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New strip for young footballers

Youngsters at a Wash-
ington school are 
dressed for success on 
the pitch.

The children at Us-
worth Colliery Primary 
School are looking extra 
smart in their new foot-
ball kit.

The school was 
awarded the full kit 

through the Premier 
League Primary Stars 
initiative. 

As well as the kit, the 
school also got an equip-
ment pack containing 
footballs, goals, bib, 
bean bag, number/letter 
spots, hula hoops and 
much more.

This equipment will 

help children to try new 
activities during cur-
riculum lessons and de-
velop a love of sports.

Delivered by the 
Football Foundation, 
the Premier League 
Primary Stars Kit and 
Equipment Scheme, aids 
teachers in helping to 
get kids active.

Youngsters at Usworth Colliery Primary School show off their new kit. A very  slippery slope to success
Youngsters from a 
Sunderland school proved 
they are on a slippery slope 
to success.

A group of children 
from the city’s Argyle 
House School, recently 
clinched a national prize at 
a top skiing competition in-
volving schools from across 
the country.

The Under 12 Ski Racing 

Team from Argyle House 
achieved first place at the 
recent England Schools’ 
Regional Championship, 
which was held at the Eve-
ryone Active ski slope at 
Silkworth Sports Complex 
in Sunderland.

Andy Turns, teacher at 
the Thornhill Park school, 
said they were all delighted 
with the success.

He said: “The team went 
on to finish third in the 
England School’s National 
Final at Norwich, racing 
against skiers from over 30 
schools.”

Mr Turns added a that 
all pupils at the school 
learn how to ski as part of 
the PE curriculum using 
the Everyone Active ski 
slope at Silksworth.

Young skiers from Argyle House School with teacher, Andy Turns.
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For schools, pupils and parents

Kids show off their sunny side
Wearside youngsters 
showed their sunny side 
when they said ‘Hello 
Yellow’ for charity.

Children at Grangetown 
Primary School in Sunder-
land took part in a wear yel-
low day, to raise awareness 
of World Mental Health Day.

The pupils were delight-
ed to get involved with the 
day and loved wearing their 
bright colours.

Les McAnaney, 
headteacher at the Spelter-
works Road school, said the 
idea to get involved in sup-
porting the event came from 
Sharon Boyd who works for 
IMPACT North East.

Sharon and her team, 
a non-profit community 
interest company, based in 
the East End of Sunderland, 
have worked with Grange-
town Primary School for 
three years.

The team provides coun-
selling services for children 
and families when they 
need it most.

And, as well as counsel-
ling, they also run anti-
bullying sessions, and 

offer family support work, 
mentoring and parenting 
classes.

As part of their wear 
yellow day, the children 
enjoyed an assembly, which 
was led by staff from IM-
PACT, and focused on ways 
to help other people if they 
are feeling sad, and how to 
be a good friend. 

The children all wore yel-
low - either a whole outfit, 

or one item of clothing, or 
even just a hair ribbon or a 
pair of socks.

Mr McAnaney said they 
all agreed that the colour 
yellow makes everyone feel 
a lot brighter and he felt the 
day was a huge success.

The headteacher said: 
“It’s vital to find engaging 
ways to help children think 

about and consider the is-
sues around mental health.

“School isn’t just about 
the academic curriculum - 
it’s about self-esteem, social 
skills, confidence building, 
and about helping children 
develop coping strategies 
when they’re feeling down 

or when they think things 
are going wrong for them.

“This was a non-uniform 
day, and everyone made a 
small contribution.

“As ever, parents and car-
ers were generous in their 
donations, with the money 
raised to be split between 

the YoungMinds charity, 
which supports child and 
adolescent mental health, 
and the Sunderland Young 
People’s CSE & Mental 
Health Group.”

Impact Northeast pro-
vides support to families, 
communities, schools and 

businesses.
Its aim is to provide a cul-

turally sensitive and non-
judgmental service offering 
one-to-one and group coun-
selling, mentoring, training 
and volunteering to support 
people to live full and mean-
ingful lives.

Youngsters say ‘Hello Yellow’ at Grangetown Primary School.
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