
Overall aims of the Curriculum 
The curriculum covers everything that is taught in school. Our aim is to provide a broad, 
balanced and enriching curriculum for the pupils in our care. We promote the spiritual, moral, 
cultural, academic and physical development of pupils to prepare them for the opportunities, 
responsibilities and experiences of adult life. The Curriculum we operate is a ‘Grangetown 
Curriculum’ in the sense that we aim as far as possible to tailor our curriculum to the needs 
and interests of our pupils, whilst at the same time fulfilling statutory requirements. 
Assessment informs the planning and teaching of our curriculum at all times, so that what is 
taught matches the child’s stage of learning. 
 
The Early Years Foundation Stage curriculum 
In Early Years the children are assessed on entry into school and a curriculum is planned to 
take their learning forward, building on their existing knowledge, and based around the Early 
Learning Goals of the ‘Foundation Stage’ of the National Curriculum.  The Early Learning 
Goals are: 
• Personal, social and emotional development. This includes developing self-confidence, 

learning to respond to expectations of behaviour, and knowing the difference between right 
and wrong. 

• Communication, language and literacy. We focus on developing the ability to talk 
confidently and clearly and to listen carefully. We encourage the children to enjoy stories, 
songs and poems, to recognise letters and the sounds that correspond to them, and to 
read and write an increasing range of familiar words. 

• Mathematical development. We use rhymes, songs and games to develop an 
understanding of maths. The children learn to count in various ways, to recognise numbers 
and order them. They experience activities involving weighing and other types of 
measurement, and are made aware of shapes and space. 

• Knowledge and understanding of the world. This area is concerned with exploring and 
finding out about the world, and learning to ask questions about it. The children find out 
about past events in their lives and their families' lives. They will start to find out about 
different cultures and beliefs. 

• Physical development. We teach the children to move confidently, control their bodies, 
and use simple equipment like bean-bags and balls. 

• Creative development. The children have the opportunity to make a wide variety of 
things, to explore colours and shapes, and to listen to and make their own music. 

 
A separate brochure is available for the Foundation Stage. This will be provided in July for 
parents of children entering our Reception classes, and will be available on request to any 
other Grangetown parent or prospective parent. 
 
Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 
The central components are the Core subjects, the Foundation subjects and Religious 
Education. These are taught both separately and combined (in the form of topics or ‘contexts 
for learning’). 
• Core Subjects: English, Mathematics, Science, Information and Communication 

Technology (ICT) 
• Foundation Subjects: History, Geography, Art & Design, Design Technology, Physical 

Education, Music. 
 
We also teach Religious Education. 
 
English 
The English curriculum develops four skills that are essential for learning in school and for life 
outside of school. These are: speaking, listening, reading, and writing. 
• Speaking and listening includes teaching children how to express themselves verbally, how 



to listen carefully and respond to what they hear, and how to adapt what they say for 
different purposes. 

• Children learn to read and understand a wide range of types of text, including stories, plays, 
poems and information texts. 

• Children learn to produce a range of different types of writing, paying attention to 
handwriting, spelling, punctuation and grammar to an increasingly more complex level as 
they move through the school. 

 
Mathematics 
Mathematics is an important life skill, and we aim to make all children confident and competent 
with maths. The three main areas that are covered are number, shape, space and measures, 
and handling data. 
• Number includes numbers and the number system, calculations and ways of solving 

problems. 
• In shape, space and measures children learn about 2D and 3D shapes, about 

position and movement, and about the measurement of length, weight, capacity, 
area and time. 

• Handling data involves collecting information, organising it and presenting it in 
graphs and charts, and interpreting graphs and charts to answer questions. 

Throughout all of this work the children are taught how to approach problems in a 
mathematical way, using their skills and knowledge to work out answers. There is a 
strong emphasis on developing good oral and mental skills, including the quick recall 
of known number facts. 
 
Science 
Science is about developing an understanding of ourselves and the world around us. 
The science curriculum draws upon children's natural curiosity and enables them to 
investigate the answers to scientific questions in a logical way. They do a great deal 
of practical work as well as using sources like information books and information 
technology. The main areas of investigation are: 
• Life and living processes e.g. what plants and animals need to live and grow. 
• Materials and how they change e.g. the effects of freezing and boiling. 
• Simple physics e.g. electricity and magnetism. 
 
Information and Communications Technology (ICT) 
Modern technology plays a big part in the way we live and work, and this will be even truer of 
the world in which our children will be adults. Children need to be confident in their use of 
technology, and to have an understanding of its benefits and drawbacks. This is the focus of 
the ICT curriculum. The children learn to: 
• Obtain information and store it e.g. through the use of audio and video recording and the 

internet. 
• How to share information with others e.g. through the use of email, or by building a web-

site. 
• How to tailor information to their own needs e.g. through using a wide range of computer 

software. 
Some of this work takes place in the classroom, where children have access to a range of 
ICT equipment including 3-4 PCs in each room with internet access. In addition we have a 
computer suite with 28 high specification machines, all of which are networked and have 
internet access. The suite also has a fully interactive whiteboard which enhances the quality 
of teaching and learning. 
 
We have ‘wired’ internet access in every classroom, providing superfast broadband, and 
wired internet access throughout school. 
 



Every classroom has a state-of-the-art SmartBoard 
 
Our website has been up and running since 2010, and is very much a source of information 
for parents as well as a showcase of the positive work we do. Check out our website at 
www.grangetown.sunderland.sch.uk  The website was completely revamped in June 2012, 
in a collaboration with www.greenschoolsonline.co.uk  
 
Design Technology 
This area of the curriculum is concerned with developing designing and making skills, as well 
as an understanding of what is good design and how products can be improved. Children 
are taught to: 
• Look at products to see how they work and how they are used. 
• Develop their practical skills such as cutting, joining and fixing. 
• Design and make their own products such as model wheeled vehicles, biscuits and simple 

torches. 
 
History  
History is about finding out about the past using a range of sources, and learning how 
the past is different from the present. The children develop skills like the ability to 
weigh up evidence and reach conclusions. As a result they begin to understand and 
remember events and people from the past, and the historical order in which events 
happened. They learn about: 
• Significant events, such as the Great Fire of London and the Blitz. 
• Differences between past and present, such as Victorian seaside holidays 

compared to modern seaside holidays. 
• The Romans, Anglo-Saxons and Vikings in Britain. 
• Victorian Britain. 
• The Ancient Egyptians and Greeks. 
 
Geography 
The Geography curriculum focuses on the links between our lives and the 
environment around us. The children develop geographical skills and use resources 
such as photographs, maps, and plans, as well as going on local visits. They find out 
about human and physical features in the environment and how environments 
change. This takes place through the study of places and themes such as: 
• The immediate area around the school 
• A different area in the U.K. 
• A similar sized area in India. 
• Water and how it affects landscapes and people. 
• Settlements like towns and villages, including how they change and similarities and 

differences. 
All children have the option of going on a residential field-trip in years 4, 5 & 6. 
 
Art and Design 
We aim to develop children's imagination and creativity through the art curriculum. 
Children are taught to: 
• Explore and develop their ideas by recording what they see and imagine. 
• Try out different materials, tools and techniques, including painting, printing and 

modeling using clay. 
• Say what they think and feel about works of art, and about their own work. 
• Work with colour, pattern and texture, line and tone, shape, form and space. 
We enrich the art and design curriculum through visits to local galleries and by bringing 
artists into school to work with the children. 
 



Music 
Music is a source of pleasure and enjoyment for all of us. Making music helps children to 
explore and express their thoughts and feelings. Learning songs from the past, or from 
other parts of the world, helps children to develop an understanding of history and of 
other cultures. These are some of the reasons why the music curriculum is an important 
part of what we do. Children experience teaching which develops their ability to: 
• Sing and play simple musical instruments. 
• Express ideas and feelings through music. 
• Listen to different types of music, picking out details and learning how it was created. 
The music curriculum is enriched by regularly bringing professional musicians into 
school, and also by providing opportunities for interested children to extend their 
experiences through taking part in a choir or learning to play an instrument at a more 
demanding level. We have weekly clubs in guitar, samba, recorders and choir. 
 
Physical Education 
PE aims to develop children's physical skills in an enjoyable way, as well as 
encouraging them to maintain a healthy lifestyle through exercise. Teaching focuses 
upon: 
• Dance, where children learn to move rhythmically and expressively, and gain 

experience of dance from other cultures. 
• Gymnastics, where they develop their ability to perform and link together 

movements, shapes and balances, both on the floor and using apparatus. 
• Games, where they play and invent games to score points or goals, either on their 

own or in small teams. 
• Athletics, which includes running, jumping and throwing, 
• Swimming. Children attend swimming lessons in years 3, 4 and 6. 
 
 
Religious Education 
RE teaching aims to help children respect the beliefs and practices of others as well 
as to discover more about their own. The broad content of the RE curriculum is based 
upon the Local Authority's ‘Agreed Syllabus’. Teaching reflects the fact that the 
religious traditions of Great Britain are mainly Christian, whilst acknowledging the 
important role of other religions in modern British society. Parents have the right to 
withdraw their child from RE lessons if they feel this is appropriate. 
 
Personal, Social and Health Education (PSHE), and Citizenship 
This area of the curriculum is concerned with developing skills such as independence 
and confidence, sharing personal views and discussing fair and unfair, right and 
wrong. It is also about developing self-confidence and the ability to make good 
choices in relation to areas that affect personal health and well-being. We have 
developed a comprehensive Scheme of Work in PSHCE. However, some of the work 
in this area is covered through other areas of the curriculum, such as Science, RE 
and Assemblies. Other aspects are developed in Circle Time, which is an approach 
aimed at encouraging communication skills, and the ability to listen to others and take 
their views on board. Circle Time is also used as a means of discussing and resolving 
problems relating to behaviour and general class and school issues. The children in 
each class have the opportunity to contribute to whole school issues by electing two 
of their peers to sit on our School Council. Our international links make an important 
contribution to the ‘citizenship’ aspect of this curriculum area. Over the past 2 years, 
we have developed a strong partnership with Impact Anti Bullying. This involves 
weekly PSHE sessions: anti-bullying, self-esteem, setting up a group of Peer 
Mediators and establishing a group of Playground Buddies. 
 



(d) Sex and relationships education  
Sex and relationships education is largely taught through PSHCE, Health Education 
and the Science curriculum. The three main elements to the programme are: 
• Attitudes and values e.g. learning the value of respect, love and care 
• Personal and social skills e.g. developing self-respect and empathy for others, 

managing conflict. 
• Knowledge and understanding e.g. understanding human sexuality, reproduction, 

emotions and relationships. 
• A talk given by the school nurse, covering issues related to puberty. Parents are 

informed by letter before this takes place, and can opt out if they do not wish their 
child to be involved. 

 
(e) Homework 
Homework is given on a regular basis to all children. For Reception children the main 
focus is on reading. From year 1, children receive spellings and short maths activities. 
All children have a reading diary in which comments from children, parents and 
teachers can be made. In Key Stage Two the amount of homework increases, to a 
maximum of two hours per week in year five and six, in addition to reading. The main 
focus will once again be literacy (e.g. learning spellings or completing short written 
tasks), and numeracy (e.g. learning multiplication tables, or practising a technique 
learned in class). At other times the homework may relate to particular topics being 
covered in other curriculum areas e.g. researching information on a history topic. 
Additional work may be set for children who require specific input to make progress. In 
such a situation we will discuss the issue with parents, but please raise any concerns 
with us if you feel the need. 
 
(f) Assessment 
Children are assessed at all stages of learning to ensure that they are making 
appropriate progress, and to identify what they need to learn next. The majority of 
these assessments are ongoing and informal, and many are part of the routine 
curriculum based activities that children undertake in the classroom. More formal 
assessment takes place three times a year. These focus on literacy and numeracy 
skills, and for the younger children particularly they are presented in a similar format to 
their normal classroom activities, and take place under normal classroom conditions. 
Once again these assessments help us to check that appropriate progress is being 
made, and to identify strengths and any areas of difficulty. Individual results of SATs 
assessments (years 2 & 6) are reported to parents. 
 
(g) More-Able Children 
Some children within the school population will have special needs resulting from an 
exceptionally advanced level of ability in a particular area. These children are provided with 
a high level of challenge in the identified area, so that they are able to work to their potential. 
We welcome the enrichment which more able children bring to the life of the school, and we 
provide a stimulating and appropriately demanding curriculum for them. More able children 
are identified through ongoing teacher assessment and through performance in formal tests. 
Their names are placed on a register which includes details of the particular provision that 
will be made for them. Usually this will take the form of classroom activities or homework that 
is modified according to their particular needs, or by ensuring that they have access to 
appropriate extra-curricular activities. We keep the parents of these children fully informed of 
the provision made. 
 
(h) Special Educational Needs (SEN) 
Some children may not make the progress with their learning that we expect, and may be 
assessed as having Special Educational Needs. These children may be given learning 



activities in their area of difficulty which are slightly different to the rest of the class, or given 
some extra adult support in the classroom by a classroom assistant. If we still have concerns 
about the child's progress then we involve specialist teachers from the Local Authority who 
are able to provide advice and support. We involve parents at every stage of this process, 
and follow national guidelines for Special Educational Needs provision. 
 
(i) Extra-curricular activities 
A rich variety of activities take place at lunch time and after school. 
Lunchtimes: 
• ICT 
• Cross Stitch 
• Eco Club 
After School: 
• Drama Club / Choir 
• Football  
• ICT 
• Cookery 
• Badminton 
• Keep Fit 
• Art & Craft 
A fully qualified peripatetic music teacher visits the school each week to teach violin and 
woodwind skills to small groups of children. A small charge is made for these lessons.  
 
(j) Educational visits 
We use educational visits to help bring the curriculum alive, making learning more enjoyable 
and meaningful for the children. All visits are carefully planned, with special attention given 
to the safety of the children. Parents will receive a letter informing them of when a visit is 
going to take place, and what is involved. We often ask for parent volunteers to help 
supervise the children. We ask parents to complete a form, agreeing for their child to be 
involved in the visit, and giving up to date emergency contacts and medical information. We 
are unable to take a child out of school without this written consent. Many visits will involve a 
cost to the school, and we will often ask parents for a contribution towards meeting this cost. 
This is a voluntary contribution, and no child will be excluded from the visit if a contribution is 
not made. We do however rely upon the large majority of parents making a contribution to 
enable trips to go ahead. If we do not receive sufficient contributions then the trip may be 
cancelled for all of the children. 
 
(k) Assemblies 
These are held every day but provision is made to discreetly withdraw any child from such 
corporate acts of worship on the written request of parents. 
 
(l) Swimming 
During Autumn Term, year 4 has a weekly visit to the swimming pool at Raich Carter Sports 
Centre, then during Spring Term year 3 go swimming and year 6 go in June and July. This is 
provided free of charge, and is part of the Physical Education curriculum. It makes a vital 
contribution to your child’s health and fitness, as well as ensuring that they learn a lifelong 
skill. 


