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Well Done Year 6! 

 
Year 6 did their SATs last week! They were sensible, 
mature and focused, and displayed a really positive 
attitude throughout the week, building upon all of the 
hard work they’ve done this year. Well done to every 
pupil in year 6 – we’re proud of you! Year 6 enjoyed a 
tasty breakfast every day of SATs week, thanks to Mrs 
Napier, Mrs Dawson, Mrs Smith…and George 
Foreman (well, his special grill!). Thankyou to all of our 
brilliant teachers and teaching assistants too – you’ve 
all worked like Trojans! And, thankyou to our parents 
and carers for the superb support you have given your 
child this year. Al in all, a tremendous team effort! By 
Mr McAnaney 
 
Bike It - it’s Wheely Good! 

 
On Friday 20th April we were very lucky to have Dr. 
Bike (Ben) working in our school. The children were 
able to bring in their bikes and have a ‘Bike MOT’. Ben 
checked every bike to ensure they were working 
properly and safe to use. This included checking the 
brakes, the tyre pressure and the steering. The 
following Monday the children and their 
parent’s/carer’s were invited to a Biker’s Breakfast held 
in the community room. The event started at 8am until 
8.50 am. If the children cycled or brought their scooter 
to school they were given a free healthy breakfast. 
This included an assortment of cereal, toast, fruit and 
fruit juice.  Alice McKenna Year 2 said , ‘It was really 
good because you could have breakfast with all of your 
friends. The toast with honey and jam was my 
favourite!’  Thank you to all who attended- it was great 
fun! Miss. Grainger and Miss Hough. 
 
 

 
‘Chick Out’ what we’ve been up to! 

 
As part of a topic called ‘Feathers and Furs’ 
Foundation Stage welcomed a very special delivery of 
eggs recently.  We kept the eggs in an incubator and 
watched closely and they wobbled and rocked before 
hatching.  This year we set up a web cam to monitor 
our chicks 24/7, parents and children got fully involved 
logging in at home, anxiously waiting for our first 
arrival. It wasn’t long before a crack appeared in the 
first egg.  On Wednesday morning 3 of our chicks had 
arrived and by Thursday we had 7!  Thanks to Mia’s 
mum we can confirm that the first one, named Spike 
arrived just after midnight!  The children have really 
enjoyed having the chicks and we have got so much 
out of it.  We have learnt how to look after the chicks, 
made observational drawings of them, wrote a non-
fiction book as well as see a chick hatch with our own 
eyes.  I am sure you will agree this has been an 
excellent first hand experience for all of our children 
and we can’t wait to do it all again next year! By The 
Foundation Stage Team (The Proud Parents!) 
 
Titanic! 

 
This half term Year 1 are looking at the Titanic. We 
started this topic by introducing the disaster through 
videos and images explaining the events that 
happened on that fateful night. Children have been 
gripped by the story and we are continuing to produce 
lots of work on the unsinkable ship. By Miss Hough 
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Reception Blast Off! 
Reception thoroughly enjoyed 
a visit to Washington Arts 
Centre, where they became 
Rhyme Recruits. We were 
joined by the cast of the 

CBeebies show, The Rhyme Rocket. We helped the 
heroes complete the missing rhymes and had a 
fabulous time. Mrs Mitchell 
 
Derwent Hill Adventure 
The children had a fantastic time at Derwent Hill, on 
their recent weekend residential. The full story, plus 
photos, in next month’s Newsletter! 
 
Uniforms 

As you know, this has been 
an area of significant 
change over the past 2 
years. A vibrant royal-blue 
has replaced grey, and an 
aspirational new badge has 
been designed and 
adopted. We recently 
consulted with parents, and 
this led to a change of 
uniform supplier. What do 
you think?...is the new 
supplier living up to your 

expectations? Remember that, if you wish, you can still 
purchase all uniform items from Asda – we felt it was 
important to continue offering that option – we have 
some super smart iron-on badges for just £1.00. A final 
point – all children starting Reception in September will 
receive a free, brand-new, badged sweatshirt! 
 
Saris and Sequins 

 
The Year 3 topic ‘Saris and Sequins’, which was all 
about India has been a great success.  The children 
have worked very hard during the topic and have 
shown great enthusiasm.  The children have been 
learning about a village called Chembakolli which is in 
the South of India.  They have learned about how the 
people live in the village, what the village school is like 
and what the farmers grow.  They have also learned 
about the wider culture of India, such as the clothes, 
the Taj Mahal and the food when we visited Café 
Spice.  We have linked the topic to other areas of the 

curriculum such as ICT, when the children researched 
about Indian animals and used this to write a report.  
They have written diary entries and produced fact files.  
We are all looking forward to our next topic in the 
summer term. Miss A McLoughlin 
 
Meeting Smithbott and Chaddlet 

Recently, local author and 
illustrator Laura Smith 
came into years 1 and 2 
to work with the children. 
During the workshop 
Laura introduced us to her 
weird and wonderful 
characters from her 
books. The children 
particularly liked Smithbott 
and Chaddlet the story of 

two silly witches who go to magic school and are 
forever playing tricks on each other.  After a story-
telling session the children got the chance to make up 
their own characters, with hints and tips from Laura on 
how to make them as strange as possible! The 
children thoroughly enjoyed the workshop and 
produced some very creative pieces of work. By Miss 
Stabler & Miss Hough. 
 
Pots of Evidence in Year 5! 

 
The year 5 topic this term ‘Pots of Evidence’ will lead 
the children into the world of Ancient Greece. Much of 
the information that we have about the Ancient Greeks 
comes from the pictures on vases found in Greece and 
we will be using many of these to learn about their 
daily life, arts and crafts, gods and goddesses, and we 
will also be reading many of the favourite myths and 
legends depicted on the vases. We will also spend 
some time looking at the ancient and modern day 
Olympics. We started the topic by completing a small 
jigsaw showing a man hunting; we looked closely at 
the detail and so our learning began! The children 
have already begun to design and make their own 
Greek vase. To compliment our topic we will be 
reading ‘Percy Jackson and the Lightning Thief’ a 
fantastic novel written by Rick Riordan, the excitement 
is already building! Zeus, god of the sky, thinks Percy 
has stolen his lightning bolt – can he prove his 
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innocence before a fully fledged war of the gods 
erupts! Mrs Collins 
 
“A Modern Day Robinson Crusoe…” 

James Hardy (11) writes: We read 
Kensuke’s Kingdom, by Michael 
Morpurgo, as part of our topic on 
Japan. The book was about a boy 
called Michael and his family who 
went sailing around the world but 
then he fell off the boat and he 
drifted onto an island, and he was 
not alone. We wrote about what 
equipment he used and we played 
a game called hotspot and we 

acted as a character from the book. Every one would 
ask us questions. We also made missing person 
posters and drew what we thought Michael looked like. 
In one writing task, we wrote about how to make a 
paint brush on Kensuke’s island. In maths, we have 
made tangrams and made our own islands using co 
ordinates. We also looked at Japan and some of their 
customs and beliefs. I made a powerpoint all about 
sumo wrestling. Luke Crawford said, ‘Kensuke’s 
Kingdom is a very interesting book.’ James Hardy said 
‘ I like this book because it is a modern day Robinson 
Crusoe.’ The whole class have enjoyed all of the work 
that we have covered. 
 
Year 6 work with author and actor… 

 
…Chris Connaughton, who came into year 6 to do a 
workshop with us - it was great! First, he performed his 
take on the Robinson Crusoe story, bringing it up to 
the modern day. Then we did lots of work back in the 
classroom on the performance. We wrote diary entries 
as if we were Robinson Crusoe and we wrote a 
description of what he would have seen as he was 
washed up onto the island. Here is part of mine: “The 
feeling of sand, nothing but sand. Sand was all that 
was left for me, and even that was running out. But the 
winds of time would come for me, I could be rescued“ 
By Ryan Robinson - Year 6 
 
‘Home Sweet Home’ 
Throughout this we will be looking at animals and their 
habitats. We started the topic by looking at different 
animals and matching them to the correct habitat. 
Then, in literacy, we chose an animal to be the main 
character in our own stories. We have also taken 

pictures of various habitats in the school grounds and 
will use these in ICT to mix image, text and sound. 
Over the next few weeks we will be having a visit from 
Discovery Zoo and also visiting Sunderland Museum 
and Winter Gardens to become ‘Rainforest Explorers’. 
By the end of the topic the children should have a 
great understanding of habitats and also the rainforest 
and the many animals which live there. 
 
Year 5 Tackle It with SAFC! 

This half-term the Y5 
children are once 
again lucky enough 
to take part in a 

programme run by SAFC entitled ‘Tackle it’. The 
‘Tackle it’ programme promotes good citizenship 
messages, positive role modelling and helps the 
children in demonstrating a positive attitude towards 
others; our focus this half term is fair play. The course 
which runs over five sessions uses activities and 
games to help the children to learn how to play 
together fairly and to enjoy the competitive side of 
sports activities. Mrs Collins 
 
Walk Like an Egyptian!  

 
The year 3 topic this term is ‘Walk Like an Egyptian’.  
The children will be learning about what life was like 
for the Ancient Egyptians.  To begin the topic, the 
children discovered what it was like to be 
archaeologists, who had to piece together broken bits 
of artefacts to learn about the Egyptians.  The children 
were each given a piece of a scarab beetle brooch and 
had to work together to put it together and then try and 
work what out the object was, what it was made from 
and who it might have belonged to.  The children have 
already drawn in the style of the Egyptians and used 
the hieroglyphic alphabet. The topic this term will be 
linked to Design and Technology and the children will 
be making a death mask like Tutankhamen had, 
making canopic jars as well as producing written work 
linked to the topic.  Miss A McLoughlin 
 
 
 



www.grangetown.sunderland.sch.uk 

Dates for your Diary 
  

 
 

Mon 28 May.  Southmoor PE Lesson for yr 6. 1.30-2.30 
Mon 28 May.  Book Week (dress up Thursday!). 
Tues 29 May.  1-3 Sunderland Foundation with Y6 
Wed 30 May.  Reception hearing tests (with ‘catch up’ 
session set for 11 July). 

Fri 1 June. School Closed – Public Holiday . 
Mon 4 June to Fri 8 June: Half-Term Break 

Mon 11 June.  Brendan Renwick music session with 
Reception. Week 1 of 5, 45 mins per session. 
Wed 13 June.  2 hour Family Learning taster session 
for Nursery & Reception, run by Greenstart 
Fri 15 June.  Dr Knickerbocker (concert)–EYFS 1.30pm 
Fri 15 June.  Olympic Day at Raich Carter. 
Mon 18 June.  1pm. School Nurse – yr 6 puberty talks 
Tues 19 June.  10.30 at No Limits Theatre – ‘Losing 
Lottie’ Performance year 5 
Thurs 21 June.  Sunderland Dance Festival Empire 
Fri 22 June.  P.M. Parent Workshop – year 3 
Mon 25 June.  Bike-ability Y6. 
Fri 29 June.  Sandcastle Challenge Event years 3 & 4 
Tues 3 July.  Southmoor Tour (Y6 all day) 
Wed 4 July.  9.30-11.30 Y5 theatre workshop. 
Wed 4 July.  Summer Fayre. 
Mon 9 July.  Expo Chef (linked to Olympics) 
Mon 9 July.  Year 6 Feeder School Sports 
Mon 9–Fri 13 July.  Stay Healthy, Stay Safe Week. 
Thurs 12 July:  Sports Day. 
Thurs 12 July.  Summer Show – Annie! (times to be 
confirmed very soon). 
 

Fri 20 July. End of term!  

Childline 
This month, the year 5 and 6 children have had the 
opportunity to work with the ‘childline schools service’. 
The childline staff first presented an assembly to 
explain what childline is and how it can help children 
when necessary. They helped the children to think 
about any worries they may have and to discuss who 
they could turn to for help and support. They then 
came back to work with the children and to complete 
workshops where they discussed different scenarios 
and looked at how important it is for all children to be 
safe and happy! The children were all given leaflets to 
fill in and the children filled out a quiz on the computer. 
Mrs Collins, Mrs Miller, Mrs Millican 
 
Parent Surveys – results soon! 

Thankyou to all parents and carers who 
recently completed our Survey. In total; 

we got 100 replies. We are currently 
collating and analysing the results, and 

we will produce a full report for you soon. 
Your views are very important, and will 

help to plan the future. Through working closely with 
parents and carers, we can ensure that Grangetown 
meets the needs of all of our families. We want to give 
you a school of which you can be proud! 
 
No Limits for Year 5! 

 
Following on from our first theatre workshop back in 
November the year five children went to the No Limits 
Theatre for the second of our workshops. We arrived 
promptly and within minutes the children were taking 
part in warm-up activities, they certainly had to be 
awake and alert to keep up with what was going on! 
Next the children watched a short performance of the 
play the actors are working on at the moment; the 
children had to discuss what was happening and 
decide how the play could be developed and what 
might make a suitable ending. Then it was over to the 
children – they were put into small groups and after 
each selecting a prop (e.g. a battered old suitcase, an 
antique umbrella, a strange box, a frayed dirty jacket, a 
map to name but a few!) the group had to strike a 
suitable pose and then freeze in position. We then 
made suggestions as to what may be happening and 
who the characters may be. Finally each group learnt a 
scripted scene, followed advice from the director then 
performed it on a real live stage. We now look forward 
to our next visit. Mrs Collins 
 

We’ve got ARTSMARK GOLD! 
We are delighted to tell you that 
we have recently been Awarded 
the prestigious Arts Mark award, 
at Gold level! This is a fantastic 
achievement, summing up our 
success in offering all children an 
enriched and enjoyable 
curriculum, with an exciting range 

of experiences to really engage and motivate. As you 
know, the school has worked very hard over the past 2 
years to ensure that our curriculum – in other words 
what we teach the child every day – is filled with a 
range of exciting experiences. Visits, visitors, as well 
as innovative teaching approaches are all now 
embedded within our curriculum. We have expanded 
our music tuition programme. And, of course, we have 
a strong approach to drama, including a twice yearly 
performance. Arts Mark recognises the effort and hard 
work of our staff, and gives us a strong platform upon 
which to build! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


