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Our Garden’s ‘Blooming Lovely’! 

 
The sun’s arrived, and with it the chance to get busy in 
our garden. Did you know that we have a beautiful, 
enclosed ‘quadrangle’ space, in the centre of the 
school, with benches, lots of plants and a fountain? 
Miss McBeth and her green fingered ‘garden club’ are 
working hard to improve the garden. The Breakfast 
Club children, and year 3, are also involved. We have 
a greenhouse, and recently we bought some wooden 
planters. With the sun shining, this really is a mini 
oasis amidst the   busy-ness of school life! 
 
Egg-cellent Effort everyone – well done! 

Everyone made a magnificent effort with their egg 
designs this week. The range of characters was simply 
stunning! The School Council had a tough job judging. 
What stands out is the time and attention to detail that 
all the children put into their creations – they’re all 
really proud of their efforts. There’ll was great egg-
citement today when we announced the winners! 
 
Attendance – Getting Better - Well Done! 
Thankyou to all parents, carers and children, for the 
support you’re giving to the drive to improve 
attendance. Our target is a whole-school annual 
average of 95% - we’re currently at 94.8%.  Two years 
ago the average attendance was just 93.5%. What an 
improvement! Please keep up the effort! 
 
Bike Ability! 

The three day course was 
held last month with lots of 
eager children arriving at 
school full of excitement! 
After the initial safety talk 

 
the children were fitted with helmets and their bikes 
were checked to make sure they were in a roadworthy 
condition – all were passed fit and well! Next the 
children were tested on their knowledge of the 
Highway Code and learnt some of the relevant warning 
signs. The first hurdle was to make sure they were all 
able to ride a bicycle, i.e. being able to keep the 
bicycle on a steady course. The children then worked 
on stopping safely, hand signals and other important 
manoeuvres. The rest of the day was spent in the 
school yard working through Level 1 of the 
programme. The second day, the hottest recorded 
February day in the last 100 years, took the children 
on to the road. Where they put into practise what they 
had learnt on day one. Day three started with further 
manoeuvres in the school yard and finished with a 
quiz. The instructors were extremely impressed by the 
class and said they were a pleasure to work with. To 
further consolidate the course the children were 
reminded of the necessity of safety when crossing the 
road, and read ‘Tales of the Road’, a highway code for 
young road users. By Mrs Collins 
 
Year 6 work with author and actor… 

 
…Chris Connaughton, who came into year 6 to do a 
workshop with us - it was great! First, he performed his 
take on the Robinson Crusoe story, bringing it up to 
the modern day. Then we did lots of work back in the 
classroom on the performance. We wrote diary entries 
as if we were Robinson Crusoe and we wrote a 
description of what he would have seen as he was 
washed up onto the island. Here is part of mine: “The 
feeling of sand, nothing but sand. Sand was all that 
was left for me, and even that was running out. But the 
winds of time would come for me, I could be rescued“ 
By Ryan Robinson - Year 6 
 
Football is back! 

The football 
league has 
kicked off after 
the winter 
break. We 
have played 2 
games since 
the re-start. 
Both against 
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Hudson Road Primary School, one a league match the 
other a friendly. Unfortunately we lost both 3 - 0, 
although we were unlucky not to at least draw these 
games. The team created loads of chances to score 
but we just couldn’t manage to get the ball over the 
line into the net. Once again the team members can be 
proud of themselves in the way that they represented 
our school. They all gave 100% effort on the pitch and 
were good ambassadors for our school. The squad: 
Luke Crawford, Jay Harrington Turp, Stephen McLean, 
Kane Godfrey, James Hardy, Clayton Ophield, Charlie 
Wilkinson and Kevin Achufusi. Our next matches will 
be played here at Grangetown (dates to be confirmed) 
So come along, enjoy the football and support the 
team! By Mr B Newby   
 
Easter Fun in Year 3 

 
The Year 3 parent’s workshop was a great success.  
The parents worked along side their child making an 
Easter card with a rabbit on the front and made a small 
basket for an egg, which the children hope their adults 
will fill for them!  It was lovely to see the children 
making Easter crafts with their parents and carers.  
Rhianna Warwick (8 years old) said, ‘I enjoyed making 
the Easter basket and it was fun working with my 
nana’.  Callie Harrison (aged 8) said ‘I liked making my 
Easter card and it was fun having mam in the class’ 
Thank you to all the parents and carers who were able 
to attend and for making the afternoon so enjoyable.  
We are all looking forward to the next workshop in the 
summer term. Miss A McLoughlin  
 

World Book Day! 
We celebrated World Book Day 
recently.  Each class teacher 
planned a series of activities based 
around an author or 
particular book.  For 
example, Mrs Cole’s group 
created Dragons to enter a 
national competition based upon the 
series of books “How To Train Your Dragon” by 
Cressida Cowell. Teachers from different Year Groups 
swapped classes to read to pupils and Foundation 
Stage planned a whole theme around “Traditional 

Fairy Tales”.  If you look closely out on the yard, you 
can see the Big Bad Wolf lurking neat the trees – but I 
wouldn’t get too close if I were you! Key Stage One 
enjoyed a visit from a local author; Laura Smith, who 
spent the day reading her stories to the children and 
then helping them to design characters of their own. 
Remember we will be holding a specially themed 
Literacy Week from 28th May to coincide with our 
annual Book Fair.  By Mrs Cole 
 
Training Hard for ‘Girls United’! 

 
It has been a quiet start to the year for the girls football 
although they still have been training very hard in after 
school club on a Wednesday night. The girls have 
been entered into a 5 a-side competition at Houghton 
Kepier School in May, in which the winners will go 
through to represent the city in a ‘Girls United’ festival, 
taking place at Gateshead Stadium. Hopefully the girls 
football league will be up and running in the summer 
term and we are looking forward to participating in that. 
Keep up the training and hard work girls! By Mrs D 
Appleton & Miss K Appleton (coaches). 
 
Who’s Afraid of the Big Bad Wolf? 

Foundation 
Stage children 
have had a 
great time 
learning about 
and sharing 

Traditional 
Tales.  We 
read the story, 

‘The Three Little Pigs’ then we make our own little pigs 
houses out of straw, sticks and bricks.  The children 
had a great time huffing and puffing to try and blow the 
houses down!  The reception children went on a walk 
around the local area to look at different buildings - 
they then used the photos that they took to design their 
own dream house.  We have been learning our 
address and the Nursery children loved finding their 
house using Street View on Google - there were 
excellent opportunities for speaking and listening. By 
Miss Booth 
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Year 4 off to The Ropery – Hola! 

 
year 4 visited the tapas bar in the Ropery. We got 
there by mini bus. When we got there we went in and 
sat down inside. We went because we are learning 
about Spain. First we asked lots of questions, like what 
is pen in Spanish? Next Esta, one of the Spanish 
waiters, brought out a tray of squid, octopus and 
mussells. It looked gruesome - I think it might feel 
squidgy and slimy. We went up table by table then we 
sat down. Later we again went up table by table to look 
at a leg of pig (trotter and all!) after we got a drink (non 
alchaholic) sangria with fruit in! After we got our drinks 
Esta started to set out the food. Not long after, we got 
our food and tucked in. Then some people got 
seconds and thirds. Some people had photos taken. 
After we had settled the chef came out to say bye and 
we took some photos. When we left for the bus and we 
got on, the manager came out because we forgot to 
pay! But Mrs Dawson went back to pay! (phew!). Over 
all my favourite part was meeting them all! By Alicia 
Crosbee. Miss Heddle writes: Throughout the topic – 
Costa del Sunderland, the children have been so 
enthusiastic and motivated to learn. We have looked at 
many aspects including weather, location, culture, food 
and festivals. Also we have made some Spanish 
almond sweets which were delicious! We were so 
lucky to be able to visit the Ropery, try the food and 
have a real-life experience of Spain.  
 

Sports Relief – Miles of Fun! 
Luke writes: 
“This year our 
school have 
done lots of 
exiting things. 
One of the best 
things that stood 
out was our 
sports relief 
2012 mile. As a 
school we 

managed to raise £134.54! This money will go towards 
all the charities that need it. Six of our older pupils 
measured the court in the morning for this run, the 
whole school got to wear their own clothes if they put a 
small donation to the pot. Everyone had a great time”. 
By Luke Crawford year 6.               

Dare you touch the crab?! 
This week, year 1 
headed for 
Tynemouth. Our 
first stop was the 
Sea Life centre. 
Here the children 
explored the depths 
of the ocean and 
made friends with a 

black tip shark, starfish, unicorn fish, otters, seals and 
many more. Some children were even brave enough to 
touch a very big crab! After a busy morning year 1 
headed to the beach to soak up the sunshine and play 
lots of games - we even had an ice-cream! The 
children really enjoyed their day out and didn’t want to 
come back home! By Miss Stabler, Miss Hough, Mrs 
Appleton and Miss Christie  
 
Year 4 say thankyou to parents & carers! 
Thank you to all who attended the year 4 parent 
workshop, it was a great success! Throughout the 
afternoon the parents worked with their children to 
make an Easter card, hand-print flowers, rabbit masks 
and complete word searches and other activities. All 
who came were very positive and became fully 
involved with all tasks. The children really enjoyed 
working with the adults and having them in school.  
 
A Great Year 5 Parents/Carers Workshop 
Firstly, may I thank all the mams, the aunt and the 
sister who turned up to work with the children. The 
afternoon was a great success! Together they made 
an Easter card and did a crossword which had us all 
thinking! We ended the afternoon with refreshments 
which the children certainly enjoyed! I look forward to 
meeting you all again next term. By Mrs Collins 
 

The Italian Job! 
The Year 2 topic ‘The Italian Job’ 
has been a great success and the 
children have thoroughly enjoyed it. 
The children have been learning all 
about Italy; the food, the customs 
and the culture. We looked at 
different landmarks in Italy and 
focussed specifically on The 
Leaning Tower of Pisa. We 
completed research on the tourist 
attractions in our ICT lessons and 

then the children made their own models in Design 
and Technology - of course they were on a much 
smaller scale! As part of our topic we visited the Italian 
restaurant within The Alexandra. The children had the 
opportunity to visit the kitchen and watch the chef at 
work and then some children helped to make pizzas 
for the rest of the class. We had a 3 course feast and it 
was a lot of fun! As a follow up activity the children 
wrote thank you letters in our ‘Big Writing’ session. The 
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Dates for your Diary 

 

 
 

Fri 30 March. Staff Training Day. School closed. 
Mon 16 April. School reopens for Summer Term. 
 

A full set of Summer Term dates will reach  
you during the first week of the new term 

 

You will receive a Weekly Update on Monday  
16 April, detailing activities for the week,  

latest attendance figures and so on. 

Have a fantastic Easter break! 
Thankyou for all of your valued 

support. See you on Mon 16  April. 

P.S. Our new website is set to launch early in 
Summer Term! The current website cannot be 
updated for technical reasons, and will be          
de-commissioned soon (sob, sob!). But – a bright 
new site is on its way (hurrah!). More news soon. 

Easter Mini-Concert – it was fantastic! Well done 
everyone! Full report & photos in April Newsletter! 

children produced some lovely pieces of writing that 
they were very proud of. Miss N Grainger 
 
Frankie & Bennies! 

As part of our topic, ‘Living 
in the USA - Garbage and 
Sneakers’  which is based 
around the book There’s a 
Boy in the Girls’ Bathroom 
by Louis Sachar, the Year 
5 children were lucky 
enough to visit the local 
Frankie and Benny’s New 

York Italian Diner! The cost of a trip to America was a 
bit extreme so we settled for the next best thing - an 
American themed restaurant! The book which is set in 
America follows a boy named Bradley, he is a boy who 
is always in trouble, and he is despised as a 
troublemaker by his classmates and not really 
understood by his parents and older sister. Then a 
new and slightly unconventional counsellor, called 
Carla, arrives at Bradley’s school and begins to turn 
his life around. The children found out about the 
history of the families who opened the first Frankie and 
Benny’s in New York in 1953 and how they combined 
the best of popular American food with traditional 
Italian dishes.  Whilst there the children were pizza 
chefs, designing and making (and eating!) their own 
pizzas! They washed them down with fruit cocktails!  
Mrs Collins 
 
Year 1 love their Animals topic! 

In Year 1 this 
term we have 
been looking at 
the topic 
‘Plants and 
Animals’. First 
we talked 
about the pets 
that we all 

have at home. Then we looked at animals that live in 
different habitats such as a rainforest, the ocean and 
the desert, this linked nicely to some visitors from ‘The 
Animal Story’ and ‘Discovery Zoo’. We then went on to 
look at plants and how they grow. We planted some 
seeds and tested to see if they would grow in sand, 
with no water, with no air and with no light. The 
children also did some still life drawings of plants 
around the school. The children have been thoroughly 
engaged in these activities and to end the topic we 
took a trip to the Sealife Centre in Tynemouth. Miss. 
Hough, Miss. Stabler, Mrs. Appleton and Mrs Christie.  
 
Yr 1’s Sunny Easter Workshop! 

Our Easter crafts session had a great 
turnout. Children worked with their 
adult to make a variety of Easter 

crafts, including moving Easter bunnies, 
Easter baskets, very colourful cards and 

scrummy chocolate nest cakes (which didn’t last long). 
All involved enjoyed a drink and biscuit in the sunshine 
before heading back to work to finish their crafts. We 
would like to say a big thank you to everyone who 
turned up the day was a great success. Miss Hough, 
Miss Stabler, Miss Christie and Mrs Appleton 
 
Year 2 Welcome mums, dads & carers! 
The Year 2 parent’s workshop was a great success 
and lots of fun. Throughout the afternoon the children 
had the opportunity to make a variety of Easter craft 
activities. We had a carousel of activities including 
decorating chick biscuits, making rabbit masks and 
rabbit pencil holders and a range of other fun easter 
crafts. All who attended had a great time and an 
enjoyable afternoon.   Thank you to all the parents and 
carers who were able to attend. We are all looking 
forward to the next workshop in the summer term. By 
Miss Grainger. 
 
 


