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Here comes Christmas! 

 
The Christmas season is fast approaching, and with it 
a whole host of ‘Grangetown goodies’ to get you in the 
mood for the festivities. We welcome Santa Paws (yes, 
‘Paws’!) to EYFS on 10

th
 December, and our youngest 

children are visiting Whitehouse Farm to meet Santa 
on 4

th
 December. Every class is holding a Parent 

Christmas Workshop, so that you can come and work 
alongside your child. Christmas Dinner is on 10

th
 

December, and The Snow Queen visits us during the 
last week of term! And, for the ‘icing on the cake’, don’t 

miss our very special year 5/6 production of Sleeping 
Beauty, on Thursday 12

th
 (2pm & 6pm) – another 

amazing production from Mrs Davies and the year 5/6 
children. So – join us for a memorable, fun-filled run-in 
to the end of term! The big question is – will Santa find 
time to visit Grangetown? – mmmmm….let’s just wait 
and see! ;-) 
 

GPS families making a Green Start! 

 
All through November, the school library has been 
taken over on a Friday morning by Reception and yr1 
children and their parents, covered in everything from 
leaves and clay to compost and recycled magazines.  

 
For the second time  at Grangetown, GreenStart  
Family Learning has been running; it’s a 6-week  
course run by local environmental charity Groundwork 
North East aiming to give parents and their children a 
chance to learn together new nature skills and ideas 
for low cost and free activities to do outdoors. The 
course will be running until 13th December but if you 
would be interested in joining next time round, please 
contact Miss Booth, but prepare to get a little mucky.      
By Alison Ball, Groundwork North East. 
 

Piña, fresa, uvas, melocotón! 

 
One more time our children are demonstrating all their 
progress and enthusiasm in the Spanish Lessons and, 
step by step, we are reinforcing basic Spanish skills. 
This month we have been not only learning colours 
with the little ones (I have to confess that we are now 
experts at them ) but also practicing grammar and 
fruit vocabulary in KS2: Piña, fresa, uvas, melocotón 
…Which one is your favourite? Don’t worry if you 
haven’t decided yet because more activities, routines, 
fun and music are waiting for you in the next sessions. 
Are you ready? The facts speak for themselves so the 
only thing I can tell you is: ‘¡Bien hecho chicos y 
chicas!’ Keep it up!  See you soon!‘¡Hasta pronto!’ 
By Miss Rodríguez  
 

Drama Day with BigFoot Arts! 

 
Alice and Emelia (year 4) write: Recently Stephanie 
from Big foot arts came in and did a Tudor day with 
year 4. We had Stephanie in for the full day and we did 
lots of drama. Our favourite part was when we were 
writing poems and songs about Henry VIII and 
Catherine of Aragon. Other tables were making menus 
and invitations for Catherine and Henry VIII wedding 
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day. Some were writing funny poems about Henry 
being fat and Catherine being shocked that she was 
getting married. We all acted out that we were being 
two tax collectors and they were going to get their 
head chopped off! 
 

Apple Store Here we Come! 

 
On Wednesday the 13

th 
 November and Friday 15

th
 

November, the children from year six and the ibuddies 
from years 5, 4 and year 3 went to the Apple Store at 
Gateshead Metro Centre, to take part in an Apple Field 
Trip. When we arrived at the apple store we met Dan, 
Amy and Ben. They put our coats in the boxes and 
then they gave us all t-shirts and memory sticks – 
which were on bands! We were also given some 
badges and an Apple bag. We were learning how to 
correctly use the ‘pages’ app on our ipads. We typed 
up our newspaper reports pages. We even videoed 
each other and added the videos to our newspapers. 
When we all finished our recounts we played a game 
of elf, wizards and giants. We also danced our way out 
of the shop, Gangnam Style! By Summer Scarfe-
Chatfield. 
 

We love learning together! 

 
Grangetown has had the opportunity to run the 
Groundwork’s Family Learning course for the third 
running and once again it has proved popular.  The 
sessions are aimed at parents with children in 
Foundation Stage and Key Stage 1 and it is all based 
around learning through nature.  The parents have the 
opportunity to work alongside their child each week 

and create a range of masterpieces!  Pictured are two 
of our children who were very proud of their clay stick 
people that they made in session one.  Thanks again 
to all the parents who have signed up for the sessions, 
without you we would be unable to offer such a range 
of enriching activities. Miss Booth  

 
Lazy Lions just for the Day! 

 
Foundation Stage children had a great day on Friday 
15

th
 November supporting Children in Need.  Following 

on from our topic ‘Light and Dark’ we decided to have 
a pyjama day.  Everyone joined in, even the teacher’s 
came into school sporting their ‘jim-jams’ and slippers!  
We enjoyed hot chocolate for snack time and even 
ended the day with a cosy film and popcorn.  All in all 
an excellent day and we raised money for a fantastic 
cause.  Thank you to everyone who supported! 
Foundation Stage Team 
 

Our ‘Forest Adventure’! 
Recently, EYFS visited 
Backhouse Park to 
explore and investigate 
what happens during 
Autumn/Winter! The 
walk to the park took a 
very long time and we 
saw a lot of cars along 
the way! When we got 

to the park we saw that lots of leaves had fallen from 
the trees and we even saw a fallen tree. During our 
exploration we climbed the fallen tree, played in the 
crunchy leaves and crossed the ‘trip trap bridge’. We 
raced up the steep bank, through the orange and 
brown leaves and up to the very top. Once we got to 
the top, as a treat we played on the play park. When 
we got back to school we were very tired but 
thoroughly enjoyed our day. By the EYFS Team. 
 

Stabiliser Free Day! 
On Friday 8

th
 November Foundation 

Stage and Key Stage 1 were lucky 
enough to have Dr Bike working with 
them all day. Dr Bike was in school to 
help the children ride their bikes 
without stabilisers. The children 
initially pushed their bikes along using 
their feet and as their confidence 
developed they began to lift their feet and balance.  
The children were taught the skills needed to ride a 
bike independently and had lots of opportunities 
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throughout the day to practise this new skill. Parents 
and carers were invited along to share the children’s 
success and celebrate their achievements. It was a 
great day- well done boys and girls. By Miss. Grainger 
 

Year 2 meet David Harmer! 

 
Dominic (yr 2) writes: I really enjoyed it when the 
poet came into our class. He brought lots of books that 
had his poems in. He let me come to the front of the 
class to do some actions about a poem. I had to 
pretend to be a monster. I thought the best poem was 
the one he made up about different sandwiches 
because it rhymed. He was really funny and I would 
love it if he could come into my class again. 
 

Swimming Gala 2013. 
Lucy and Poppy (year 
5) write: In November 
we were chosen to be 
part of a group of children 
from year 5 and year 6 who were given the 
chance to attend a swimming gala held at Southmoor 
School. We were nervous on the way up to the gala, 
hoping that we would do well against the other schools 
that would be there.  When we arrived at the pool, 
everyone got ready and altogether, in the gala, three 
schools were taking part Valley Road, Hill View and 
us, Grangetown Primary. We were split up so we could 
swim our individual races of freestyle, backstroke and 
a relay.  We were doing really well, enjoying the races 
and the atmosphere of the gala.  We were very 
pleased with the way we performed in the races 
coming second in most of the races with Mrs Crooks 
cheering us on all the way, very loudly! At the end of 
the gala the results were read out, we were so proud 
of ourselves,  Grangetown Primary were placed 
second out of the three teams that took part.  We all 
achieved medals and certificates which we proudly 
showed to the rest of the school in an assembly.  We 
really enjoyed representing Grangetown Primary in the 
swimming gala and would love to be able to do 
it again. 
 

Girls Football Success! 
The girls in year 4,5 and 6 have started 
football training with Miss Appleton and we 
have created a girls football team. Last 
week, we were in a tournament at 

Farrington and played in five matches all in one night!  
We won two of our games and Kirsty even scored a 
hat trick helping us to get all the way through to the 
semi-finals! We played really well and had a great 
time! Nicole Jackson 
 

Tudor Visit to Durham 
In mid-November Year 4 visited 
Durham to complete a Tudor Trail. 
Throughout the visit we had the 
chance to walk around Durham, 
observing features similar to that 
of Tudor times. We also found out 
new facts, including that the 
Castle and Cathedral are built on 
a hill so they could have a good 

view of people travelling on the water and to deter 
people from robbing them. During the trail the children 
were answering questions, watching out for features 
and drawing particular aspects. They thoroughly 
enjoyed the day and were extremely well behaved. 
Now we are back in school we have been using our 
new knowledge to design and write an information 
leaflet. By Mrs Taylor. 

 
Our Visit to Washington Arts Centre 
Raegan Wilson (yr 6) writes: First we   
Got on the bus and drove to 
Washington. On the way there we 
saw Penshaw Monument and a 
bridge across the road.  When 
we got to the Arts Centre Janet 
and Nicholas met us and took us 
to No Limits theatre.  It had stone 
walls and was very dark.  We 
played some games to warm up our 
bodies and our voices.  My favourite was “The Sun 
Shines On”.  Then we practised our play.  We weren’t 
allowed to talk because we were miming.  We also 
went on the stage.  Finally we said “Thank you” and 
“Goodbye”.  We will miss Janet because we have 
enjoyed working with No Limits. 
 

Y5 aim for Discovery Arts Award! 

 
The children have had an enjoyable four weeks 
working towards getting their ‘discovery’ arts award 
with ‘No Limits theatre’. The children have worked with 
staff from No Limits theatre for the past four Tuesday 
mornings. They have explored different types of arts, 
in particular ‘Physical drama’. The children have 
played lots of focus games which they all really 
enjoyed! To finish off the project the children went to 
‘No Limits theatre’ based at Washington Arts Centre 
where they performed some freeze frame drama on 
stage. Johanthan Galley particulary enjoyed playing 
the games and composing his own song. By Mrs Miller 
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Dates for your Diary 
  

 
Thurs 5 Dec. Y3 Parents Learning Workshop (1.30). 
Mon 9 Dec 1.15. KS1 Parents' Learning Workshop. 
Tues 10 Dec. Santa Paws visits EYFS!   /    Launch of 
our Writing Awards!   /   Christmas Dinner!   /            
2.30. KS1 Dance (just for children). 
Wed 11 Dec EYFS Christmas Crafts (parents 
welcome) (9.15-10.30 & 1.15-2.30). 

Thurs 12 Dec. Sleeping Beauty – yrs 5 & 6 
Christmas Show. 2pm & 6pm. Parents & families 
welcome. Tickets just £2 (adult) / £1 (child). 
Fri 13 Dec 9.30. EYFS & KS1 Nativity. 
Mon 16 Dec. 9.15. Sleeping Beauty cast visiting 
Bridgewater Primary, Newcastle. 
Tues 17 Dec ‘The Snow Queen ‘production by 
Working Space Theatre (2.00-3.00). Children only. 
Wed 18 Dec EYFS, KS1 Christmas Parties. 
Thurs 19 Dec. Storytelling - Laura Smith - KS1 
Thurs 19 Dec. Handwriting & Pen Licence Awards.  /   
p.m. KS2 Christmas Party!   /    2.30pm. EYFS Coffee 
Afternoon! (come & get your free photo of your child, 
from week 1!) 
Fri 20 Dec 12.30-1.15. Christmas Service St Aidan’s 
all welcome SCHOOL CLOSES 1.15 - PLEASE 
COLLECT YOUR CHILD FROM ST AIDAN’S 
CHURCH.   
Mon 23 Dec - Fri 3 Jan Christmas & New Year Break. 

Year 4 meet David Horner! 

 
Jessica R and Kayleigh (year 4) write: On Friday 8

th
 

November David Horner, a poet, came to our school. 
He was very funny and made all the children laugh. He 
did an assembly for the whole school and shared 
some of his poems including ‘Mr Moore’ and another 
about pirates. Then he came to year 4, where he read 
us a poem called ‘Don’t mock a giant’, it was very 
funny and year 4 really enjoyed it. Also, he read a 
poem about not trusting your teacher! We also had the 
chance to make up a short class poem about 
playground games – he showed us how easy it was to 
do. We really enjoyed David Horner coming in and 
would love to work with him again. 
 

Harvest Festival Assembly 

 
This year’s Harvest Festival Assembly was a great 
success. The hall was full to the brim with parents, 
carers and friends, who all thoroughly enjoyed the 
morning.  The audience were treated to performances 
of Autumnal songs and poems from each class and 
Key Stage, from Nursery to Year 6.  As ever, our 
families were incredibly generous and our Harvest 
table was decked out with donations of food for 
Salvation Army. Staff from the Salvation Army 
collected the many bags and boxes of food, and were 
very appreciative of our kindness.  Thank you again for 
your kind generosity. By Ms Cole.  
 

Year 3 Tree Planting 
Recently the children visited Low Wood 
Farm in Durham, to help plant a new 
forest.  They had a very muddy walk to 
reach the field where we planted the 
trees.  Most of the children enjoyed plodding through 
the mud and getting wet!  The children used spades to 
dig holes and planted oak, hazel, rowan and ash 
trees.  They also learned about woodland habitats.  It 
is nice to think that the trees the children planted could 
still be around in 100 years time. By Miss McLoughlin. 
 

Viking Soup! 
As part of their topic about the 
Vikings, Year 3 made a Viking 
vegetable soup. First the children 
read and discussed the recipe. They 
peeled and chopped vegetables 
including celery, turnip and carrots. 

They also made a vegetable stock and mixed the soup 
in a blender. The children all enjoyed making and 
tasting the soup. This is what the children thought 
about the soup: Lewis Cowdell said it was really tasty; 
Thomas Hirst said he enjoyed making the soup and 
thought it was yummy. By Miss A McLoughlin  
 

Brandon grabs a Goal! 
The school football team took part in the 
McAuliffe Trophy 5 a side tournament. We 
played some excellent football in driving 
wind and rain. Though we didn’t win any of 

our games, we created loads of goal scoring chances 
but only managed to score one goal this by Brandon 
Cheal. Squad: Ryan, Brandon, Layton, Matthew, 
David, Dillon and Cody. 
 

No Limits Theatre Update Year 6 

 
The children have now been working with No Limits 
Theatre for 4 weeks and have had a fantastic time! We 
have looked at all of the different types of art in our 
lessons and are working very well towards our 
‘Explore’ award. The children have composed and 
performed their own song and created their own freeze 
frame stories. By Mrs Millican. 
 
 
 


