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Draft Grangetown Music Policy 
 

This is a first draft, and will be further discussed and edited during Autumn 2016. 
 
1. Introduction 
 
Music is a unique way of communicating that can inspire and motivate children. It is a vehicle 
for personal expression and it can play an important part in personal development. It also 
develops creativity and self-discipline.  Music reflects the culture and society we live in, and so 
the teaching and learning of music enables children to better understand the world they live in. 
It also plays an important part in helping children feel part of a community. 
 
We provide opportunities for all children to create, play, perform and enjoy music, to develop 
the skills to appreciate a wide variety of musical forms, and to begin to make judgements 
about the quality of music. 
 
Music and the performing arts are a very important part of our provision at Grangetown. We 
employ two specialist music teachers, and two peripatetic music teachers. We hold termly 
concerts, providing all of our musician with the chance to perform for an audience. We also 
hold twice-yearly productions, combining music, drama and singing. In addition, our musicians 
and our choir perform in the local community 
 
2. Aims 
 
The aims of music teaching are to enable children to: 

 know how music is made through a variety of instruments 

 know and understand how sounds are made and then organised into musical structures 

 know how music is composed and written down 

 know how music is influenced by the time, place and purpose for which it was written  

 develop the interrelated skills of performing, composing and appreciating music.  
 
3. Teaching and learning 

 
At Grangetown Primary School we make music an enjoyable, exciting and interesting learning 
experience. We encourage children to participate in a variety of musical experiences through 
which we aim to build up the confidence of all children. Singing lies at the heart of good music 
teaching. Our teaching focuses on developing the children’s ability to sing in tune and with 
other people. Through singing songs, children learn about the structure and organisation of 
music. We teach them to listen and to appreciate different forms of music. As children get 
older, we expect them to maintain their concentration for longer and to listen to more extended 
pieces of music. Children develop descriptive skills in music lessons when learning about how 
music can represent feelings and emotions. We teach them the disciplined skills of 
recognising pulse and pitch. We also teach children how to work with others to make music 
and to compose and perform. 
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We recognise that there are children of widely different musical abilities in all classes, so we 
provide suitable learning opportunities for all children by matching the challenge of the task to 
the ability of the child. We achieve this in a variety of ways by: 

 setting common tasks which are open-ended and can have a variety of responses 

 sometimes grouping children by ability in the room and setting different tasks to each ability 
group 

 setting tasks of increasing difficulty (not all children complete all tasks) 

 using Teaching Assistants to support the work of individuals or groups of children 

 providing resources of different complexity depending on the ability of the child. 
 

4. Additional music teaching 

 
Children in years 2-6 are offered the opportunity to study a musical instrument with peripatetic 
teachers. We currently offer violin, cello, cornet, trumpet sand trombone. This is in addition to 
the normal music teaching of the school, and takes place during the classroom timetable. 
 
5. Music curriculum planning 

 
We have developed a set of Medium Term plans for music, showing the skills and knowledge 
to be taught in each yeargroup – appended to this Policy. Our experienced music teachers 
work with class teachers to devise half-termly units of work which ensure that singing and 
music are woven into our topics (though some aspects of music and singing are also taught 
discretely). 
  
6. Early Years Foundation Stage 
 
In Foundation Stage, music is explored and taught in many ways throughout the day (during 
directed time and throughout continuous provision). Music contributes to developing all 6 
areas of learning. For example counting songs foster a child’s mathematical ability and songs 
from different cultures increase a child’s knowledge and understanding of the world. Children 
will learn how sounds can be changed; sing simple songs from memory; recognise repeated 
sounds and sound patterns; and match movement to music. Children also have the 
opportunity to compose using a variety of musical instruments. 
 
7. Assessment 
 
Informal, continuous assessment is part of the normal teaching process to help to ensure 
continuity and progression. Our two music teachers make continuous assessments, which 
contribute to ongoing planning. They ensure that classroom teachers are kept well informed of 
the children’s progress. 
 
8. The contribution of music to teaching in other curriculum areas 

 
8.1 English 

Music contributes significantly to the teaching of English in our school by actively promoting 
the skills of reading, writing, speaking and listening. Children develop their language skills 
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through singing songs, with attention to diction, meaning, rhythm and rhyme. They use 
reference books and develop research skills when finding out about the history of music and 
musicians. Music is also used to stimulate discussion or creative writing. Through working with 
others in a musical setting, children develop their ability to communicate ideas effectively. 
 
8.2 Mathematics 
Music contributes to the teaching of mathematics in that children who study the structure of 
music are observing patterns and processes. Talent in music is often linked with talent in 
mathematics, as the rhythm and structure of music is mathematically based. 
 
8.3 Computing and Information & Communication Technology (CITC) 

CICT is used in music where appropriate. For example, children use iPad apps to compose 
and record music. They also use CICT in music to enhance their research skills. They also 
listen to music via the internet.  
 
8.4 Personal, social and health education (PSHE) and citizenship 
Music contributes significantly to the teaching of personal, social, citizenship and health 
education. Through the common goal of making music, children learn to work effectively with 
other people and build up good relationships. Music is the basis of many social activities and 
has an important role to play in the personal development of many young people. It has a vital 
role to play in building self-confidence. Participation in successful public musical performances 
is sometimes one of the most memorable things young people do at school. 
 
8.5 Spiritual, moral, social and cultural development 
Listening, creating or performing music can sometimes be a moving and even spiritual 
experience. We encourage children to reflect on the important effect that music has on 
people’s moods, senses and quality of life. Children at our school have the opportunity to 
encounter music from many cultures and, through their growing knowledge and understanding 
of the music, they develop more positive attitudes towards other cultures and societies. 
 
9. Monitoring & Evaluation 

 
Planning is collected on a half termly basis, and is evaluated by our SLT and by our Music 
Coordinator. Class teachers meet on a half termly basis with our two main music teachers, so 
that the quality of provision can be evaluated and so that forward planning can be discussed. 
The Headteacher drops into music lessons on a regular basis. When music is ‘in focus’ (rolling 
programme), our music coordinator carries out lesson observations, samples teacher 
planning, and has discussions with children and teachers, so that she can evaluate teaching 
and learning. 
 
Les McAnaney (Headteacher) 
Date: August  2016 
 
Appendix: Progression in Skills & Knowledge in Music – a document developed in 2015, 
to build upon the National Curriculum and provide further detail in terms of what we will cover 
within each yeargroup. 
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Knowledge, Skills and Understanding breakdown for Music 

Year 1 

Performing Composing (incl notation) Appraising 

 I can use my voice to 
speak/sing/chant. 

 I can join in with singing. 

 I can use instruments to 
perform. 

 I look at the audience when 
I am performing. 

 I can clap short rhythmic 
patterns. 

 I can copy sounds. 

 I can make different sounds 
with my voice. 

 I can make different sounds 
with instruments. 

 I can identify changes in 
sounds. 

 I can change the sound. 

 I can repeat (short, rhythmic 
and melodic) patterns. 

 I can make a sequence of 
sounds. 

 I can show sounds by using 
pictures. 

 I can respond to different moods 
in music. 

 I can say how a piece of music 
makes them feel. 

 I can say whether I like or dislike 
a piece of music. 

 I can choose sounds to 
represent different things. 

 I can recognise repeated 
patterns. 

 I can follow instructions about 
when to play or sing. 

Year 1 (Challenging) 

 I can make loud and quiet 
sounds.  

 I can know that the chorus 
keeps being repeated.  

 

 I can tell the difference 
between long and short 
sounds.  

 I can tell the difference between 
high and low sounds.  

 I can give a reason for 
choosing an instrument.  

 I can tell the difference 
between a fast and slow 
tempo.  

 I can tell the difference 
between loud and quiet 
sounds.  

 I can identify two types of sound 
happening at the same time. 

 

Year 2 

Performing Composing (incl notation) Appraising 

 I can sing and follow the 
melody (tune). 

 I can sing accurately at a 
given pitch. 

 I can perform simple 
patterns and 
accompaniments keeping a 
steady pulse. 

 I can perform with others. 

 I can play simple rhythmic 
patterns on an instrument. 

 I can sing/clap a pulse 
increasing or decreasing in 
tempo. 

 I can order sounds to create a 
beginning, middle and end. 

 I can create music in response 
to different topics and themes. 

 I can choose sounds which 
create an effect. 

 I can use symbols to represent 
sounds. 

 I can make connections 
between notations and musical 
sounds. 

 

 I can improve my own work. 

 I can listen out for particular 
things when listening to music. 

Year 2 (Challenging) 

 I can sing/play rhythmic 
patterns in contrasting 
tempo; keeping to the 
pulse.  

 

 I can use simple structures in a 
piece of music. 

 I know that phrases are where 
we breathe in a song. 

 I can recognise sounds that 
move by steps and by leaps 
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Year 3 

Performing Composing (including 

notation) 

Appraising 

 I can sing in tune with 
expression. 

 I can control my voice when 
singing. 

 I can play clear notes on 
instruments. 

 I can use different elements 
in my composition. 

 I can create repeated 
patterns with different 
instruments. 

 I can compose melodies 
and songs. 

 I can create 
accompaniments for tunes. 

 I can combine different 
sounds to create a specific 
mood or feeling. 

 I can improve my work; explaining 
how it has improved. 

 I can use musical words (the 
elements of music) to describe a 
piece of music and compositions. 

 I can use musical words to 
describe what I like and dislike. 

 I can recognise the work of at 
least one famous composer. 

Year 3 (Challenging) 

 I can work with a partner to 
create a piece of music 
using more than one 
instrument. 

 I can work with a partner to 
create a piece of music 
using more than one 
instrument. 

 I can tell whether a change is 
gradual or sudden. 

 I can identify repetition, contrasts 
and variations. 

 

Year 4 

Performing Composing (incl notation) Appraising 

 I can perform a simple part 
rhythmically.  

 I can sing songs from 
memory with accurate pitch.  

 I can improvise using 
repeated patterns. 

 
 
 
 
 

 I can use notations to 
record and interpret 
sequences of pitches.  

 I can use standard notation.  

 I can use notations to 
record compositions in a 
small group or on my own.  

 I can use my notation in a 
performance. 

 
 
 

 I can explain the place of silence 
and say what effect it has.  

 I can start to identify the character 
of a piece of music.  

 I can describe and identify the 
different purposes of music.  

 I can begin to identify with the 
style of work of Beethoven, 
Mozart and Elgar. 

Year 4 (Challenging) 

 I can use selected pitches 
simultaneously to produce 
simple harmony. 

 
 
  

 I can explore and use sets 
of pitches, e.g. 4 or 5 note 
scales.  

 I can show how they can 
use dynamics to provide 
contrast. 

 

 I can identify how a change in 
timbre can change the effect of a 
piece of music.  
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Year 5 

Performing Composing (incl notation) Appraising 

• I can breathe in the correct 
place when singing 

• I can sing and use my 
understanding of meaning to 
add expression 

• I can maintain my part whilst 
others are performing my 
part. 

• I can perform ‘by ear’ and 
from simple notations 

• I can improvise within a group 
using melodic and rhythmic 
phrases 

• I can recognise & use basic 
structural forms e.g. rounds, 
variations, rondo form. 

• I can change sounds or 
organise them differently to 
change the effect 

• I can compose music which 
meets specific criteria 

• I can use my notations to 
record groups of pitches 
(chords) 

• I can use a music diary to 
record aspects of the 
composition process 

• I can choose the most 
appropriate tempo for a piece 
of music 

• I can describe, compare and 
evaluate music using musical 
vocabulary 

• I can explain why I think my music 
is successful or unsuccessful 

• I can suggest improvements to my 
own or others’ work 

• I can choose the most appropriate 
tempo for a piece of music 

• I can contrast the work of famous 
composers and show preferences 

Year 5 (Challenging) 

• I can use pitches 
simultaneously to produce 
harmony by building up 
simple chords 

• I can devise and play a 
repeated sequence of 
pitches on a tuned instrument 
to accompany a song. 

• I can identify (and use) how 
patterns of repetitions, 
contrasts and variations can 
be organised to give structure 
to a melody, rhythm, dynamic 
and timbre 

 

• I can explain how tempo 
changes the character of 
music 

• I can identify where a gradual 
change in dynamics has helped to 
shape a phrase of music? 

 

Year 6 

Performing Composing (incl notation) Appraising 

 I can sing a harmony part 
confidently and accurately. 

 I can perform parts from 
memory. 

 I can perform using notations. 

 I can take the lead in a 
performance. 

 I can take on a solo part. 

 I can provide rhythmic 
support. 

 I can use a variety of different 
musical devices in my 
composition. (inc  melody, 
rhythms, chords) 

 I can recognise that different 
forms of notation serve 
different purposes. 

 I can use different forms of 
notation. 

 I can combine groups of 
beats. 

 I can refine and improve my work. 

 I can evaluate how the venue, 
occasion and purpose affects the 
way a piece of music is created. 

 I can analyse features within 
different pieces of music. 

 I can compare and contrast the 
impact that different composers 
from different times will have had 
on the people of the time. 

Year 6 (Challenging) 

 I can perform a piece of 
music which contains two (or 
more) distinct melodic or 
rhythmic parts, knowing how 
the parts will fit together.  

 

 I can show how a small 
change of tempo can make a 
piece of music more effective.  

 I can use the full range of 
chromatic pitches to build up 
chords, melodic lines and 
bass lines.  

 I can appraise the introductions, 
interludes and endings for songs 
and compositions they have 
created.  

 

 


