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Happy New Year! 
2013 has got off to a great start at Grangetown! The 
children very quickly settled back into school life and 
are working hard – every child has set some ‘Goals’ 
(which we linked to the idea of New Year Resolutions) 
for this term, and we’ve shared those in assembly. 
Everyone who visits the school comments on how 
calm the school is, and how polite and happy the 
children are – recent visitors who have complimented 
the school include teachers and children from Westoe 
Crown Primary (South Tyneside), and a colleague 
from Hill View Primary. We’re positive that 2013 will be 
another superb year. We have a fabulous team of staff 
here at GPS – talented, skilled, dynamic and caring – 
and they are fully focussed on ensuring that each and 
every child is happy, safe and successful as a learner. 
So – let’s begin our magical journey into 2013!  
 

Colours, numbers, chocolate…and more! 

 
This month our pupils have had fun celebrating and 
learning about some traditions and cultural events in 
Spain. We have had a look at pictures and videos 
about Christmas and revised the colours and numbers 
from ‘uno’ to ‘doce’ through the ‘San Silvestre’ race. 
Do you remember who won? Our children have learnt 
how ‘El día de la paz’ (The International Day of Peace) 
is celebrated in Spanish schools and they have also 
had the opportunity to try some Spanish ‘Turrón de 
chocolate’ Did you like it?  In addition, some pupils in 
‘Year four’ have started a link with ‘El colegio La Ería’ 
a Spanish school in the North of Spain. We’ve sent our 
first letters and we are planning more activities to know 
and get in touch with our new friends. ¡Muy Bien 

Grangetown! Keep it up! By Miss Rodrigues. 
 

It’s Chinese New Year! 
We’re having a ‘themed week’ focusing on China, 
week beginning Monday 11 February. The children will 
have the chance to learn about Chinese customs and 
traditions, and we are hoping to set up another Skype 
link with our partner school in Wuhan, China. We can’t 
wait! 

 

Show Racism The Red Card! 

 
We had a fabulous afternoon working with two ex-
professional football players. One that you will all 
know: Ex-SAFC Captain – Gary Bennett and Richard 
Offiong who played for England’s U17 & U21. Richard 
led the classroom workshop, discussing issues around 
racism, and Gary lead the practical session in the 
sports hall where the children participated in races and 
a football match. The children were all then delighted 
when Gary gave them his autograph.  We were also 
given 3 pairs of tickets to see Sunderland V Swansea 
at the Stadium of Light – the lucky winners were Liam 
Marley, Maddison Stephenson and Summer Conley. 
By Mrs Miller. 
 

Year 3 Visit to Café Spice 

 
In Year 3 the children are learning about life in India 
and to get the topic off to a great start the children 
visited the restaurant Café Spice in town.  The children 
were given the opportunity to try some Indian food.  
They tasted a spicy vegetable samosa, a pakora, a 
spring roll and chicken tikka and salad.  For afters the 
children enjoyed a delicious bowl of strawberry ice 
cream.  To help wash all this lovely food down the 
children had mango juice.  The children felt very grown 
up sitting in a restaurant and being served by the 
waiters.  For many of the children it was the first time 
they had tasted Indian food and did find it quite spicy. 
Emelia Jackson, aged 7 said: “I liked trying all of the 
food and my favourite was the chicken tikka because it 
had the right amount of spice”.  By Miss A McLoughlin. 
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Our Friends from Westoe! 

 
Our project with Westoe Crown Primary School in 
South Shields is now well under way.  The children in 
Ms Cole’s group have met with their friends in Year 6 
at Westoe on a number of occasions now, and have 
begun to plan their  work together.  Yr6 visited our 
school last week and together the children researched 
the areas of Sunderland and South Shields which we 
will visit in March.  Following this visit, Ms Cole’s group 
then visited Westoe Crown Primary, where we learned 
about Arbeia, the Roman Fort in South Shields, one of 
the areas we will be paying a visit to. By Mrs Cole. 
 

Big Street Survey Year 3 

 
Year 3 worked with Dr. Bike also known as Mark to 
complete a street survey of our local area.  In class the 
children thought about their route to school and the 
things they liked and disliked about their route.  On the 
afternoon the children walked around the local area 
completing a survey.  They looked at how noisy or 
quiet places were, if they liked or disliked it and if it 
was empty or crowded.  Back in class the children 
discussed their findings and thought of ways to 
improve their local area.  The children completed the 
surveys well and raised some interesting points during 
the discussions. By Miss A McLoughlin.  
 

Down In the Jungle! 
We have been where nobody goes for our 

latest topic Down in the Jungle! We travelled 
to Africa when we read Handa’s Surprise and 

we collected fruits for Handa when the 
cheeky animals took them all! The 
fruit salad that we made was also 
very tasty and we tried lots of different 

fruits from the story. The pineapple was very 
juicy! We have enjoyed going on safari in the jungle 
and using the binoculars to spot different animals. The 
caterpillars have enjoyed reading about Elmer the 
elephant and we loved making our very own Elmer’s in 

the creative area. Thank you for supplying us with 
plastic milk bottles! We have listened very carefully to 
the noises that we might hear in the jungle and we 
guessed where the noise had come from.  We have 
also written our own animal riddles and asked our 
friends to guess which animal we have written our 
clues about. By the Early Years Team. 
 

Discovering Kensuke’s Kingdom! 

 
The year 6 children are enthusiastically working in their 
spring topic based on the novel Kensuke’s Kingdom by 
Michael Mopergo. They have written discussion texts 
about whether or not it would be a good idea to sail 
around the world and they have also plotted on a world 
map, the characters journey using iPads and google 
earth to find cities, countries, islands and seas. The 
children found it very difficult to decide on 10 items 
they would take with them sailing around the world if 
they restricted by space – and unable to take any 
technology!  
 

LAF Keeps us Fit! 

 
Our year 6 children are enthusiastically taking part in 
the Lifestyle, Activity and Food (LAF) project. The LAF 
programme is a fun interactive programme which helps 
people to make healthy lifestyle choices. All of the 
children have enjoyed learning about the ingredients of 
a balanced diet and enjoyed making their own healthy 
fruit and yoghurt pot. The children were able to taste 
and add their own fruits including blackberries, 
raspberries, banana, grapes and strawberries. Each 
week, the children are also taking part in a fitness fun 
session during a lunchtime, where they are playing 
team games and learning about the importance of 
physical activities. 
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The Last Day on Earth!  
On Monday we all enjoyed the day 
with Rachel from big foot arts. We 
did all sorts of fun activities based on 
THE LAST DAY ON EARTH! We 
first played a game called the shuffle 
monster in which we had to work as 
a team to stop the shuffle monster 
from getting to the empty chair. After 
this we got put into groups and 

played group building games such as standing on 
chairs and putting ourselves in order without touching 
the floor. Then we had to think of a group name, 
slogan and action. When we had decided on that we 
showed the class. We got asked to do a news report 
on how the earth was going to end, how we knew, how 
long we had left and what was our suggestion. We all 
had a great time (thanks to Rachel) and when we were 
good we got a real alien eye! We had a day full of 
excitement and drama it was great! By Alicia Crosbee 
and Ellie Taylor. 
 

Fire! Fire! 

 
This term Key Stage One will be learning about the 
Great Fire of London. As part of this topic we have 
looked at what happened on that dreadful night in 
September 1666. We have started to make Tudor 
houses and we have thought about how the fire spread 
so easily. The children thoroughly enjoyed making and 
eating bread from Thomas Farynor’s bakery, we then 
wrote instructions using the recipe. Next week we will 
be making fire music with our visitor from Gladrags, 
which we will then use to create different types of fire 
poems ensuring we include pattern, rhyme and 
alliteration. During the next half term we are hoping to 
visit a local fire station as our termly trip. Miss Stabler, 
Miss Hough and Miss Grainger  

 
We’re Electric! 

The Year 4 topic this term is ‘We’re 
Electric!’ which is focusing on Science 
looking at circuits and conductors. We have 
started to work with circuits, making simple 

circuits and testing our components to check they are 
working. Also, we completed an experiment trying to 
find items in our classroom which conducted the 

electricity and allowed the bulb to light. The children 
have been enthusiastic when working with the 
equipment and have worked in small teams or 
individually. Year 4 will be visiting the Centre for Life, 
Newcastle on the 7

th
 February to complete more 

investigations and experiments.  
 

On ‘Yer’ Bike! 

 
Over the past term the school have been involved in a 
‘Bike-It’ project and the children have benefitted from 
lots of exciting sessions.  Foundation Stage has been 
lucky enough to have 10 Balance Bikes delivered for 
the Spring Term.  The bikes are specially designed to 
support children to learn how to ride a bike without 
stabilisers.  The children learn initially to push the 
bikes along using their feet and as their confidence 
develops they begin to lift their feet and balance.  This 
teaches the skills needed to ride a bike independently.  
The children have also been learning about staying 
safe and we have a set of 10 snazzy helmets to wear.  
The children understand why it is important to wear 
helmets and they are becoming independent at putting 
them on.  Well done boys and girls. Foundation Stage 
Team 
 

Ni Hao! 
This term year 5 are learning all about 
China.  We will be looking at life and 
culture as well as the physical features of 
the country.  So far we have written a 
non-chronological report on the 
Terracotta Army and we will be making 
our own soldiers made out of terracotta 
clay. We will also be learning some 
Mandarin! Zai Jian! (that’s Goodbye in 
Mandarin!). By Mrs Miller. 
 

Saris and Sequins 
The Year 3 topic this term is all about life in 

an Indian village called Chembakolli. In 
their Geography lessons the children 
have been learning about what homes 
are like, what an Indian village school is 

like and the different jobs people have 
in India.  In their DT lessons the children have tasted 
and evaluated different Indian breads and then made 
their own chapattis.  In Art they have drawn and made 
the symbols of India and are going to design and make 
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Dates for your Diary 
  

 
 

Mon 4 Feb: Gladrags Music Workshop visiting  KS1. 
Thurs 7 Feb. School Nurse – Rec heights & weights. 
Fri 8 Feb. Yr 6 to Metrocentre: Maths in the Mall! 
Fri 8 Feb. EYFS: Animal Stories workshop. 
Mon 11 – Fri 15 Feb. Themed Week – Chinese New 
Year. 
Mon 11 Feb. Yr 4 visiting West Boldon Lodge. 
Tues 12 Feb. 2.30. Chinese New Year Assembly, in 
school, Sunderland Library Service. 
Thurs 14 Feb. Yr 5 ICT with Mark Lloyd! 
Fri 15 Feb. EYFS Chinese New Year banquet. 
Mon 18-Fri 22. Feb: Half Term break. 
 

For a full set of dates, see our website: 
www.grangetown.sunderland.sch.uk 

 
 

their own rangolli patterns.  The highlight of the topic 
so far was the visit to Café Spice where the children 
tasted Indian food.  Over the rest of the term the 
children will learn many more things including what the 
weather is like in India and the history behind the Taj 
Mahal. Miss A McLoughlin 
 

Empire Dance – rehearsals underway! 

 
For the 3

rd
 year running, we will be taking part in the 

Sunderland Schools Dance Festival, at the Empire on 
Tuesday 2 July. Rehearsals got underway recently! 
Led by our talented and dynamic teacher, Danielle, a 
group of 20 children are working on an exciting 
performance which combines 3 pieces of music and 
which fits in with the overall theme of the Lindisfarne 
Gospels.  
 

Reading – the key to Success! 

 
Reading is the key to educational success! It fires the 
imagination, it entertains, it makes us think, it allows us 
to stay informed, it enables us to perform, it enables us 
use the internet,….and lots more besides. In fact, it’s 
the key to all other areas of learning. At Grangetown, 
we provide a well-structured and engaging approach to 
the teaching of reading. We have a superb range of 
books, and a top-class library. We also work closely 
with parents, so that you are clear as to how you can 
best support your child’s reading. We are currently 
reviewing and further developing the ways we promote 

reading – look out for some exciting announcements 
very soon! 
 

We Love Djembe! 

 
As you know, the Djembe Club was set up several 
weeks ago. We are delighted to report that it is going 
brilliantly. Mr Turnpenny is a superb teacher, and our 
new drummers are thoroughly enjoying learning the art 
of playing these traditional African drums. 
 

Something Exciting… 

 
…is about to happen in ICT at GPS! We are 
determined to give your children access to world class, 
leading-edge technology –  they deserve the best! - all 
will be revealed very soon! 
 
 
 
 


