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GPS Welcomes the Tall Ships! 

 
Year 4 were very lucky to be chosen as one of the first 
classes to watch a brand new Tall Ships production. 
We visited the City Library to watch a special play, all 
about local hero Jack Crawford and the Battle of 
Camperdown. It was an absolutely fantastic play, to 
celebrate the Tall Ships visiting Sunderland. All of the 
children had a fantastic time and loved the play. They 
found it hilarious, especially as each actor represented 
at least 3 different characters. Some very fast costume 
and character changes kept the children on their toes. 
The play helped children learn about a local hero who 
changed the course of a famous battle. It was an 
amazing morning! Miss Hunter. 
 

Meet the Year 1 Pirates – Aaarrrggg! 

 
To bring our pirate topic to an end, Y1KB took part in a 
pirate themed day! The children arrived at school 
dressed in their fantastic pirate outfits. They started the 
day by learning their pirate name and learning how to 
talk like a pirate. Then, they went on a journey on their 
own pirate ship and bumped into Captain Black Beard. 
They followed up this activity by writing a diary entry 
using their very own quill! In the afternoon, they made 
paper parrots and sling shots. They ended the day by 
competing in the ultimate pirate test of target practice - 
they threw cannon water balls into hoops, knocked 
down cups with their sling shot and competed to see 
who could throw their paper parrot the furthest. All of 
the children passed the Pirate Test! Arrrrrr! Miss 
Beetham. 
      
 

 

Follow the yellow brick road! 

 
This half-term Year 6, and our choir, worked so hard 
putting together a spectacular musical performance of 
„The Wizard of Oz‟. We really did go over the rainbow 
and were transported into another world with the 
fantastic display of acting, singing, dancing, costumes 
and scenery. The Y6 children even helped to make 
their own munchkin head pieces and looked amazing 
during the two public performances. A huge well done 
to all the children and staff involved, they really did put 
in so much hard work and effort. It certainly paid off in 
what was a magical and fantastic leavers‟ show for our 
Y6 class which will be remembered for years to come. 
 

Grangetown at the World Cup 

 
On a scorching hot day our football team travelled to 
Russia (Farringdon) to compete in the Schools‟ World 
Cup Tournament.  We were playing as Germany, and 
our first group game was against Mexico (St 
Leonards). Our boys played some fantastic football in 
this game winning by 5 goals to nil. Next up was 
France (English Martyrs) - this was an exciting end to 
end game with both teams giving their all to win. The 
result was a 3 all draw. These two results saw us top 
the group and progress to the quarter final. Our quarter 
final game was against Sweden (Highfield). Germany 
(Grangetown) opened the scoring only for Sweden 
(Highfield) to equalise shortly after. We scored again 
and once again Sweden equalised. We then took 
control of the match, the result being a 6 - 2 win for us. 
Waiting for us in the semi-final was a very strong 
Belgium (Dame Dorothy). This was a very exciting end 
to end game but we just couldn‟t find the back of the 
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net. The result - a 6 - 0 win for Belgium - signalled the 
end of our world cup adventure. The organisers of the 
tournament commented on how good the behaviour 
and sportsmanship of our team had been. Our boys 
can be very proud of themselves not only for these 
comments but for also reaching The World Cup semi-
final. Our goal scorers were Ellis x 6, Ryan x 4, Jack x 
3 and Rewan x 1. Mr Newby.  
 

Grangetown’s Got Talent! 

 
This week we had our annual „Grangetown‟s Got 
Talent‟ show, and what a display of variety and skill it 
was! The children had to audition first and we had over 
60 acts to pick from. The decision was extremely hard 
as always, but we managed to pick 27 acts for our final 
show. We had a huge range of talents including 
gymnastics, singing, dancing, football, comedy and 
even an impressionist! All of the children worked so 
hard rehearsing their acts in their spare time and put 
on a fantastic show for the school, proving that 
Grangetown really has got Talent! Well done 
everyone, we can‟t wait for next year! Mrs Bryant-King. 
 

We’re getting fit and healthy! 

 
Our annual Health Week took place on Monday 2nd 
July and we were fortunate enough that the sun shone 
throughout the week for our fun and engaging 
activities. We started the week with the children taking 
part in a football session with Arj, which the children 
thoroughly enjoyed. Some of the other activities 
throughout the week included a fire engine visit, an 
Eye Heroes workshop and a Walkwise session. Other 
visitors included a session with Sharon from Impact, a 
whole school Wake Up, Shake Up on the yard and the 
LAF team who worked with children to create healthy 
drinks on the Smoothie bike. We also had two coaches 
in from Keep Active who provided the children with 
fun-filled Martial Arts and Zumba sessions. To end the 
week we had our annual Sport‟s Day on the field. The 

children worked brilliantly in their teams and this year it 
was Aiden who won the trophy. Thank you to all the 
visitors who came into school and everyone who 
helped throughout the week to make it a huge 
success! Mrs. Bracknall. 
 

Year 2’s Rock Pool Ramble! 

 
On Monday 2

nd
 July, Year 2 went to Roker Beach to 

take part in beach exploration activities. When we 
arrived we met our guide Helen. We then went on a 
scavenger hunt to see what we could find. We found 
lots of interesting things like limpet shells, sea glass 
and mermaid‟s hair. Next we had our lunch on the 
grass but some sneaky seagulls tried to steal it! After 
that we walked further along the beach as the tide had 
gone out. It left behind lots of rock pools. Helen gave 
us some trays, nets and a rock pool guide. She told us 
to be careful because the seaweed was slippery. We 
used our nets to catch different creatures including 
crabs, periwinkles and dog whelks. The sun had his 
hat on all day and everybody enjoyed themselves. By 
Year 2NS. 
 

Attention! Les pirates arrivent! 

 
Miss Beetham‟s class have been learning all about 
pirates this half-term so we have been learning some 
of the phrases a French pirate would have to know. 
We used Lego pirate figures to introduce ourselves in 
French. We went outside to play some French pirate 
games and we have been learning how to salute when 
„le capitane arrive!’ It is amazing how quickly our 
children remembered all of the pirate instructions in 
French. Bravo les mini pirates! 
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Year 6 create their ‘Sculpture Trail’! 

 
The Y6 children ended their „Sea Less Plastic‟ project 
by taking part in a sculpture trail at Roker Park and 
Roker Beach. Firstly, they made a pledge about how 
they would try to make sure less plastic ended up in 
the sea. They then followed a trail around the park and 
along the sea front to see sculptures made from waste 
plastic by children from several schools. They saw 
jellyfish sculptures, fish sculptures, a shark, a turtle 
and our own whale which we made from plastic bags 
and netting. Next to each sculpture there were 
information boards and the children had to answer 
questions using that information. Even though it rained 
all afternoon, the children enjoyed it, and they even 
had time for a delicious ice cream! Miss McLoughlin. 
 

Playground Buddies 

 
Once again, the Playground Buddies have done a 
great job this year and we want to say a big “Thank 
You” to them all for their help. In their distinctive yellow 
vests, they have been easily spotted out on the yard 
everyday supporting our children. They have helped 
children who are hurt, have played games with our 
younger children and have been excellent role models 
throughout the year. Hopefully they will volunteer again 
next year. Thank you and well done! Mrs Russell. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Finally…a word from Mr McAnaney 
“As the school year ends, I would like to thank all GPS 
staff for their hard work and commitment. The quality 
of our staff – their kindness, their patience, their 
determination, their talent – does so much to make 
GPS such a very special place. I’d also like to thank 
every single GPS pupil for their hard work and for the 
joy and wonder they bring into school every day – they 
are hard-working, curious, enthusiastic, caring, polite 
and courteous – they make GPS a wonderful place to 
be, and as parents you can all be truly proud of your 
children (we are!). I’d also like to thank parents and 
carers for the support you have given your children, & 
for your positive engagement with school in so many 
ways. Let’s celebrate a fabulous year…let’s enjoy the 
holidays…and let’s do it all again, with just as much 
energy and just as much hope, just as many smiles 
and just as many kind words, in September! Well done 
everyone, thankyou, and enjoy your holidays!”  

D a t e s  f o r  y o u r  D i a r y  
 
 

 

 
 
 

Mon 3
rd

 & Tues 4
th

 Sep: Staff Training Days 
Wed 5

th
 Sep: School reopens for the start of the 

Autumn Term. Be an Early Bird: doors open 8.50am. 
 

See our website for all of our Dates! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Thankyou – Well Done – Good Luck! 

 
We‟re having some special assemblies in school this 
week, to celebrate the contribution of several staff 
who are moving on, and of course to say some very 
special „Thankyou‟s‟. After a combined 54 years at 
GPS, Mrs Napier, Mrs Appleton and Mrs Dobson 
will be leaving us this week. Words aren‟t enough to 
sum up the enormous contribution that these staff 
have made to our school over the years – the care 
and support given to thousands of children, the love, 
compassion and kindness, and the sheer hard work. 
These staff have made a huge difference to 
children‟s lives, and have been the backbone of GPS 
as the school has changed and evolved (they even 
worked in the big old red brick building before the 
current building opened in 2003!). I know you‟ll join 
us in offering our sincere and heartfelt thankyous for 
everything they‟ve done for GPS, and in wishing 
them well for the future. Ms Wayman is also moving 
on, and we wish her well with her new business 
venture – as a GPS Parent, she set up our Parents 
Group, and also set up & led our very successful 
„Incredibles‟ After School Club, and she has been a 
fantastic Teaching Assistant in Yr1 – again we‟d like 
to thank Ms Wayman for her hard work. Miss Fraser 
is moving on, and I know you will join me in thanking 
her for the fabulous contribution she has made at 
GPS and for the superb job she has done in Year 3, 
and to wish her well in her new school. Last but not 
least, I know you will join me is offering our thanks to 
Miss Donaldson for her hard work during her year 
with GPS – she has done a fabulous job in Year 2, 
and we all wish her Good Luck in her new school. 

 School closes 1.00pm on Friday 19th July 

 Staff Training Days: Mon 3rd & Tues 4th Sep 

 School reopens 8.50 am Wednesday 5th Sep 



 
 Y e a r  6  M em o r i e s  ( o n l i n e  v e r s i o n )  
  

 
N. In Year 6, I really liked to go to Derwent Hill because that was the first time I had ever been.  
M. I can remember being in Year 6 and performing in The Wizard of Oz and being an amazing tin man. 
C. One of my favourite memories is performing at the Dance Festival at the Sunderland Empire.  I enjoyed practising the 
routine each week and I was nervous when I got on the stage as the crowd was so big. 
E. In Year 4, I can remember going to Derwent Hill and we went abseiling.  I cried because I didn’t want to go 
backwards. 
H. In Year 6, it was funny when for Halloween I put fake blood all over my arms and then the next day I was still stained 
red. 
M. I can remember in Y2 when John-Joe knocked out one of my teeth accidentally whilst I was chasing him. 
J. I can remember in Year 2 when we visited the farm and I got licked in the face by a sheep. 
D. In Year 3, I can remember meeting Miss McLoughlin and it was interesting because she was loud and nearly gave 
me a heart attack.  
E. In Nursery I can remember me and Luke were doing a dance with rolling pins and by accident I hit him in the head 
and got put in time out and  pretended I wasn’t on time out.  
E. My favourite memory in Year 3 is me, Nia and Bethany dancing and twirling around on the stage pretending to be 
fairies.  
S. In Year 3, we went visited the Botanic Gardens at Durham and I get pushed into a huge cactus in the greenhouse.  I 
still have the mark from it. 
S. In Year 6, I can remember when we performed at the Empire and we did our SATs tests. 
K. In Year 6, I can remember all the fun things we have done, such as dancing at the Empire and going to Derwent Hill 
for the second time.  
B. I can remember in Year 2 writing the spellings on my hands to try and cheat.  The teacher caught me and I began to 
lick my hands to get the ink off – I was ill the next day. 
L. In Year 6 I can remember going to Derwent Hill and I started crying on the death swing, but I was actually on it, I 
started laughing.  I also remember going to the Empire for the dance festival.  I was really nervous at first but the 
adrenaline when I was stage was fantastic and I wanted to do it again. 
C. In Nursery, I can remember when I would throw a fit if Cloe wasn’t in – she is still my best friend now. 
J. In Year 6, I enjoyed the Empire dance because it was a great opportunity to go up on stage in front of thousands of 
people and the support I got from my friends.  
D. I can remember in Y6 visiting the Lambton Estate and we saw sheep being sheared and I held one of the fleeces. 
K. I can remember in Year 5 when Kenzie was asleep and I thought she wasn’t breathing so I poured water on her to 
check she was okay. 
M. In Year 2, I can remember when me and Katie decided to sharpen our fingers.  
R. In Year 6, I enjoyed performing in The Wizard of Oz and I enjoyed visiting the Lambton Estate and the big house that 
was there. 
G. I can remember coming into my new class in September and performing on the stage at the Sunderland Empire.  
L. I can remember when I was in Nursery and I made friends with the person who is still my best friend today – Dominic. 
D. In Nursery, I can remember when I went into the reading corner and fell asleep. 
M. In Year 5, I can remember when we were kicking our shoes in the air and John-Joe kicked his and it got stuck in the 
tree. 
K. In Reception, I can remember bashing my head on the floor because I tripped over my shoelaces. 
O. My favourite memory is from year 4 when I went to Derwent Hill and my favourite part was the gorge walking. 
J-J. In Year 5, I can remember when I got my shoe stuck in the tree and Miss Crooks had to jump up to get it down. 
K. I remember when we went to Eden Camp and I was excited as I love History.  We watched a puppet show and we all 
got squirted with water and we sang along to Vera Lynn.  
A. I can remember in Nursery when we held the chicks and they pooped all over us. 

 

 

We’d like to wish every member of our amazing 

Year 6 class: Good Luck and All the Best for the future! 


