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Welcome to Grangetown! 

 
This week we’ve had our school logo, and a Welcome 
sign, ‘installed’ at the front of the main entrance to the 
school. What do you think? We think it looks fantastic! 
It was installed using a special thermoplastic material, 
designed for use on the highways and now adapted for 
use within play and recreational areas. Manufactured 
from a combination of granulated plastic and glass 
bead, the material is non-toxic, non-slip, colour fast 
and extremely durable. The thermoplastic material is 
applied to the surface using a propane burner. 
Importantly, the sign includes the words: Enjoy, 
Respect, Achieve – that’s what we do, every single 
day, at Grangetown! 
 

Roll Up, Roll Up! 

 
Year 1 recently had a visit from ‘Circurama’ a circus 
skills company that worked with the children across a 
series of workshops. This linked brilliantly with our 
current topic and the children had a fantastic 
experience working with Marty! We had the opportunity 
to learn how to juggle, spin plates as well as ride on 
the wheels of doom!  It was an action-packed, fun day 
and the children have not stopped talking about it.  All 
of the children have written a recount of the day the 
circus came to Grangetown and they have produced 
some lovely pieces of writing.  Well done Year 1! Mrs 
Dolan and Miss Stell. 

 

 
Yr 6 work with writer and actor Mr C! 

 
Year 6 had a fantastic day working with the author and 
actor Chris Connaughton. As our topic is Kensuke's 
Adventures, based on the book Kenuske’s Kingdom, 
which is set mostly on a desert island, the activities for 
the day had an island theme. The day began with 
Chris performing a play about him being stranded at 
the airport and as he was waiting for his flight, he told 
us the story of Robinson Crusoe.  He brought the story 
to life using props such as sand, shells and wood.  
After the performance, the children asked Chris 
questions about the play he had just performed.  After 
that, the children imagined they were Robinson Crusoe 
and wrote a diary entry about their first day being 
stranded on a desert island. The next piece of writing 
the children completed was again from the viewpoint of 
Robinson Crusoe. This time, they had to imagine they 
were writing a letter to Robinson’s parents, asking for 
help and telling them about life on the island. The 
children also drew and labelled a map of the island. 
The children had a fantastic day; enjoyed working with 
a real life actor and author, and produced some great 
pieces of work. Miss McLoughlin  
 

ZooLab! Our special visitors! 
Recently, Reception 
were delighted to 
have a visit from 
Natalie from ZooLab 
with all of her animals. 
They were very 
excited to meet them! 
They sat beautifully as 
the animals were 
brought out and 
listened very well to 

instructions. The theme of the workshop was Chinese 
New Year and developing a better understanding of 
some of the animals that are part of the Chinese 
Zodiac. We learned that this year is the year of the 
Rooster. The children met a tarantula, two rats, a 
snake, a giant snail, two very jumpy frogs and a 
millipede! Natalie had a huge amount of information to 
pass on the children with each animal being described 
in great detail about such things as eating habits, 
where they live, how to look after them and some 
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amazing facts about what they can do. Well done to 
the children for being so brave when they held and 
petted some of the animals! EYFS Team. 
 

Spanish – new Term is off to flying start! 

 
Year 6 have been doing a fantastic job with their 
project ‘eTwinning Noticias TV: We are active citizen 
journalists’. We have been working on a special recipe, 
created in collaboration with our Spanish friends 
according to sustainable cooking. ¡Fantástico! Don’t 
forget to read the article written by some of our Year 6 
girls in which you can discover more about it. ‘Muy 
bien chic@s! Year 5 are becoming experts at the 
Spanish verb conjugation through their topic: ‘Yo viajo 
a Barcelona’ (‘I travel to Barcelona’). We have chosen 
the winner of the ‘Balon D’or’ ceremony, recapping 
verbs and if this wasn’t enough, we have just started 
learning some wh-questions in Spanish. We really 
enjoyed it! What does: ‘Nosotros cantamos’ and ‘ella 
habla’ mean in English?  Year 4 have been learning 
how to express likes and dislikes in relation to actions: 
‘Me gusta…’ (I like). We have been practising through 
songs, games, iPads and speaking activities… What 
does ‘Me gusta cantar’ mean in English? Year 3 pupils 
have started their new topic: ‘Las frutas’ (The fruits) 
and they are trying their best while asking/answering 
questions about quantity. How do you say: ‘twelve 
bananas’ and ‘thirty apples’ in Spanish? (remember to 
add the plural –s at the end of each fruit!) Year 2 are 
doing a fantastic job learning school objects. We have 
been singing the song ‘¿Qué tienes en la mochila?’ 
(What do you have in your schoolbag?) and playing 
guessing games to help us remember the new 
vocabulary. How do you say ‘pencil’ and ‘ruler’ in 
Spanish? Year 1 continue learning ‘Los colores’ (the 
colours) through actions. How do you say ‘white, pink 
and orange’ in Spanish? ¡Bien hecho chicos y chicas! 
 Miss Rodríguez 
 

Valentines Raffle! 
 

A big thankyou to our Parents & Friends 
group, who raised £160 in the recent 
Raffle! Thanks for organising this – 
and Well done! The winner of the two 
gorgeous hampers was Codey       

Douglas.  
 

We love our New EYFS Outdoor area! 

 
We love playing in our new outdoor area! We‘re really 
enjoying using the new mud kitchen to make pies and 
cakes and getting messy! We’ve loved using the water 
area to pour and make our own obstacle course for the 
water to run down! The climbing frame is great; we 
always pretend to be pirates, campers and 
superheroes and stand on the top! We love the slide 
and climbing up and down the climbing wall. The 
wormery is up and running with lots of worms inside - 
we love looking at them and seeing their tracks. The 
new veranda is so cosy too with the loft and the shed - 
we love going in there and writing secret notes or 
treasure maps! We’ve also set up new dens in the 
garden that are great for hiding in!  EYFS Team. 
 

Fun in the Forest! 

 
Early Years had so much fun at Hamsterley Forest 
when we visited to complete the Stick Man trail. We          
followed the trail, completing challenges such as     
putting pooh sticks into the river and we saw lots of 
familiar faces along the way. We weren’t scared when 
we met the Gruffalo and Gruffalo’s child either and we 
gave him a big hug. We were pleased to see stick man 
at the end of the trail too and we made sure that he got 
home safely to his Stick Lady Love and stick children. 
EYFS Team. 
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Year 6 at Nissan for Monozukuri Caravan! 

 
Year 6 had a fantastic time at the Monozukuri Caravan 
Event at Nissan. After a snack of cookies and a drink, 
the children learned about Nissan the types of cars 
that are built there. They watched a cartoon about how 
cars are built from design to the finished product.  
They then worked in pairs to make a car from Lego 
and then were put in teams to make a model of a 
‘Buddy’ car with each person in the team being 
responsible for making a different part. They had to do 
this as quickly and as carefully as possible just like on 
the production line at Nissan. In the afternoon, they 
visited one of the workshops where apprentices train.  
They saw a battery for an electric car and saw a robot 
at work on a car panel. The children watched a video 
to show how the ‘Juke’ was made and then completed 
activities to test their co-ordination and speed. These 
included putting pegs in a hole, hammering dints out of 
metal and using a drill to place screws. The day ended 
with a closing ceremony, where the children received 
certificates and goodie bags. We all had a great day, - 
we learned a lot and had great experiences. Miss 
McLoughlin 
 

Year 4 are ‘Awesome Adventurers’! 

 
As part of their ‘Awesome Adventurers’ topic, Year 4 
have been reading two books: Oliver and the Seawigs 
by Phillip Reeve and Sarah McIntyre and Shackleton’s 
Journey by William Grill. Through these books, 
children have learnt what it takes to be an explorer and 
they have created character profiles about all of the 
people they meet in the stories. In their writing, they 
have learnt how to create emotive diary entries and 
motivational speeches. In art they created good luck 
charms from clay, which sailors may have taken with 
them when the Endurance set sail. Throughout the 
topic, the children have been looking at the tough 
choices people have to make, in life, and they have 
been learning how to form arguments in order to 

persuade people. The children are enjoying this topic 
and have created two fantastic class reading journals 
which look incredible. Miss Hunter  
 

Year 5 meet Chris Connaughton! 

 
The children had an amazing day working with Chris 
Connaughton who is an author and actor. We started 
the day with a gripping retell of the famous Greek myth 
‘Perseus and the Gorgan’. The children were on the 
edge of their seats throughout the day! They had 
several opportunities to do some writing themselves.  
They wrote a letter home in the role of Perseus, then 
they wrote a diary entry. Throughout these activities, 
Chris skilfully gave the children tips on how to improve 
their work and how to add different features to make 
their work really impressive. We all had a great time 
and the work that the children completed was of a very 
high standard. Mrs Miller 
 

Fire and Rescue visit 

 
Years 2 and 5 had a visit from John who works at Tyne 
and Wear fire service. We learned lots of valuable 
ways to keep ourselves and our families safe.  Please 
read our top tips on how to keep safe, which the 
children in year 2 wrote after the visit! Here they are: 
 Make sure you have a fire alarm on each floor and check 

it every month. 

 Have an escape plan and make sure all family members 
know what it is. 

 When you go to bed at night or leave the house, ensure 
that all doors are closed as a closed door will hold a fire 
back 15 minutes! 

 Do not charge any electrical devices (mobiles, tablets) 
over night. 

 Do not put your washing machine or tumble dryer on 
overnight. 

 Switch off all electrical devices when not in use. 

 Do not store your keys in the kitchen as this is where most 
fire starts.  Keep them near the door. 

After looking at all the different ways to keep ourselves 
safe we had some time left and some of us were able 
chance to try some of John’s fire fighter gear on. The 
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D a t es  f o r  yo u r  D i a r y!  

 
 
 

 

Fri 17 Feb. Y5 Groovy Greek Day 
Mon 20 - Fri 24 Feb. Half term holiday. Enjoy! 
Mon 27 Feb. Y6 visit to Safetyworks - Newcastle 
Thurs 2 Mar. World Book Day  
 Fri 24 Mar. Red Nose Day 
Fri 31 Mar - Sun 2 Apr. Derwent Hill 
Thurs 11 May. Y5 Summer Safety Campaign with 
T&W Fire Service 
 

 

See our website for a full list of dates.  
Also see Twitter for photos & news updates: 

https://twitter.com/Grangetown_PS 

children sat and listened very well and scored top 
marks on the final quiz. Mrs Miller and Miss Stabler 
 

Early Years meet the Gruffalo! 

 
Our children have really enjoyed delving into a new 
topic this half term, reading a range of Julia Donaldson 
books. We have looked at ‘Stickman’ and ‘The 
Gruffalo’ which are two of our favourites! We recently 
visited Hamsterley Forest and completed the Stickman 
and Gruffalo trail which was so much fun! We did get 
muddy but we washed our wellies in the stream! We 
have made Gruffalo crumble and roasted fox which the 
children were very brave in trying! The roasted fox 
(roasted sweet potato) was surprisingly tasty! We are 
even hatching stick insects linked to the Stickman 
story - one has hatched already and we have a full 
grown insect which was donated by a parent! This 
week we’ve read ‘Superworm’ and we’ve used a lot of 
mathematical language by measuring the worms in our 
new outdoor wormery! Foundation Stage Team. 
 

Year 3 topic update 

 
Our topic this half term has been about Food! We have 
been tasting fruits from different places around the 
world and deciding which ones we like or dislike. 
Within our literacy topics we have been writing 
instructions covering how to bake muffins and how to 
make healthy fruit smoothies – and we’ve had a go! 
We have also been looking at the importance of 
following a healthy diet and exercising regularly. In 
maths the children have been adding and subtracting 
money and giving the correct change. Miss Fraser 

 

In the Savannah... 

 
This half term Year 2 have been learning all about the 
African Savannah and  the animals that live there. The 
children have produced some fantastic non-fiction 
writing including a fact file about lions - did you know 
that a lions roar can be heard up to 3 miles away! We 
have also written some amazing free verse poems 
about the animals that call the Savannah their home 
during the day and night. The children learnt all about 
building suspense when doing a descriptive piece of 
writing about a lioness hunt. In Science we have drawn 
food chains and looked at how African animals have 
adapted to life in this habitat. The children are really 
enjoying this topic and they should be proud of the 
work they are producing. Miss Stabler. 
 

Year 5 are ‘Groovy Greeks’! 
This half-term our topic is ‘Groovy Greeks’.  
We started our topic off with a visit from 
Chris Connaughton (an author and actor) 
who worked with the children to inspire their 
writing. The children have: written their own 
Greek myth, learned all about ancient 
Greek culture and traditions, and compared 
those times with how we live nowadays. 

They have analysed Greek artefacts and discussed 
what information the artefacts tell us about life during 
in Ancient Greece, in particular about the Olympics. 
The children have even created their own Greek plate 
and vase. We’ve had a busy half-term! Mrs Miller. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cooking for 
the Gruffalo! 


