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Fabulous & Festive - ‘A Christmas Carol’! 
Over the past few weeks, 
the year 6 children have 
been working extremely 
hard learning lines, 
songs and dance moves. 
They took on the roles of 
the mean-spirited Mr 
Scrooge, the very scary 
Jacob Marley and the 
three spirits who tried to 
change mean old 
Scrooge. Year 6 
performed their 
Christmas production to 
two huge audiences- a 
Christmas Carol.  The 
children were also 
supported by the 
Grangetown choir who 
sang each song 
beautifully. The children 
were absolutely fantastic 
and the show was a huge 
success. Well done to 

the fabulous children, Mrs Bryant-King for her amazing 
effort and to all of the families who came to support 
their children. Everyone left feeling very festive and the 
children should be extremely proud of themselves. 
What a wonderful Christmas treat! Miss Hunter. 
 

It’s Party Time – guess who’s here! 

 
As a special treat before Christmas, EYFS and KS1 
children had a Christmas party day. Children came to 
school dressed in their party clothes, looking fantastic 
and ready for a day of party fun! They started the day 
with a disco where the children showed off their dance 
moves and played lots of party games. In the 
afternoon, the children could hear a jingling of bells 
and hiding behind the curtains was Santa! He came all 
the way from the North Pole to give the children a 
present and to tell them they are all on the good list. 
The children were very polite, making sure they said 
thank you to Santa Claus. Early Years and KS1 team. 

 

Whoops a Daisy Angel 

 
Early Years and Key Stage 1 performed ‘Whoops a 
Daisy Angel’ for their annual Nativity on Tuesday in 
front of all of their parents and carers.  This year we 
even welcomed our 2 year old Flying Start children 
who took to the stage to perform Twinkle Twinkle. The 
children told the story of an angel who was never given 
any important jobs to do as she was a little bit clumsy!  
In the end though Whoops a Daisy led everyone to the 
stable to see baby Jesus, the most important job of all.  
I think everyone will agree that the children did an 
outstanding job and everyone worked hard to learn the 
songs and words to tell the story.  We even had 
‘flossing’ sheep during one of our songs!  Well done 
boys and girls you certainly got us all in the Christmas 
spirit. Early Years and Key Stage 1 Staff. 
 

Year 6 Explore the Past  

 
As part of the local heritage project, our Year 6 
children went on a walk around the local area. They 
found a spot where a crater was formed after a 
bombing in WW2. They looked at the different types of 
buildings, and found the place where the first 
Sunderland football team was formed by the 
Sunderland and District Teacher’s Association - this is 
marked by a blue plaque on Commercial Road. In 
school, the children worked with our excellent music 
teacher, Mrs Bryant King, to compose a song about 
the local heritage. They played the music on keyboard 
and ukulele, working in small groups to write the lyrics 
The children then learned and sang the song – it will 
be made into a CD, which the children will be able to 
buy. Miss McLoughlin. 
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Year 1 went to the Panto! Oh yes they did! 

 
As part of our fairy tale topic, Y1 went to Whitley Bay 
Playhouse to watch the pantomime of Peter Pan. We 
had to come to school extra early for this special trip 
which the children found to be very exciting. The 
children loved joining in with the songs and booing at 
Captain Hook! One of our children even got to go on 
stage and join in with a song! The children’s behaviour 
was excellent throughout the trip, making their 
teachers very proud. Miss Beetham & Miss Lambton. 
 

Year 1’s Shopping Trip! 

 
Year 1 went on a walk to Asda to buy ingredients to 
make gingerbread. Before the walk the children looked 
at Google earth to find a route to walk. When we 
arrived at Asda the children voted to use the new ‘scan 
as you go’ system to scan our shopping. Everyone 
enjoyed the shopping trip and the children were 
fantastic ambassadors for the school. Well done Year 
1!  Miss Lambton.  
 

Parent Workshops – great turnout! 

 
Our recent Parent Workshops were well attended by 
parents and carers. The children enjoyed working with 
their mams, dads and grandparents on a range of 
exciting learning activities. In Early Years they made 
Christmas wreaths and saltdough decorations. In year 
1 everyone boarded the Polar Express, and listened to 
bedtime stories (in pyjamas!). 2NS used sewing skills 
learnt during design technology to create a stuffed 
decoration. 2HD celebrated ‘families reading together’ 
- they made marshmallow snowmen and enjoyed a 
cosy hot chocolate while reading The Polar Express! 
Year 3 created amazing winter themed shadow art. 
Year 4 had a wonderful time building Viking longships 
– with shields, sails and seating - the boats were put 
together brilliantly and looked amazing. In year 5, the 
focus was on maths and DT - the children created a 
‘mystic rose’, by joining together points equally spaced 
around a circle In year 6, the children & adults learnt 
about tessellation, and this helped them to create 
some fantastic pieces of art work. All of the sessions 
were a great success - thanks again to all families for 
your incredible support – we hope you enjoyed it! 
 

Y3 visit the Seafarers Care Home 

 
 

Miss Tose’s children had a fantastic time visiting 
Seafarer’s Way in Hendon. We donned our Christmas 
hats and set off on our mini bus! On arrival, we were 
greeted by Dianne who led us in to see the residents. 
We sang Christmas songs together and ate delicious 
cake! We all took a book to read to the residents and 
spoke to them about our fabulous school. We have 
promised to return at Easter and the children (and 
residents!) are looking forward to it already! A big 
thank you to Seafarers Way for the fantastic 
opportunity. Miss Tose and Mr Newby.  
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Early Years and Flying Start visit Beamish 

 
Early Years and Flying Start had a wonderful time 
visiting Beamish. We all sat in Santa’s sleigh and told 
him what we wanted for Christmas before feeding his 
reindeer. One of the highlights was eating our packed 
lunch in the band hall. Reception visited the school 
and Flying Start visited the farm and they enjoyed 
seeing the different animals. We went on the tram to 
get to the town and we saw the town and fair all 
decorated for Christmas. We saw some sweets and 
biscuits being made before having a little taste. We got 
to see lots of old coins in the bank before visiting the 
bank vaults. The staff at Beamish commented how 
well behaved we were. After such an exciting day, we 
were all very tired on the bus back! The EYFS Team. 
 

Let’s Celebrate – with Early Years! 

 
We’ve been very busy this half-term, celebrating lots of 
different festivals from around the world. During our 
Diwali celebrations, all children had the chance to try 
different Indian foods as well as making and trying 
Indian sweets named Ladoo and Barfi! They were 
delicious. We celebrated World Kindness Day by 
making kindness potions and reading the story 
Rainbow Fish. Reception parents & children took part 
in a parent workshop on the 10

th
 of December and 

made lots of different crafts relating to Christmas! We 
all had the chance to make a melting snowman, a 
Christmas tree, a Christmas card and some salt dough 
ornaments. We all had a great morning! Towards the 
end of our Let’s Celebrate topic, we are celebrating all 
things Christmas! We are looking at our own 
Christmas traditions and also Christmas traditions in 
France to see how they are similar and how are 
different. We are looking forward to our Christmas 
Party and meeting Santa! The Early Years Team. 

Year 4 Viking Workshop 

 
The children had a wonderful Viking Day with Dr Jo. 
As archaelogists, we searched for artefacts in boxes -  
brushing off the sawdust carefully, we found clues that 
told us all about people in the past. One box was full of 
items that a child would have had. Others included 
things from a home, a musician, a workshop and a 
fisherman. Some of the children had the opportunity to 
dress as a Viking and we looked at the materials used, 
the jewellery worn and the weapons they would have 
used. We all had the opportunity to write our Viking 
names in Runes on wax tablets and then we talked 
about what the Vikings would have eaten. In the 
afternoon, we wrote Kennings, made up sentences 
using words from Viking times, weaved a pattern using 
cottons and played a Viking puzzle game. We also 
pretended that we were Vikings in a longship - it was 
very difficult to all row at the same time! We all had a 
fabulous day and learned some really interesting 
information. Mrs Millican. 
 

Goals Galore! 

 
Our football team have made a fantastic start to the 
season and are as yet unbeaten. They have played 
some brilliant football, as a team and individually. We 
have beaten Mill Hill, St Benet’s & Hastings Hill. The 
stand-out game was against a very strong St Benet’s 
team. Ellis got the first goal, to equalise. Then Jamie 
scored what could be goal of the season, flicking the 
ball over his head into the goal from a corner. The rest 
of the game was an end to end thriller. Jamie scored 
again, then right at the end Ellis made it 5-3 to GPS – 
and that was the final result! Mr B Newby. 
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A Life in Colour! 

 
Y3VS were very lucky to be given the opportunity to 
work with artist Ranbir Kaur in her exhibition ‘A life in 
colour’ at Sunderland Museum and Winter Gardens. 
Ranbir told us all about her life and how she created all 
of the wonderful pieces in her exhibition. Walking 
around, we could see fantastic, colourful prints, 
beautiful embroidery and lots of hidden symbols. We 
were thrilled to be given the opportunity to make some 
of our own prints. We used wooden printing blocks and 
bright colours to create the beautiful rangoli patterns. 
We then compared the patterns in our work to the 
rangoli work which Ranbir had carefully created 
around the gallery. A fantastic morning was had by all 
and the children’s behaviour was impeccable. Miss 
Stell.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It’s a Kind of Magic! 

The Year 2 topic this half term was called The 
Wonderful World of Wizardry. One special memory 
was the day that ‘Magic Mick’ paid us a surprise visit! 
He amazed us with his magic show! The children were 
in awe as he made colours disappear out of colouring 
books, juggling balls vanish into thin air and card tricks 
that even the teachers couldn’t fathom! A brilliant 
afternoon enjoyed by all. Mrs Dolan and Miss Stabler. 

D a t e s  f o r  y o u r  D i a r y  
 
 

 

 
 
 

Fri 21 Dec. 12.15-1.00 - Carol Service, St Aidan’s Church. 
Mon 24 Dec–Fri 4 Jan: Xmas & New Year holiday. 
Mon 7 Jan. Spring Term begins! Happy New Year! 
Mon 28 Jan. Staff Training Day. School closed. 

 

 

For a full set of dates, please see our website 

A Magical Christmas Concert from our Talented young Musicians (& Choir!)! 
We had such a treat this week when our musicians performed for us in a special assembly. Children from Years 2-
6 who take part in violin and cello lessons played a collection of Christmas classics in front of their parents and 
carers. We had songs such as Silent Night and Jingle Bells. The performance started with our youngest musicians 
who have only taken up an instrument in September. Each year group then showcased their skills and made us all 
very proud of their commitment and determination to learn an instrument. We also heard songs from our fantastic 
choir led by Mrs Bryant-King. We had everything from Christmas pop classics to our very own Grangetown song.  
Well done everyone and thank you to the parents and carers that support and encourage the children to practise at 
home, it really is appreciated. Miss Stabler. 

 
 

Wishing all GPS families  
A Happy Christmas! 

 

Thankyou for your fantastic 
support this term. 

 

All the Best for 2019! 
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