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Our Guests from China! 

 
Recently, we welcomed two teachers from our partner 
school in China. Mr Li and Miss Jiang are science 
teachers at Shuiguohu Primary School in Wuhan. The 
visit was part of a British Council funded project 
focusing on ecological issues, solar energy and 
technology. On Tuesday 5

th
 July, Mr Li (supported by 

Ms Jiang) taught Y5KM all morning.  The children had 
an amazing morning making rockets which actually 
flew high into the sky then, landed back with a 
parachute!  If you would like to take a look at some 
short movies of this, please visit our school Twitter 
page - @Grangetown_PS. During the afternoon, Ms 
Jiang taught Y5LM - each child made a ‘smallest car in 
the world’! They measured only 2½ cms. The children 
added solar panels to the roof of their cars and then 
went outside to test them - they worked! - we had a 
fantastic afternoon. Mrs Miller and Mrs Millican. 
 

Discovery Zoo Parent Workshop 

 
As part of our topic ‘Animal Kingdom’, Year 1 along 
with their parents, took part in an animal workshop 
where we looked at lots of different exotic rainforest 
animals. The children absolutely loved this experience! 
They held snakes around their necks, tarantulas on 
their heads and even touched an exotic cockroach! 
The parents really enjoyed sharing this experience 
with their children. I would like to say a massive thank 
you to everyone who made the effort to come to this 
workshop - it was a great turn out – thankyou for your 
support. Miss Moody. 

 

Health Week! 

 
All of the children recently took part in an action-
packed week of sports and health activities. After a 
slight rain delay, the children started the week by 
taking part in Sports Day - everyone had a great day, 
especially the winners, Bede. Each year group took 
part in many different activities, including archery, 
dodgeball, cricket, cheerleading, football and an 
assault course. All of the children had a special 
Brazilian dance lesson to get them in the mood for the 
Olympics in Rio. The children showed-off their samba 
skills during the dance class. Our Early Years children 
were visited by St John’s ambulance and the rest of 
the children were visited by PC Hewitt. It was great to 
see the children ask so many excellent and sensible 
questions. It was a fantastic week and the children 
thoroughly enjoyed themselves.  Miss Hunter.  
 

Royal Great Tea Party   

 
Ashbourne lodge residents were celebrating Her 
Majesty the Queen’s official birthday by having a ‘right 
royal blooming great tea party’. To build links with the 
local community they invited all of the Reception 
children to come along and join the celebrations! We 
enjoyed singing, dancing and meeting all of the 
residents. Thank you to all at Ashbourne for a lovely 
day! EYFS Team. 
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Year 1 at Tweddle Farm! 

 
We loved our recent visit to Tweddle Farm. We had a 
great time feeding the animals. First we fed the baby 
cows, sheep and goats - their tongues were so slimy! 
We then stroked an albino hedgehog called Sonic - he 
was so spiky. After lunch Miss Moody let us play in a 
big soft play area - we had so much fun. After that we 
went on a tractor and had a ride round the farm, 
feeding bigger animals, and we played in the park 
before it was time for home. We were so tired that 
some of us fell asleep on the bus!  By Year 1. 
 

Year 5 Groovy Greek Day 

 
As part of our half termly topic The Groovy Greeks, the 
year 5 children had the fantastic opportunity to take 
part in a Groovy Greek Day! The children came 
dressed to school in some fabulous outfits - dressed 
as Greek soldiers, Gods and Goddesses and 
Athenians or Spartans. We started the day with an 
interesting challenge - to build a strong Greek temple - 
using only one large sheet of paper, tape and two 
sheets of A4 card for the roof and base. The children 
experimented with different shapes for their columns 
and tested heights and widths. Some of the temples 
could easily hold 1.5kgs in weight! The children also 
looked at the Ancient Greek Number system and 
looked at the Greek origin of some of the word that we 
use today. In the afternoon, we tasted Greek foods 
such as feta cheese, olives and olive oils and Greek 
yoghurt. We all had an excellent day! Mrs Millican 

Ahoy me Hearties! 
Foundation Stage have 
thoroughly enjoyed their 
topic this term and have 
fitted lots of amazing 
activities into their jam 
packed schedule! We 
began by visiting Roker     
beach and took a walk 
along the Marina to see if 
we could spot any pirate 
ships. After that, we 
found a map in a bottle 
which had come from 
The Jolly Rodger and we 
learnt all about positional 
and directional language 
and even made our own 
maps! We made friends with a 
pirate named Pirate Pete and wrote a letter to him, but 
he wasn’t as friendly as we first thought and he stole 
our class pets! We had to persuade him to return our 
beloved pets and he did with a lot of persuasion! It just 
shows you can’t trust pirates! We have sung a range of 
pirate songs and even made tea stained paper to 
make our treasure maps look the part! We even read 
the story ‘Pirates love Underpants’ and designed our 
own pants! Finally, linked to our whole school 2020 
vision, we buried our own treasure in the school 
grounds for us to find in the year 2020! EYFS Team.  
 

Year 6 Battle Zone Archery  

 
The Year 6 children had a fantastic afternoon learning 
how to use a bow to fire arrows (the arrows had rubber 
stoppers on the end to avoid injury) with the staff from 
the Sunderland Wall. The children were dressed in 
body armour and a helmet so they would not get hurt.   
To begin with the children worked in teams to practise 
how far they could shoot. They then had a tournament, 
with the teams competing against each other.  At first, 
the children were restricted in how far they could fire 
as huge inflatable bumpers were in their way.  The 
children were allowed to hide behind the bumpers.  
However, as the children were so good, the bumpers 
were removed and the children had to dodge the 
arrows. Mrs Napier was even hit by an arrow! The 
children had a great day and enjoyed learning a new 
skill. Miss A McLoughlin  
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Horrible Histories! 

 
On Tuesday 12

th
 July, the year 5 children all had a 

fantastic time visiting the Empire Theatre to see the 
Horrible Histories production of The Groovy Greeks. It 
was fabulous to watch the stories and facts that we 
have been learning about in class come to life! We all 
joined in with singing, clapping – and shouting! During 
the second half of the performance, we were all given 
3D glasses to wear. It was absolutely amazing! 
Through the glasses, arrows were shot at us, spiders 
were dropped down on us and the Minotaur tried to 
grab us. It was so much fun – and there was a lot of 
screaming! The author of the Horrible Histories, Terry 
Deary, even made an appearance taking the part of 
Zeus. We all had a brilliant time! Mrs Millican. 
 

Summer Concert – Magical Musicians! 

 
To end a fantastic musical year at GPS, our musicians 
again entertained us at our annual Summer Concert. 
We had a fantastic turnout from parents and the whole 
school came along too. The children from years 2-6 
who play the violin, cello, p-bone and cornets wowed 
us with their musical talents, and our choir sang their 
hearts out to a range of songs - a joy to hear. The 
children have worked extremely hard this year learning 
their instruments and songs and I would like to say a 
BIG well done. Miss Edokpayi 

 
Our day at Fuzzy Eds! 

On Monday 18
th
 July we all had a 

lovely end of year treat at Fuzzy 
Ed’s soft play. Reception visited in 
the morning and nursery went 
along in the afternoon. The 

children thoroughly enjoyed running off 
their endless amount of energy. On this really 

hot day we were well looked after by the staff, 

supplying us with juice throughout each session. The 
children had such a good time that we will definitely be 
visiting again. Thank you to some of our parents group 
who helped support our nursery children in the 
afternoon. 
 

Summer Fayre Success! 

 
Our recent Summer Fayre was a great success! Our 
new Friends of Grangetown group worked incredibly 
hard to organise the Fayre, and all of their hard work 
paid off. We had a range of stalls, and an amazing 
raffle with some very special prizes including a family 
holiday! Every class had prepared at least one stall or 
money raising activity, and the children did a great job 
running these stalls themselves. The sun shone, and 
the afternoon was well supported by parents and 
carers. There was a lovely, positive atmosphere, and 
lots of laughter and smiles. 
 

Technology Tom - Solar Cars 

 
Once again the children had a visit from 'Technology 
Tom'; this time we were learning about sustainable 
energy.  Our project for the day was to make a car that 
could run on both a motor and solar panels.  The 
children worked very hard throughout the day to build 
their cars, then towards the end of the afternoon all the 
year 5 children went outside to test them. 
Unfortunately, it was too cloudy (typical British 
weather!) for the cars to run off solar energy but luckily 
enough the all worked from the motors that the 
children had installed earlier on. 
 

Summer Writing Awards! 
Every term we choose two children in each 
class, to receive a Writing Award. The 
Award recognises improvement and 
special effort in Writing. This term’s 
winners are: Rec: Jay, Bronwyn. Yr 1: 
Ellie, Ryan. Yr 2: Millie, Ribqah. 3EF: 
Ryley, Ryan. 3JE: Sorrel, Mia. Yr 4: 

Shauna, Bethany. 5LM: Roman, Olivia. 5KM: Chloe, 
Ash. Yr 6: Leonie, and Lee. Well done everyone! 
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D a t e s  f o r  yo u r  D i a r y !  
 

 
Wed 20 July. End of Term – school closes 1.00pm. 
Mon 5 Sep. Staff Training & Preparation Day 
Tues 6 Sep. School reopens. 
 

For a full set of dates, see our website  
 

Our Amazing Summer Disco! 

 
Thanks to our new ‘Friends of Grangetown’ group, we 
all enjoyed a good old knees-up at our end of term 
disco! In fact, it was the mams who showed the 
children how to strut their stuff – check it out on 
Twitter: @Grangetown_PS. The disco was great fun, 
and helped towards our  fundraising efforts too.  
 

The GPS Teaching Team for September! 
Mrs Dolan and Mrs 
Bracknall are already back 
from their maternity leaves, 
and will resume their 
classroom teacher duties in 

September. We welcome Ms Wayman to our Teaching 
Assistant team. Miss Duggan (Teaching Asst) is still on 
maternity leave. Mrs Young, a teaching assistant for 
the past 4 years, is joining our Admin Team. A full 
GPS Staff Team, for September, including our Admin, 
After School Club, Caretaking, Lunchtime and 
Cleaning staff, will be issued to you during the first 
week of the new term. 

HT & DHT Mr McAnaney and Ms Cole 

Early Years: 
Nursery & 
Reception 

Teachers: Mrs Hanlon, Miss Tose, Mrs Mitchell 
and Mrs Harris (part time). Teaching Assistants: 
Mrs Dobson, Miss Lloyd, Mrs Andrews. 

Year 1 Teacher: Miss Moody.  
Teaching Assistant: Miss Pickering 

Year 1 Teacher: Mrs Dolan.  
Teaching Assistant: Ms Wayman 

Year 2 Teacher: Miss Stabler.  
Teaching Assistants: Ms Crooks, Mrs Andrews. 

Year 3 Teacher: Miss Fraser.  
Teaching Assistant: Mrs Appleton. 

Year 4 Teacher: Miss Hunter.  
Teaching Assistant: Ms Christie 

Year 4 Teacher: Miss Edokpayi 
Teaching Assistant: Ms Christie 

Year 5 Teachers: Mrs Miller (M-W), Mrs Bracknall (W-F) 
Teaching Assistant: Mr Newby 

Year 6 Teacher: Miss McLoughlin. 
Teaching Assistant: Mrs Napier 

Year 6 Teacher: Mrs Millican. 
Teaching Assistant: Mrs Napier 

Reading 
Support 

Ms Martinez (Teaching Assistant) 

Spanish Miss Rodriguez 

Music/Drama Mrs Davies 

Music Mrs Bryant-King 

Strings/brass Mrs Mapplebeck, Mr Marshall 

Dance Danielle 

Drama Janet & her team from No Limits Theatre 

Football & PE Arj 

Author/Writer 
in residence 

Laura 

Good Luck Year 6! 

 
Year 6 have had a fantastic year! We are so proud of 
their many achievements. We’d like to wish all of our 
year 6 leavers the very best of luck for the future. To 
mark the end of their time at GPS, we asked them for 
a special memory – we have turned the memories into 
a special booklet, which we will give to year 6 before 
they leave. If you’d like to see it, it’s on our website. 
Here’s a little taster: 
Alice – In Year 3, I can remember when Emelia 
dropped her pencil on the floor.  As we both went to 
pick the pencil up we whacked our heads together and 
that is how we became best friends! 
Nathan – I can remember in Year 5, when I went to 
Derwent Hill.  My first time on the death swing was fun 
but on the second go, I jumped.  This was amazing 
because I accidentally let go but Cam said it was safe, 
so I just swung.  I nearly hit a tree! 
Josh C – In Year 6 we went to Eden Camp.  I enjoyed 
going into all the huts especially the one about the 
Blitz. A house had been bombed and it looked very 
real. The roof was broken and there was lots of smoke.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A message from Mr McAnaney… 
“I’d like to thank all of our parents & carers for the 
support you have given the school this year. Well 
done to the children too – you have all been 
fantastic – hard-working, positive and well-behaved. 
Also, I’d like to express my appreciation to our 
incredible staff – as always they have worked so 
hard to make this a successful year. The whole GPS 
Team wishes our families an enjoyable holiday, and 
we look forward to seeing you all on Tuesday 5 
September, for the start of what is sure to be 
another fantastic year at Grangetown, full of 
amazing learning opportunities for the children.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Happy Holidays to all GPS families, from 
the GPS Staff Team. 

See you on Tuesday 6th September. 


