief that 
reading is an important, but enjoyable life skill, so we 
would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your 
continued support. And we always welcome more 
volunteers to come into school to hear children read, 
like our parents group. By Mrs Cole 
 
Gung Hei Fat Choi in Early Years! 

 
We all watched a video of children celebrating Chinese 
New Year and we have worn traditional Chinese 
clothes. We have also made different Chinese crafts, 
such as lucky envelopes and Chinese lanterns.  We 
have also tasted a variety of different Chinese food 
and we were all very messy when we made our own 
Chinese dragon beard candy. We have painted 
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Chinese symbols and made symbols with the 
playdough. We also wrote our own messages to go 
inside the fortune cookies that we made. We are 
looking forward to a visit from Lip Lee, a Chinese artist, 
next week to help us make even more Chinese crafts.  
By Miss Booth, Mrs Mitchell, Miss Tose. 
 
Meeting a Firefighter! 

On Tuesday 
17th of January 
Year 1 and Year 
5 had a visit 
from the Tyne 
and Wear Fire 
and Rescue 
Service. The 
children got to 
try on a 

firefighter’s 
uniform, looking 

at the ways it keeps a firefighter safe from the flames. 
The children also looked at dangerous objects around 
the house, including matches, candles and lighters. 
They watched some child friendly videos, describing 
what to do in the event of a fire. Everyone enjoyed the 
session and learnt lots about the importance of staying 
safe.  By Miss Hough. 
 
Year 5 are Tackling Bullying! 
This half-term the Y5 children are taking part in a 
programme run by SAFC entitled ‘Tackle it’. The 
‘Tackle it’ programme promotes good citizenship 
messages, positive role modelling and helps the 
children in demonstrating a positive attitude towards 
others; our focus is ‘Anti-Bullying’. The course which 
runs over six sessions uses core football skills, work 
sheets, quizzes and the positive role modelling of the 
premiership footballers to promote the anti-bullying 
message. The children are tackling issues such as: 
Why some children bully, forms of bullying, stopping 
bullying, Cyber-bullying and can teasing be bullying?  
By Mrs Collins. 
 
Learning about Water Safety! 

On Wednesday 25th of January 
our whole school had a visit 
from the Sunderland Water 
Safety Team who came to tell 
us how to be safe around 
water. Each class got a turn to 
take part in the question and 
answer session as well as play 
games and watch a cartoon. 

The children learnt all about the four rules to be safe 
which are: Spot the dangers, Take safety advice, Don’t 
go alone, Learn how to help. The children really 
enjoyed this session and should all be experts on the 
water safety code. By Miss Stabler. 
 
 

Bailey the Dog! 

 
Recently, Year 1 had a visit from the Dogs Trust, an 
organization that rescues dogs and gives them a good 
home. Louise came into school with her rescue dog – 
Bailey - and told us all about how she found Bailey and 
all the things she does to look after him. We asked lots 
of questions and took part in some fun activities and at 
the end of the morning we all got to give Bailey a hug 
to say thank you for coming in. By Miss Stabler and 
Miss Hough 
 
Year 4 Go (Prawn) Crackers! 

 
To celebrate Chinese New Year, Year 4 looked at the 
traditional story of the animals; we then looked at what 
each animal represents and what this says about our 
character. We also followed instructions to make 
dragons as 2012 is the year of the dragon, and we 
enjoyed eating prawn crackers throughout the day! 
Miss Heddle. 
 
Year 5 Fire Safety in the Home 
This month the children have enjoyed a visit from 
Mark, a fire fighter from the Tyne and Wear Fire and 
Rescue Service. The session was classroom based 
but involved lots of activities including question and 
answer sessions, sequencing and sorting information, 
testing smoke alarms and watching how quickly a 
room can be engulfed by flames! The children listened 
so attentively, and learnt a tremendous amount about 
fire prevention, fire detection and how to safely leave 
their homes if there were to be a fire. In follow up 
sessions the children worked through an information 
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booklet and enjoyed spotting hazards in a kitchen and 
a bedroom. Finally they visited the Kidde website to 
check their answers and learn even more. This 
session takes place every year and is certainly 
extremely valuable I hope the children passed on lots 
of the safety tips to you! By Mrs Collins 
 
Year 1 Celebrate Chinese New Year! 

Last week Year 
1 learnt all about 
Chinese New 
Year. We did lots 
of activities 

including: 
dressing up in 
Chinese clothing, 
making Chinese 
dragons and 
lanterns, cooking 

and eating Chinese food and watching videos about 
Chinese New Year. The children also managed to 
write Happy New Year in Chinese writing.  
 
Year 3 Get a Taste of India! 

The topic 
this term in 
Year 3 is 
Saris and 
Spices and 
the children 
are learning 
all about life 
in an Indian 
village and 

the wider culture of India.  To kick start out topic, year 
3 visited Café Spice, an Indian restaurant near the 
town centre.  The children had a fabulous time.  After 
walking to the restaurant the children had a taste of 
Indian food.  For many of the children this was the first 
time they had tried Indian food.  The children tried 
vegetable samosas, pakora (made from spinach and 
onion), a spring roll, chicken tikka, nan bread and 
salad.  The children were served the food by the 
waiters and were treated just like real customers.  
Most of the children tried the food and this is what 
some of them thought about it. Holly Stevens (age 7), I 
thought it was exciting to taste the Indian food and I 
liked the chicken tikka. Poppy Carroll (age 7), It was 
good because I had never tasted Indian food before.  
My favourite thing was the pakora because I liked the 
taste. Miss A McLoughlin. 
 
Year 3 Celebrate Chinese New Year 
To celebrate Chinese New Year we heard the story 
about the Chinese zodiac and all about the rat and the 
ox.  As it is the year of the dragon we made a dragon 
bookmark with goggly eyes, made a paper lantern and 
coloured in a year of the dragon picture. Miss A 
McLoughlin. 
 

Family Man Event 

 
On Wednesday the 25th the year 3 held the first 
‘Family Man’ event.  The children invited a ‘family man’ 
to spend the afternoon with them in school; it could be 
a dad, uncle, granddad, big brother or carer.  The 
afternoon began with the children having a school 
lunch with their adult.  They then used the ICT suite 
and completed activities on the Family Man website.  
The activities included solving puzzles and games 
which had a history theme.  The highlight of the 
afternoon was a visit from an Anglo Saxon dad.  The 
adults and children learned what it was like to be an 
Anglo Saxon warrior and could wear and hold some 
Anglo Saxon shields and helmets.  The adults and the 
children then acted out what it would have been like to 
be in battle.  The day ended with the games in the hall 
such as giant snakes and ladders, giant Jenga and 
archery.  The children really enjoyed spending time 
with their ‘family man’ and it was clear that the dads 
had a great time to. Miss A McLoughlin. 
 
Come and Join our Winning Team! 

We’re now taking 
applications for Sept 
2012 entry to Nursery 
& Reception, To 
secure your place, 
please contact Mrs 

Minto at the school office (call in or ring 5537647).  
-Sep 2012 Nursery (age 3 from 01.01.09 to 31.08.09) 
-Sep 2012 Reception (4 before 31.08.09) 
All new starters to our Reception class will receive a 
free royal blue sweatshirt, complete with our badge! 
Parents are welcome to come and visit us. We were 
recently inspected by Ofsted, and they were full of 
praise: “Children can work independently, are happy 
and increasingly confident in all areas of the provision 
and their behaviour is good”. Ofsted, March 2011. 
 
Swimming at Southmoor’s New Pool! 
A few weeks ago year 6 got 
the chance to have a 
swimming session at 
Southmoor School to test out 
their new pool! First we went into a big room to get 
changed and then we went to the showers - it was 
freezing. We had to sit on the edge of the pool and 
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Dates for your Diary 
  

 
Fri 10 Feb: School closes 3.15/3.20 for half-term 
Mon 20 Feb:  School re-opens. Please be on time! 
Thurs 1 March:  World Book Day. 
Tues 6 March:   
• Open Afternoons Years 5 & 6 
• Open Afternoon EYFS Miss Booth’s Key Group.  
Wed 7 March:  
• Open Afternoon EYFS. Mrs Mitchell’s Key Group. 
Thurs 8 March.  
• Open Afternoon EYFS Miss Tose’s Key Group. 
• Open afternoons years 1 & 2. 
• Open Afternoons years 3 & 4. 
Fri 23 March.  Yr 3 Parents Learning Workshop. 
Tues 27 March.  Yrs 1&2 Parents Learning 
Workshop. 
Thurs 29 March.  1.30 Easter service at St Aidan’s 
with Father Andrew. Parents welcome to come 
along (or collect your child from church at 2.15). 
Thurs 29 March.  End of Term. 
Fri 30 March.  Staff Training Day. School closed. 
Mon 16 April . School reopens for Summer Term. 
 

turn around and dip our feet in and then our whole 
body – that was also freezing! Mr Hunter was a good 
teacher - we did doggy paddle, floating and front crawl, 
it was great! We had to be safe though and were not 
allowed to go past 1.5 meters. The boys were on one 
side and the girls were on the other and we were all 
given a number, either number 1 or number 2. Number 
1 had to front crawl to the other side and number 2s 
followed, and then we then had to swim back. We had 
to keep our eyes open when we were swimming back. 
The girls then did the same. After that we swam back 
to the other side but doing a back float. We came back 
but we had to put our arms tight to our side and flipped 
our arms like they were flippers. After we did a proper 
back crawl. Finally we got out and got dry we then got 
back to school for 3 o’clock. By James and Ryan 
  
A Poem from Connor, Year 2 
The learning theme in year 2 this term is ‘Italy’ – here’s 
a lovely poem from Connor (Well Done Connor!): 

 
Year 6 Celebrate Chinese New Year! 
On Monday the 23rd of January, Year 6 celebrated 
Chinese New Year by making Chinese paper-cuts—a 
very popular decoration used in china at this time of 
year! That’s not all we did! We also made tangrams 
which are a Chinese maths puzzle using seven 
different 2D shapes a square, different sized triangles 

and a parallelogram. We made lots of shapes from 
very basic ones such as a square to very hard ones 
such as even a fox. The final thing we did was to make 
red envelopes, which they give in China at New Year 
for luck. They have money in them which can be from 
a small amount to a large amount. Happy Chinese 
New year! By Natalie Gibson and Luke Crawford 
 
Daisychain – the best Daycare available! 

Do you need a daycare 
place for your child? 
Daisychain is open 51 weeks 
a year, from 8.00 a.m.- 6.00 
p.m. The fees offer excellent 
value. Our daycare staff are 
hardworking and caring– 
they will ensure your child is 
happy and safe. If you’re 
interested in a place please 

speak to Ms Heslop, our Daycare Manager. Call in, or 
ring her on 553 7652. You can also discuss your 
childcare needs with Mrs Minto in the school office 
(5537647), or Miss Booth in school. 
 


