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Get Ready for Elf! 

 
Our year 5 children have worked incredibly hard, 
learning their lines and practising the songs and 
actions, and they are almost ready to present – for 
your enjoyment and entertainment - their stunning 
Christmas Show – Elf! At the time of writing, we are 
just a days away, and excitement is building. Tickets 
are selling fast – so be quick and make sure you don’t 
miss what promises to be a fabulous way to kick-start 
your Christmas celebrations! It’s all happening on 
Thursday 10

th
 December, curtain up at 1.45 and 

6.00pm. Tickets are just £1 for children, and £2 adults. 
See you there! 

 
Our European Christmas Project! 

 
Yr 6 have been taking part in an exciting cross-culture 
project. We have exchanged Christmas greeting and 
decorations with more than 30 schools across Europe. 
Now we are adding the European decorations and to 
our Christmas tree here at GPS! Miss Rodriguez. 
 

Skipping with Year 4! 

 
Year 4 recently enjoyed a skipping workshop when a 
coach came into school to teach them lots of fantastic 
new skills. The children learnt tricky new skills like the 
crossover and the pretzel. In April the children will be 
taking part in a skipping festival with other schools  

 
where they must compete and show off their new 
skills. They will even combine their skills and create a 
unique skipping dance to show at the festival. All of the 
children had a fantastic afternoon where they worked 
very hard and are now using their break times to 
practice. There have already been some brilliant 
improvements! Miss Hunter  
 

Go Girls! 

 
Recently we took part in a girls' football tournament at 
Houghton Kepier School, with eleven other schools. 
The highlight was our match against Diamond Hall - 
we played some brilliant football, winning 1-0 thanks to 
a stunning goal from Jessica! Though we lost out to 
Castletown and Fulwell, the girls can be very proud of 
themselves as they gave 100% and were fantastic 
ambassadors for our school. Mr B Newby 
 

Me gusta escribir! 

 
It’s a pleasure to see the progress the children are 
making during their Spanish lessons. Year 4 pupils 
have been learning how to express likes and dislikes in 
relation to actions: ’Me gusta cantar’ (I like singing). 
We have been practising through songs, games and 
speaking activities, and everybody is doing a great job. 
So … what does ‘Me gusta dormir’ mean in English? 
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Year 4 pupils have also been also exchanging videos 
with our new friends from a school in Murcia, Spain. 
Year 3 pupils are trying their best while learning fruits, 
big numbers and asking/answering questions about 
quantity.  How do you say: ‘Twenty apples’ and ‘thirty 
bananas’? (Remember to add the plural –s at the end 
of bananas! ) Year 2 are doing a great job while 
recapping numbers from 1 to 20, and learning how to 
count by tens up to 100 with our new friends ´Los 
números mono´: ‘Diez, veinte, treinta’... Can you 
continue counting? Year 1 are learning about colours 
through different games, songs and gestures: such as 
a lion for ‘rojo’ (red), and a tree for ‘verde’ (green). Can 
you remember the ones for ‘blanco, azul y amarillo’?¡ 
Bien hecho chic@s! ¡Hasta pronto!  Miss Rodríguez  
 

Our Amazing ipad Afternoon 

 
As part of our computing lessons Year 2 linked up with 
Year 4 for an afternoon of creativity and fun. The year 
4 children were given the task of being mini teachers 
to support the year 2 children on the ipads. We had a 
great afternoon using an app called Book Creator 
where the children had to make an information book 
about a chosen woodland animal. The children worked 
excellently together and I would like to commend the 
year 4 children on their maturity and kind nature. The 
work produce was fantastic and both year groups 
learnt lots of new skills. The best part of the afternoon 
was publishing our book and sharing them with our 
new friends! Year 2 would like to say thank you to Year 
4 and we hope to do it again soon! Miss Stabler 
 

Anti-Bullying Week 

 
16

th
 - 20

th
 November was national Anti-Bullying Week 

and we took part in many activities to raise awareness 
in school. Mr McAnaney and Ms Cole led assemblies 
on this theme, using films and quizzes to encourage 
children to think about the issues. We looked at 
different types of bullying, the causes and effects and 
most importantly, how to deal with bullying.  IMPACT 
North East presented their Anti-Bullying Roadshow in 

years 5 and 6 and teachers in all classes planned and 
delivered themed lessons during the week. School 
have been invited to take part in a poster competition 
organised by IMPACT North East, with the winning 
design to be used by the organisation in their publicity 
to raise awareness of Anti-Bullying.  
 

Year 3 visit the Stone Age! 

 
This term we have been learning about Stone Age 
people and their lives. We have explored the different 
periods within the Stone Age and placed these dates 
onto a timeline. We’ve had a lot of fun creating our 
own cave paintings and bone jewellery using clay, 
paint and oil pastels. Within our literacy lessons we 
have been using our knowledge of the Stone Age to 
create our own leaflet to inform someone all about this 
part of history. We’ve even had a very special Bush 
Craft Day – but we’re saving that for the next 
Newsletter! Miss Fraser 
 

Year 4 on Tour - Kirkley Hall Zoo! 

 
Year 4 visited Kirkley Hall zoo as part of their rainforest 
topic this half term. The children visited a range of 
animals, whose natural habitat would be the rainforest, 
and learnt about how they are cared for in the zoo. 
They also heard about the threats that these animals 
face in the wild and learned about the importance of 
conservation. The children saw some of the animals 
being fed and observed some of the habitats being 
cleaned. In the afternoon, the children went on a 
woodland walk where they looked at the changes to 
animals habitats and discussed the problems that this 
can cause to the animals. They also sat in a bird 
shelter and waited to see the different wildlife Kirkley 
Hall has to offer, but unfortunately the weather was 
against them. The children had an absolute fantastic 
day despite the constant rain! Miss Hunter   
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Santa’s Christmas Cracker 

 
Recently, Foundation Stage visited Whitehouse Farm 
for their annual Christmas Cracker event!  When we 
arrived at the farm we were greeted by a very helpful 
elf who met us off the coach.  We all gathered in the 
cafe and we talked about some important farm rules 
that we had to follow…then the fun began!  First, we 
visited the outdoor barns and fed the goats, horses 
and ponies. Then, we gathered in the barn to re-enact 
the Nativity scene. Eva and Remas played the part of 
Mary and Edson and Andre were Joseph. Eva and 
Remas even rode on the donkey through ‘Bethlehem’! 
We visited Mrs Claus’s Toyshop where we wrote a 
letter to Santa and posted it. As we made our way 
through the winter wonderland we found Santa fast 
asleep in his living room. We sang some of our 
Christmas songs to Santa very loudly and luckily he 
woke up!  All of the children at Grangetown have been 
very good this year so Santa gave us a little present 
and some magic hay to take home. We had a ride on 
Santa’s tractor which was a very bumpy ride but lots of 
fun. They day was packed with lots of exciting things to 
do and we even had the chance to hold rabbits, mice, 
a spider called Rosie and a snake. A fabulous day had 
by all. Well done boys and girls for your impeccable 
behaviour. Foundation Stage Team. 
 

Who’s that guy?! 

 
This half term Year 1 have focused on their topic ‘It’s 
Party Time!’ As part of this we have looked at different 
types of celebrations. One of our focuses was on Guy 
Fawkes – we learnt the story of how he tried to blow 
up the houses of parliament, we made up our own 
bonfire night poems and created fireworks using 
different materials and we even made our own life-size 
Guy Fawkes who has his own seat in our class! 

Climb Every Mountain with Year 6! 

 
Our topic this half term is Climb Every Mountain. The 
children are learning about mountains and volcanoes. 
They have researched volcanoes and are creating a 
PowerPoint. In Art, they have studied two artists, 
known for painting mountain scenes, and have 
produced their own versions of these. In Design Tech 
the children are making their own erupting volcano 
from salt dough!  In English, they have written a story 
with a mountain theme and a newspaper report about 
Mount Vesuvius. In Geography, they are learning 
about mountain ranges. Also, the children are working 
on their own homework projects about mountains and 
volcanoes.  Miss A McLoughlin  
 

Join the Celebration: Diwali & Hanukkah 
Nursery and Reception 
have enjoyed our topic ‘Join 
the Celebration’. We’ve 
learnt about Bonfire Night, 
Diwali and Hanukkah and – 
of course – we are now 
focusing on Christmas! In 
the creative area, we have 
made diva lamps, firework 
scenes, Rangoli patterns, 
candle wax pictures and 
sparklers. We have watched 
and told stories to show the 
reasons why some people 

celebrate Diwali, Hanukkah and Christmas and linked 
this to our writing. Promoting the outdoors has been a 
key focus - some of you may have seen our lovely 
Rangoli patterns that were created with chalk on the 
yard. We have also made pretend bonfires using 
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This is the best value childcare in 
Sunderland - just £4.00 per session (3.15-
5.45), with a healthy snack & lots of fun 
activities included! Please book at the school 
Office, or ring us on 5537647. 

D a t es  f o r  yo u r  D i a r y!  
 
 

 

 

Wed 9 Dec. Christmas Parents Workshop, Mrs 
Harris (9-10am) / Y2 Miss Stabler (1.30pm). 
Wed 9 Dec. School Christmas Lunch. 
Thurs 10 Dec. Y5 Elf Performance (1.45pm & 6pm). 
Thurs 10 Dec Y1 Miss Moody Parents Workshop. 
Mon 14 Dec. Guests from Nepal (all week). 
Tues 15 Dec. 9.30 EYFS/KS1 Nativity 
Wed 16 Dec.9.30.Xmas Concert (violins/brass/choir) 
Wed 16 Dec. EYFS/KS1 Christmas Party. 
Wed 16 Dec. FS & KS1 Christmas Party. 
Thurs 17 Dec. KS2 Christmas Party. 
Fri 18 Dec. 12.30-1.15. Carol service St Aidan’s 
Chuch, Ryhope Rd - all welcome. END OF TERM 
- PLEASE COLLECT YOUR CHILD FROM ST  
AIDAN’S CHURCH, 1.15pm. 
Mon 4 Jan. School reopens – Spring Term. 

sticks, logs and leaves and created large firework 
scenes using splat sticks, paintbrushes and cotton 
wool. Name writing rockets have also been used to 
encourage the children to write their name using the 
correct letter formation and letters are being written to 
Santa and posted in our magical post box!  
 

Forever Changing Rainforests 

 
Year 4 have had a very busy time during their latest 
topic: ‘Forever Changing Rainforests’. They have 
learnt all about the different layers of the rainforest and 
the types of plants and animals that live at each layer. 
They have used their maths skills to show the average 
amount of rainfall the Amazon gets each year and 
created bar charts. Through the topic, the children 
have been developing their ICT skills by creating 
videos of interviews they conducted, which magically 
appear when you put an iPad on top of a photograph. 
All of the children visited Kirkley Hall zoo as part of our 
topic where they amazed the staff with all of the 
information they already knew! Miss Hunter  
 

Woodland Wonders! 

This half term year 2 are learning about the 
woodlands. We have been researching the regional 
national parks and discussing why these are important 
to the environment. We’ve also had great fun making 
our own minibeast habitats. The children created their 
own worm and snail worlds. We had great fun one wet 

day searching for the creatures we wanted to live in 
them. The children have been observing the worms 
and snails on a daily basis as well as feeding them. 
We have also written our own set of instructions for 
others to make a habitat for minibeasts. The children 
have thoroughly enjoyed this topic! Miss Stabler. 
 

Yr 6 on Tour - West Boldon Lodge! 

 
Year 6 visited West Boldon Lodge as part of their 
Science activities this term.  In class the children have 
been learning how to classify living things according to 
their different characteristics.  At West Boldon, the 
children took part in pond dipping and used a 
classification key to work out what creature they had 
found.  The children also spent time in the woods, 
collecting mini-beasts, like woodlice, worms and 
spiders.  They placed them in special magnifying 
containers to look at them in more detail.  Back in the 
Lodge classroom, the children placed a sorting game 
involving different living things and then in groups 
produced a classification key.  The children had a 
fantastic day despite the rain! Miss A McLoughlin  
 

INCR-EDIBLES!  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 


