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‘Los meses del año’ 

 
February has arrived and with it lots of fun, games and 
activities in our Spanish lessons. Year 4, 5 and 6 have 
been doing a fantastic job while making sentences to 
express likes and dislikes. We have just started our 
new topic: ‘Los meses del año’ (Months of the year) 
and we have been trying to learn them while dancing 
the song ‘La Macarena’: Enero, Febrero, Marzo, 
Abril…´ Can you continue?   Year 3 pupils have 
been working hard while learning parts of the face. We 
have been singing the song ‘mi cara’ (my face), we 
have recapped the plural form and if this wasn’t 
enough we have been making sentences using 
colours. How do you say in Spanish ‘the mouth is red’? 
Year 2 are trying their best while introducing 
themselves with our new song.  We have continue 
learning some tricky Spanish letters and sounds: c, j, 
g. Can you read “cuco, colegio and gato”? Year 1 have 
had a great time learning ‘the posh numbers’ (numbers 
from 10 to 20) through songs, games and our game’ El 
pañuelo’ (the tissue box). Can you remember how to 
say in Spanish ‘twelve, fifteen and twenty’?  To round 
things off, the whole school has had a nice time 
celebrating ´San Valentín’ and making Spanish cards 
related to our topics not only to our family or friends 
but also to pupils from Burscough Primary School with 
whom Y5 has exchanged postcards, videos and 
sweets. How lucky Year 5 are! Well done ‘chicos y 
chicas’! ¡‘Hasta pronto!’ Miss Rodríguez    

 
Year 4 – grit & determination! 

On Wednesday 25
th
 February all of 

the children in Year 4 were invited to 
attend a Handball competition at 
Farringdon Academy. The children 
we put into mixed teams of 7 and 
they played a number of games 
against teams from other local 
primary schools. The enthusiasm and 

team spirit was high throughout and the children 
supported each other brilliantly. After a series of 
games the children reached the semi-finals and we  

 
were incredibly proud of them. After only two practise 
sessions in school they showed grit, determination and 
an abundance of skill. Well done Year 4! Mrs Bracknall  
 

Hoopstars Festival – Year 3 

 
The children took part in the Hoopstars Festival at 
Farringdon School where they had a great time.  After 
a warm up the children learned how to properly hula 
hoop.  They hula hooped around their waists, legs, feet 
and arms.  The children also worked in pairs and had 
to get the hoops over their bodies without using their 
hands.  The children also had the challenge of hula 
hooping using two hoops.  As well as helping the 
children keep fit it helped the children’s listening skills, 
co-ordination and being able to work as part of a team.  
Most importantly of all the children had lots of fun. Miss 
A McLoughlin  
 

Shiver me Timbers 

 
The children in Reception have been working with No 
Limits Theatre, linked to our new topic all about 
Pirates. We imagined that we were on a pirate ship 
and we worked very well together to take turns and 
share our happiest and angriest pirate faces. We also 
learned some pirate phrases and we went around the 
circle, taking turns to complete these. One session 
was hijacked by pirates and we learned a pirate song.  
We have each been awarded with a Discover Arts 
award for our fantastic dramatic skills. EYFS Team. 

F e b r u a r y - M a r c h  2 0 1 5  

GRANGETOWN NEWSLETTER  



www.grangetown.sunderland.sch.uk 

Year 4 Skipping Festival 

 
This year the children in Year 4 will be taking part in 
the annual skipping festival where they will face other 
primary schools in a skip off battle! They will compete 
in a variety of individual and paired challenges and 
they will also be part of a whole class skipping dance 
that they will help choreograph.  To help us prepare for 
this we welcomed a coach from the Skipping School 
who helped us learn some of the key skipping skills 
including the double bounce, crossover and the 
pretzel. All of the children were taught different agility, 
balance and coordination skills in a fun and positive 
environment.  Through the workshop the children 
learnt skipping skills that lay the foundations for better 
health, fitness and improved self-esteem. Already lots 
of the Year 4 children are practising their skipping 
skills on the yard during playtimes and lunchtimes. 
Keep up the hard work Year 4! Mrs Bracknall. 
 

Working with Laura Smith 

 
The topic for this half term in Year 3 is Picture Perfect 
and the children will be reading lots of picture books 
and using them in their English and art work.  To 
launch the topic the children worked with the local 
author Laura Smith.  She talked with the children about 
what an author and an illustrator were.  The children 
played word games.  They had to write a sentence and 
swap that with another child who drew an illustration to 
match it.  They also had to think of an adjective and 
draw a picture to match it.  Laura also read the 
children one of her books.  The morning was a great 
way to introduce our new topic and really got the 
children thinking about both the importance of words 
and pictures in stories. Miss A McLoughlin 

Dancing with Dahl! 

 
This half term Year 4’s topic is all about the wonderful 
Roald Dahl! The children had the opportunity to watch 
a performance by DUSC Dance Company, to show 
children that stories can be expressed through 
different ways and inspire children to read! This 
performance gave children the chance to learn a little 
more about Roald Dahl and also see some characters 
come to life. ‘Whizzpopping’ stories had been created 
by University of Sunderland students bringing to life 
Roald Dahls work through colourful costumes, set and 
dance styles. The production included The Twits, 
George’s Marvellous Medicine and Charlie and the 
Chocolate Factory. As part of the performance, 
children had the chance to take part in a workshop 
learning the dance and added their own unique style to 
the routine. The children thoroughly enjoyed the 
experience and the surprises that came with it. It was a 
fantastic morning full of excitement and we can truly 
say; never a ‘dahl’ moment had went by! Miss 
Edokpayi 
 

Year 4 on Tour - West Boldon Lodge! 

 
To complete our science topic of ‘Electricity’ Year 4 
visited West Boldon Lodge to complete some hands-
on workshops. In the morning we looked at the 
different ways electricity is generated and the positives 
and negatives of each. We looked at various items in 
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Incr-Edibles reopens on Tues 24 Feb. The 
Club is not open on Mon 23 Feb (staff 
training day). This is the best value childcare 
in Sunderland - just £4.00 per session (3.15-
5.45), with a healthy snack & lots of fun 
activities included! Please book at the school 
Office, or ring us on 5537647. 

D a t e s  f o r  y o u r  D i a r y !  
 
 

 
 

 
Mon 16 March a.m. Year 5 trip to The Sage, Gateshead. 
Tuesday 17 March. Yr 6 - Drama & Writing Workshop 
Day, with Chris Connaughton. 
Mon 23 to Fri 27 March. Parent-Teacher Consultation 
Days. See our latest Weekly Update (& online), and the 
letter you received, for actual days for each class. 
Thurs 26 March. EYFS visit Ashbourne Lodge (am). 
Mon 30th March. Yr 6 Monozukuri Caravan Event, Nissan  
Mon 30 March. Computing Workshops for years 3 and 4, 
with ‘Animate to Educate’. 
Tue 31 March. E-Safety Assembly & workshops (yrs 5, 6) 

Thursday 2 April. Last day of term – school 
closes at 1.00pm. Please collect your child from 
school at1.00pm. 
Friday 3 April – Bank Holiday, school closed. 
Mon 6 – Fri 17 April: Easter Holiday. 

Mon 20 April: School re-opens for Summer Term. 
Yr 6 SATs Week. Mon 11-Fri 15 May. 
A SEPARATE LETTER WILL BE ISSUED SOON, WITH 
DATES FOR PARENT WORKSHOPS. 
 

For dates, also see our website & our Weekly Update! 
 

the home which use energy and how to save power 
e.g. turning off lights when you’re not in the room and 
not leaving things on standby, such as TV. In the 
afternoon, we became detectives and investigated to 
see which materials were conductors and insulators. 
Can you believe play dough is a conductor? To finish 
off the day, with the sun shining we constructed solar 
powered cars and took part in a race. As ever, the 
children behaved exceptionally well and came back to 
school with lots of ‘bright’ ideas and information! Miss 
Edokpayi 
 

Year 5 visit to Planetarium 

 
As part of the topic ‘To Infinity…. and Beyond’ Year 5 
visited the planetarium at the Hancock museum in 
Newcastle. The children watched a film about the 
history of space travel. They found out all about the 
space race and how space travel evolved over the 
years between the Soviets and the Americans. 
Children really enjoyed the visit to the planetarium as 
they got to sit back and relax as if they were actually in 
a rocket flying into space.  
 

Our Ace Swimmers! 

 
 

Poppy and Lucy (year 6) write: Recently, eight pupils 
from year six went to a swimming gala at the Aquatic 
Centre. When we arrived we got changed into our 
swim-wear, we found a seat and then the races began! 
When the second round came the 4 girls of 
Grangetown set off to begin the race! The girls came in 
5

th
 place out of 9. Then it was the boys turn. They 

came 8
th
. We all did two races and the girls came 5

th
 

again, the boys came 7
th
. Unfortunately we did not 

reach the semi-finals so it was time to get changed 
and head back to school. Everybody was proud as we 
all tried our best. We had an amazing time at the 
competition! By Poppy & Lucy. 

Well  done Everyone!  

INCR-EDIBLES!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Xin Nian Kuai Le! (Happy Chinese New Year!) 
 

 
Now, to round off this newsletter with a flourish, we 
have a selection of photos from our Chinese New 
Year themed day. Let’s start with a photo from Early 
Years (above)…then you can turn to the back page 
and see lots more! To see the photos in glorious 
colour, log-on to our website! 



Xin Nian Kuai Le! We had an amazing day, celebrating the Year of the Sheep. For example….in Early Years the children 

tasted Chinese Food and made their own Fortune Cookies,...our Key Stage 1 children did research on their iPads, dressed 

up, made lanterns, and used chopsticks...and our older children used Chinese numbers to do some maths, created           

tangrams, wrote stories and made amazing dragons. Everyone enjoyed the day, and learned so much about China! 


