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Our amazing visit to Hamsterley Forest! 

 
Recently, Y6 went on a school visit to Hamsterley 
Forest to learn more about our new topic ‘Extreme 
Earth’. We wanted to find out more about wildlife and 
how they adapt into their environments. We arrived 
and off we went to take part in some really exciting 
activities. We first walked to a specific place in the 
forest where we took part in our own version of the 
hunger games (no violence involved), learning all 
about survival! Then we were told that we were going 
to build dens using just sticks, twigs and logs - our 
group made a tepee type of den. It was so much fun 
and we worked well as a team, even though it was 
very hard to build! In the afternoon, we climbed up a 
really steep hill to reach a massive, open part of the 
forest. First we got some cards with animals on that 
gave us clues to go and find their habitat. Then we 
created our own animals using rocks, leaves and 
twigs. Finally, we got some string and completed a 
‘food web’ activity to see how animals and plants 
linked together. We had a really fun day and we 
learned lots about our Earth. By Elle and Poppy (yr 6). 
 

A note from our Governors… 
Many Congratulations to all 
staff and children at 
Grangetown for the fantastic   
feedback in the recent 
Parent Survey.  On behalf of 
the governing body we are 
all really proud of the hard 
work put in by everyone to 

make sure GPS is a great place to learn and we are 
grateful to the parents for the overwhelmingly positive 
feedback.  Keep it up 

 

 
Planting at Barley Mow Park 

 
To help commemorate Remembrance Sunday, the 
children went to Barley Mow Park to plant red pansies in 
a flowerbed which was in the shape of a poppy. They 
worked together to dig the hole and plant the pansies.  
The children also got the chance to visit the greenhouses 
where the plants are grown. They all had a try at using 
the potting machine and saw lots of different plants.  
Even though the weather was terrible the children worked 
with enthusiasm and their behaviour as ever was 
excellent. The flowerbed is just past the entrance on 
Ryhope Road. We hope you will all be able to visit it. By 
Miss A McLoughlin. 
 

Year 2 trip to Tesco  

 
Year two had a great time visiting Tesco! We took part 
in the ‘Farm to Fork’ project which is ran to promote 
healthy eating as well as gaining an understanding of 
where our food comes from. We did lots of fun 
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activities that involved exploring the supermarket. First 
we had to find lots of different fruit and vegetables in a 
range of colours and then discussed how we knew it 
was a fruit or a vegetable. We even got to meet the 
crab at the fish counter and taste cheese at the 
delicatessen. However, I think our favourite part was 
visiting the back of supermarket where we got to go 
into the fridge and frosty freezer. By Miss Hough. 
 

Los días de la semana! 

 
Years 4, 5 and 6 are becoming experts at ‘Los días de 
la semana’ (the days of the week) and they’ve also 
ben learning our new topic: ´las acciones´ (the actions) 
through games, songs and writing activities in our 
notebooks. We have created our own song using basic 
Spanish verbs: dormir (to sleep), nadar (to swim), 
saludar (to say hello)…and if this wasn’t enough, we 
have just started to learn the first person singular (‘Yo 
form’) of the present indicative: Yo ando, yo saludo… 
Year 3 pupils are making a great progress not only 
while learning fruits and big numbers but also while 
classifying fruits according to gender (masculine and 
feminine) with ‘Las Súper Reglas’. Can you tell some 
examples of ‘Súper O’ and ‘Súper A’?  Year 2 are 
trying their best while learning numbers from 1 to 20 
with the ´posh numbers’ and up to 100 with our new 
friends ´Los números monos’. Our children are experts 
at asking the question ´¿Qué número es?´ (What 
number is it?), and I am sure that they can answer it 
counting by tens up to 100: Diez, veinte, treinta….Can 
you continue? Year 1 are having fun learning colours 
through different gestures: A lion for ‘Rojo’ (red), a 
clown for ‘Amarillo’ (yellow), a ninja for ‘Naranja’ 
(orange), a gorilla for ‘Negro’ (black). Can you 
remember the ones for ‘Verde, azul y rosa’? As you 
can see, everybody is doing a fantastic job and the 
whole school is learning Spanish Christmas carols that 
we are going to sing to our friend from Burscough 
Village Primary School through a Skype session ¡Muy 
bien Grangetown! Keep it up!  Miss Rodríguez. 
 

 

Let’s Celebrate! 

 
This half-term, Year 1 have been looking at different 
celebrations and festivals. We started by looking at 
bonfire night and why we celebrate this day every 
year. The children wrote firework poems and created 
firework pictures for our fantastic display. We then 
moved onto to looking at a different festival that 
celebrates light – Diwali. The children learnt about 
Rama and Sita and how Hindus came to celebrate 
Diwali. The children made their own Diva lamps out of 
clay and painted them in bright colours. We have 
recently looked at birthdays and the traditions we have 
when having a party. We had great fun planning a 
special birthday party for Hugless Douglas – and the 
party itself was AMAZING! By Miss Stabler  
 

Taste-tastic - our Toby Carvery Experience! 

 
This half-term in year 2 our topic is ‘tickle those taste 
buds’ - and we have certainly done that! We have had 
the privilege of two out of school visits; our first was to 
Tesco where we learned all about fruit, vegetables and 
the tips and tricks of a busy supermarket including the 
secret ingredient in tiger bread! Our second trip was to 
Toby Carvey where the children enrolled in Chef 
School for the day and learned all about how food is 
chosen, prepared and served in a restaurant. Our little 
chefs learned lots of information about the huge range 
of vegetables served at the carvery including the 
importance of eating at least five portions of fruit and 
vegetables a day. We took part in workshop where we 
found facts about different fruits and vegetables for 
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example did you know the Xigua, the only fruit in the 
world to begin with the letter X. Finally we completed 
our trip with a delicious meal where our little Chefs 
served themselves from the carvery deck, enjoying a 
nutritious lunch. It was a fun, educational trip and a 
very tasty experience, too. Miss Cummings 
 

SALVETE! (that’s Latin for ‘Welcome’) 

 
 

Recently, year 4 enjoyed a Roman themed day to 
celebrate the end of our topic ‘Romans Rule’. The 
children have thoroughly enjoyed this topic and have 
been engaged throughout. So much learning has 
taken place and the children are now experts when it 
comes to the Romans! All of the children and staff 
made a great deal of effort to come into school 
dressed as a Roman, either in a toga or as a Roman 
soldier. The children looked fantastic and there were 
so many creative outfits. Everyone really looked the 
part. The children started the day by making a laurel 
leaf headdress each so they became a 'rich' Roman 
for the day. They then completed their Roman shields 
and marched outside chanting Latin phrases as if they 
were Roman soldiers. This was very tiring work and an 
appetite was quickly built up so we then proceeded to 
march along to the library to enjoy a Roman banquet. 
The teaching staff were the 'slaves' and the children 
were waited on hand and foot which of course they 
really enjoyed! Shakari said “We had a really fun day. 
My favourite part was when we lay in a circle and tried 
Roman food.”It was a fantastic day with lots of fun 
memories made. Thank you to all the parents and 
carers for supporting the day and helping with the 
amazing  costumes. By Mrs Bracknall. 

Our Brilliant Bodies 

 
The topic this half term in Year 3 is Our Brilliant 
Bodies. In this topic the children are learning all about 
what we need to keep our bodies healthy, what a 
balanced diet is and what the different food groups 
are. They are also learning about the roles of the 
skeleton and the muscles. To begin the topic, the 
children used their sense of touch only to try and 
guess what different fruits and vegetables were.  For 
some of the fruits and vegetables this was quite tricky!  
They then tasted the fruits.  So far, the children have 
drawn food pyramids, sorted animals into a Venn 
diagram depending if they are a herbivore, carnivore or 
an omnivore and labelled a skeleton. Miss A 
McLoughlin  
 

Tickle your taste buds! 

 
This half term Year two are learning lots of new things 
linked to our topic ‘Tickle those Taste Buds’, which is 
based around food. We started the topic by visiting 
Tesco and the Toby Carvery. The children have been 
using their senses to help us write poetry and to 
compose different riddles about food. We have also 
been investigating where some of our food comes from 
and looking at those that come from Europe. We have 
also been learning about our bodies, how we eat and 
digest food and what is needed to keep our bodies 
healthy. In class the children have been using their 
senses to create some fantastic literacy work including 
fruit poetry and food riddles. As part of this topic we 
have also designed, made, sold and evaluated our 
own fruit kebabs, which went down a treat with Year 
one! This topic links well with what we want to learn in 
Science this term, for example, finding out about a 
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As you know, there are no ‘regular’ 
After School Clubs on next week (15

th
-

19
th
 Dec). Also, school closes at 1.15 

on Friday 19
th
 Dec. If you need after 

school care, Incr-Edibles is available! 
It’s £4.00 per session (3.15-5.45), and 
on Friday 19

th
 it’s £4.00 for the 1.15-

4.00 slot. Please apply at the office. 

healthy diet, how the body works and discussing what 
animals including humans need. In maths we will also 
be looking at money; recognising and knowing the 
value of different coins and linking this buying items 
and finding the change.  
 

If you go down to the woods today… 

 
In Foundation Stage we have been learning about 
bears! We’ve been reading lots of bear stories such as 
Michael Rosen’s ‘We’re Going on a Bear Hunt’ and Bill 
Martin’s ‘Brown Bear, Brown Bear What do you See’?  
We have had such fun bringing our teddies into school 
and writing name labels for them as well as making 
bear toast and masks!  We have even been on a real 
life bear hunt outdoors and found some very 
suspicious paw prints in the mud!  Watch out there 
may be a bear on the loose! Foundation Stage Team. 
 

Year 6 saving the planet – Extreme Earth! 

 
The year 6 children have worked very hard this half 
term finding out ways they can save planet Earth! We 
visited Hamsterley Forest to see how wonderful our 
world is and then we’ve been learning about what we 
can do to make sure don’t destroy our planet. We have 
been working with Big Foot Arts, where the children 
have learned through drama, making presentations, 
writing blogs to send to our link school in China, taking 
on roles and ultimately making up their own company 
‘The Green Team.’ The children have divided into 
groups and are working on their own projects on 
different environmental issues to present back to class. 
As part of the project, the children brought in recycled 
materials from home and created their own super hero 
outfits! By Mrs Miller and Mrs Millican. 

Food Glorious Food! 

 
The topic this half term in Year 5 is Food Glorious 
Food. In this topic the children have been learning all 
about how to keep our bodies healthy. They have also 
been looking at the food that animals need in order to 
survive. The children tasted various healthy foods and 
then used these new foods to make fruit kebabs. This 
term children are experiencing a range of new foods 
and are going to become chefs and create a range of 
savoury dishes which they have designed and made 
themselves.  By Miss Hunter. 
 

GPS Gymnasts! 
This half-term children in years  2  
and 5 have been taking part in 
weekly gymnastic lessons led by a 
coach from SAFC. Each week they 
have been developing a group floor 
routine ready for a performance at a 
festival. The children have even been 
practicing their balances, rolls and 
cartwheels and the routines are looking 
fantastic! “We have really enjoyed it and     
had lots of fun learning new things,”  
said Katie in Year 5. 
 

INCR-EDIBLES! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

D a t e s  f o r  y o u r  D i a r y !  

 
 

Also see our website & our Weekly Update! 
Fri 19th Dec: Carol Service St Aidan’s 12.30-1.15. 
Fri 19th Dec: School closes 1.15pm for Xmas break – 
please collect your child at St Aidan’s at 1.15. 
Mon 5th Jan: School reopens for Spring Term. 

 


