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GPS Homework Policy 
 

 
 

1. Introduction 
At GPS we view homework as being a supported or independent task undertaken outside of school time 
which reinforces, extends or enriches current learning.  
 

2. What is Homework for? 
 To provide opportunities for parents to be involved in their child’s learning. 

 To enable children to practise and consolidate skills and aims  

 To broaden the context of learning and provide enrichment and extension.  

 To enable children to take more responsibility for their own learning, thus gaining greater 
independence as learners 

 To develop qualities such as self-discipline and personal organisation.  
 

3. Key Points 
 In planning homework, links are made to work carried out in class. Thus homework can consolidate 

work already done in class, or can help children prepare for forthcoming activities in school.‰  

 Good communication with parents underpins our approach to homework – we understand the 
importance of building positive relationships with our families, and of ensuring that they understand 
the purpose of homework. 

 There is regular feedback and praise for completed work and a system in place for responding to 
children who fail to complete homework. The reasons why homework has not been completed are 
investigated before action is taken. ‰ 

 Each child is provided with either a homework book or homework folder. 
 

4. Types of Homework: A range of homework can be given, including: 
 

Speaking and listening activities ‰  Reading  Book Reviews 

Spelling and word 
investigations ‰ 

Reading comprehension Independent research ‰ Educational games 

Practical maths 
investigations ‰  

Collecting items linked 
to a theme ‰  

Practicing skills learned 
in class ‰  

Data collection (e.g. 
mini family survey) 

 

5. Organisation of Homework 
Progression is planned from Reception to Key Stage Two through the provision of appropriate activities 
and the increasing expectations we have of the children as they move through the school.  

 Foundation Stage:  Children may be asked to complete a project at home with their families e.g. 
collecting items for a treasure box, completing a diary etc. 

 Reception: Children are expected to complete a task or activity linked to the Early Years curriculum, 
to last for around 10 minutes. This will initially focus on Phonics and reading. Writing and Maths 
activities will also be introduced throughout the year. Daily sharing of books is important. 

 Year 1: Children are expected to read with an adult for around 10 minutes each day.  A list of key 
words or spellings will be sent home weekly. Children will be expected to complete a 20 minute task 
once a week. This will alternate between an English and Maths piece of work.  

 Year 2: Children are expected to read for around 10-15 minutes and practice their weekly spellings 
each day. In addition they complete a short weekly task - this may be English and Maths, or a topic 
based activity.  
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 Year 3 and 4: There is an expectation to read for around 15 minutes and practice spellings daily, 
along with the completion of a short task each week - this may be English and Maths, or a topic 
based activity.  

 Years 5 & 6: There is a minimum expectation of 15 minutes per day spent on individual reading (or 
to an adult if this is appropriate) practising daily spellings and the completion of one or two tasks per 
week which will include literacy and numeracy (this may be two shorter pieces or one longer piece). 

 Topic based projects may be set by class teachers. On these occasions, children will be given a 
longer period of time to complete the project. 

 

Generally homework is expected to be handwritten by the child and of a good standard of presentation. 
However, class teachers will decide if it is acceptable to word process a piece of homework or for a 
parent/carer to act as scribe.  

 

6. Roles and Responsibilities  
 Class teachers will plan purposeful activities, linked to the taught curriculum. They will respond to 

children’s efforts, providing encouragement and reward and will investigate the reasons for 
homework not being completed before responding with sanctions.  

 Parents and carers have an important role in supporting children’s efforts. They need to be aware of 
what homework is set and provide both encouragement and an appropriate environment for its 
completion. Parents and carers should provide an environment in which children will be able to 
concentrate fully and complete homework tasks to the best of their abilities. This would include 
encouraging children to find a quiet place within which to complete homework, with distractions such 
as TV, games consoles etc kept to a minimum. 

 Parents and carers should encourage children to complete as much of their homework as possible 
independently, but should support as and when necessary.  

 Children are responsible for completing tasks as requested, to the best of their ability. They are 
expected to use appropriate writing materials i.e. a biro or pencil (this may be provided by school if 
necessary). 

 

7. Responding to children and ensuring that homework is completed 
 Homework is always marked and returned to the child. Praise and awards are given in the form of 

written comments, stickers and stamps etc. 

 Records are kept of work completed and - if appropriate - children are given a further opportunity to 
complete by a set date. 

 Any problems arising are discussed with parents. If required, children are asked to complete tasks 
in their own time in the school day. Parents are informed, by a note sent home, if a child regularly 
fails to complete homework.  

 

8. Special arrangements 
Class teachers will ensure that tasks are set which are appropriate to meet the needs of all children, 
including those with special educational needs as well as those requiring further challenge.  

 

9. Monitoring and Evaluation 
 Parents and carers will be given opportunities to share their views with teachers during consultation 

days and other occasions as appropriate.  

 Pupils will be consulted on homework, in discussions with their teachers and in monitoring activities 
carried out by the SLT. 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

L Cole, Deputy Head Teacher. 
 

This policy was developed in consultation with teaching staff and a representative selection of parents 
and governors; it will be reviewed & updated annually. 
 

 Latest Update: June 2016 

 Next Update scheduled for: June 2017. 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 


