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A Great start to our new school year! 
The new school year has got off 
to a fantastic start! The children 
are settled, happy and are 
working hard – they’ve got such a 
positive attitude! Our staff have 
also made a super start – they 
are talented, committed and 

caring – they have planned so many exciting learning 
activities for the children. We have also been very 
impressed with the support and involvement from 
parents & carers – for example we’ve already had 
great turnouts for Family Learning and for our recent 
Reception phonics meeting. If we all continue to work 
together as a team, this will be a magical year. Your 
child is our number 1 priority – working closely with 
you, our aim is to ensure that your child enjoys this 
year, learns a lot this year, and is happy and safe this 
year! So – bring it on! 
 

Welcome to our new staff 

 
 
 
 

I know you will join me in warmly welcoming our new staff 
to Grangetown. They have all made a great start and, 
after 5 weeks, already feel part of the GPS family! 
Our new teachers: 

 Year 2 teacher: Miss Cummings 

 Year 5 teacher: Miss Hunter 

 Reading Recovery & SEN teacher: Miss Staw. 
Our new support staff: 

 Admin Officer: Miss Wilson 

 Admin Assistant: Miss Smith 

 Site Supervisor (Caretaker): Mr Jewitt. 
 

Early Years visit 
Backhouse Park! 
To mark the beginning of 
Autumn, Early Years decided to 
go and observe the 
environmental changes in 
Backhouse Park. On the walk to 
the park, we noticed the leaves 
had started falling from the  

 
trees on Ryhope Road and that the weather was 
becoming colder - it’s a good job we were suitably 
dressed! When we arrived at the park, we walked 
down the steep hill to the trip trap bridge. We couldn’t 
see any water underneath the bridge, so we walked 
along where the stream would be, under the bridge 
and through the swishy swashy grass. It was a lot of 
fun and Miss Booth even pretended to be the troll 
under the bridge! Underneath the trees we made an 
excellent find - conkers! We had so much fun foraging 
for conkers and their shells and we brought lots back 
to school to make conker pictures. We are looking 
forward to our next trip to Backhouse Park to observe 
more autumn changes!  By Foundation Stage.  
 

Romans Rule! 

 
This term our topic in year 4 is ‘Romans Rule’! During 
this topic we will be learning all about the Roman way 
of life, the empire and its impact on Britain, where in 
the world the Romans settled, as well as daily life and 
the legends of the gods. So far we have looked at the 
story of Romulus and Remus and changed the ending, 
we have looked at mosaics and designed our own and 
even been to Hadrian’s Wall to meet a real life Roman 
soldier! The children are really enjoying the topic and 
coming in everyday with new information which they 
have found out at home. The children have also been 
given a project to work on - what aspect of the 
Romans it is on and how it is presented is their choice. 
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These are due in on Friday 17
th
 October and we will be 

sharing them during the last week of the half term. We 
are looking forward to learning a lot more about the 
Romans and maybe even having a Roman picnic! 
 

A Visit from Mr Digs 

 
This half term the topic in Year 3 is ‘Stig’s Stone Age’ 
and is about what it was like in Stone Age Britain.  To 
introduce the topic to the children they were visited by 
Mr Digs, an archaeologist. He showed them a range of 
Stone Age artefacts, including weapons and tools 
made from stone and wood.  They held animal furs like 
fox and wolf which the Stone Age people used to keep 
warm. They held the skull of a sabre tooth tiger and 
the tooth of a hairy mammoth. The children learned 
about cave painting and made their own using paint 
and charcoal. They also made a Stone Age necklace.  
On the afternoon, the children were able to imagine 
they were hunting for hairy mammoth and practise 
throwing spears and using a bow and arrow. The 
children had a fantastic day and it was a great way to 
introduce them to their new topic. Miss A McLoughlin  
 

La Vuelta al Cole / Back to School 

One more time, Grangetown dresses up in red and 
yellow to welcome our Spanish lessons. Our children 
are already ready to face this third year of Spanish and 
it is a pleasure to start with them a new adventure full 
of new activities, games, songs, grammar and lot of 
fun. The little ones have been having fun practising 
basic greetings and colours through games and songs 
but they are not the only ones because also year 3 
pupils have been doing a great job recapping greetings 
through our new rap song ‘Hola’ and completing some 

exercises in our Spanish notebook. As you can see the 
whole school is showing a lot of enthusiasm and in 
fact, year 5 and 6 are working hard while learning our 
new topic: ‘Los días de la semana’ (the days of the 
week): Lunes, Martes, Miércoles …Can you remember 
them? Don’t worry if not because we will continue 
learning the song ´Los siete días de la semana’ and 
completing a minibook with the lyrics. ¡Bien hecho 
chicos y chicas! Keep it up!  Miss Rodríguez  
 

We welcome Sangeeta! 

 
Sangeeta Shrestha, the Headteacher from our partner 
school in Nepal, recently spent a week at Grangetown. 
She loved meeting our children and staff again, and 
enjoyed learning more about our school. She also 
taught several lessons, including yoga, singing and 
traditional Nepali cooking. We are very pleased that 
we are able to give our children the opportunity to 
meet and work with an international visitor, especially 
one as warm and caring as Sangeeta. Did you see the 
article in the Echo featuring the visit – if not, you can 
see it on our website in the Press Coverage section. 
 

A story brought to life! 

 
Since the beginning of this new school year, Miss Staw 
and Miss Christie’s Key Stage 2 group have been 
learning all about the story The Lighthouse Keeper’s 
Lunch. Recently, the story was brought to life when we 
took a trip to Souter Lighthouse. The visit began with a 
tour around the lighthouse keeper’s home and then a 
brave climb up 76 steps to the top of the lighthouse. 
We saw with our own eyes just how big a job Mr 
Grinling has when polishing the light at the top of the 
lighthouse! The tour guides at Souter told us all about 
how the lighthouse keeper has a very important job 
and we were given the opportunity to ask any 
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questions. We were able to see the foghorn and the 
engine room up close and learnt all about the 
importance of the Lighthouse. After having lunch 
outside in the sun, with a view of the sea, we all spent 
the afternoon making our own lighthouses with working 
circuits and decorating them with our own design. Miss 
Staw even made her own to bring back to class to 
remind the group of a great day out! By Miss Staw. 
 

Working 9 to 5! 

 
This term we will be learning all about everyday 
working life throughout history and across the globe in 
our topic ‘9-5’. We began our learning journey with a 
school visit to Beamish where the children enjoyed and 
learned about northern job culture. The children 
experienced pit village life and the struggles of working 
people over the decades; lifestyles before and after the 
Second World War and Victorian shopping-culture and 
schooling. The children have created a recount based 
on their trip and written and sent a letter to Beamish 
thanking the staff for a wonderful experience. We have 
also begun studying, recreating and reinterpreting 
work by artist L.S. Lowry, famous for painting scenes 
of life in the industrial districts of the North of England. 
Over the next few weeks, the children are going to 
explore, research and even interview individuals about 
job roles. In year 2 we are also putting our dancing 
shoes on and we are creating a dance routine based 
around our topic influenced by the famous 9-5 song by 
Dolly Parton. By Miss Cummings and Miss Hough. 
 

Brilliant Bird Boxes in Backhouse Park! 

 
On Tuesday 9

th
 September, a group of children walked 

along to Backhouse Park to see our bird boxes being 
placed in the trees.  We were all really excited to see 
the boxes that we designed and painted being put up.  

The “Friends of Backhouse Park” Group had invited us 
along to the Park to watch as the council workmen 
climbed high in the trees to attach each box to the 
trees.  Some of us wanted to climb into the Cherry 
Picker crane too, but Ms Cole said it was too high!  All 
of the boxes are now up in the trees, so we can’t wait 
for next year to see the birds making nests in them.  
Why not pop along to see them too? By Ms Cole. 
 

Year 2 trip to Beamish Museum 

 
To start our topic ‘Working 9 to 5’ we spent a day at 
Beamish Museum, exploring jobs in the past. When we 
arrived we walked to the Pit Village, put on our helmets 
and went down the dark tunnel into the mine. We also 
visited the town and completed the town trail. We 
discussed some of the jobs people would have and 
even got to visit the dentist! At the end of the day we 
travelled by tram to the farm and saw lots of animals 
such as horses, hens and pigs. I think our favourite 
animal had to be the huge pig trying to escape from its 
pen! Miss Hough, Miss Cummings and Year 2. 
 

Stig’s Stone Age! 

 
This half term the topic in Year 3 is ‘Stig’s Stone Age’.  
The children are learning what life was like in Stone 
Age Britain.  The topic began with an interesting visit 
from Mr Dig the archaeologist, which the children all 
enjoyed.  The children have been learning about the 
different stages in the Stone Age, cave paintings, 
homes and the food the people ate.  They have drawn 
Stone Age houses, used chalks to draw a cave 
painting on a stone tile and made a Stone Age pot.  
Over the next few weeks, the children are going to 
make a model of a Stone Age house.  They are also 
reading ‘Stig of the Dump’ as their class reading book. 
By Miss McLoughlin.  
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Dates for your Diary. No space in  
this packed Newsletter, so all 
forthcoming dates are on the 
enclosed sheet! (& on our website). 

 

 Our new After School Care Club. 

 An enjoyable, safe and nurturing 
environment for your child, 
encouraging healthy eating, fun and 
eco-friendly activities. 

 £4 per session – fantastic value! 

 3.15-5.45 Monday to Friday. 

 It’s simply Incredible!  

 Places available for booking 
NOW! 

 

Flushed Away in Year 5! 

 
This half-term our topic is called ‘Flushed Away’! We’ll 
be learning about water and the journey it goes on 
around the world. So far we’ve looked at how rivers 
are made and we have made an ebook, using our new 
iPads – we’ll be showing year 6 how much we’ve 
learned. The children have been enjoying our novel 
‘There’s a boy in the girls’ bathroom’ and are getting to 
know a troublesome character called Bradley 
Chalkers. Also, we recently visited Harehope Quarry to 
learn even more about rivers - more about that in next 
month’s newsletter!). By Miss Hunter. 
 

Blitz Britz! 

 
This term, year 6 are learning all about life during 
World War II. In Literacy we have read ‘Rose Blanche’ 
and are currently reading ‘The Silver Sword’. The 
children have used artefacts to find out about life in the 
past and have looked at precautions that were used 
during the Blitz to keep people safe – for example, gas 
masks, blackouts and different types of shelters. We 
will be finding out all about rationing, evacuation and 
what children’s lives were like during the War. Earlier 
this week we went to Eden Camp – an old Prisoner of 
War camp that has been transformed into a World War 
Museum – more about that in the next newsletter. By 
Mrs Millican & Mrs Miller 
 

The Incredible Me! 

 
This half term year 1 are learning all about themselves. 
We’ve already looked at the amazing things our bodies 

can do and why it is important to look after them. Our 
next challenge is to find out about our senses and why 
we need them. In class we are talking about why 
people are important to us and how to treat people 
with respect. The children have looked into their family 
tress with a little help from home! We will also get 
creative and make a photo frame to display a special 
person as well as do some body printing. The children 
have been really engaged and are looking forward to 
the next few weeks. By Miss Stabler. 
 

EYFS - It’s Good to be Me! 

 
We have settled into new routines and familiarised 
ourselves with the resources and equipment, ensuring 
that we know how to use them appropriately and 
where they belong after we have finished with 
them!  Last year’s morning & afternoon nursery have 
now joined reception class and we have been getting 
to know our new friends. Over the summer we asked 
children to make a treasure box, and they collected 
special items or pictures of what they had been up to 
in the holidays.  The children have really enjoyed 
sharing their treasures with the rest of their class and 
these are displayed in each cloakroom. We’ve been 
singing the song 'Heads, Shoulders, Knees and Toes' 
to learn about parts of our body and we’ve been using 
mirrors to closely observe the features of our faces to 
paint portraits. The children confidently discussed 
birthdays and we counted how many candles were on 
the cakes. We have also talked about our families, 
discussing and drawing who lives in our house. 
 

INCR-EDIBLES! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


